Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



I 



xy 



Tl.- 



LETTERS TO SALVATIONISTS 

ON 

LOVE, MARRIAGE, AND HOME. 












'i 



LETTERS TO SALVATIONISTS 

ON 

LOVE, MARRIAGE, AND HOME; 



it 



Being Vol, II. of 

Religion for Evert day." 



BT 

General Booth. 




1902: 
THE SALVATION ARMY BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

LONDON: 100, CLERKENWKLL ROAD, B.C. 

NEW YORK: 120, WEST FOURTEENTH STREET. 

MELBOURNE : 69, BOURKE 8TB.^1S.T, 




tA 



^S 



fv];^ '■■■ 






d 

^ 



A8TOH, LIU^OX AND | 
f^LOFJ r^H;NL ATI0N8. ■ 



9) 



<l 



PREFACE. 



These Letters were, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, originally published in IJhe Social 
Gazette and The War Cry, two of the 
weekly publications of The Salvation Army 
in the United Kingdom. 

As will be seen, from a very superficial 

glance, they were intended to interest and 

instruct those to whom The Army especially 

strives to adapt itself, and to whom it seeks 

^ before all else to be useful. Many of these, 

® perhaps the majority, have but a very 

> Saperfect knowledge of the obligations of 

&nily and social life, much less of its 



(D i^finements. 

CO ^ The aim of The Army is to benefit this 

^ class, not only by leading them to submit 

PL, to God, to seek His favour, and to spend 



their lives in fighting for t\\ft ^Xierwbii. 
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Salvation of their fellows, but to help them 
to discharge the duties they owe to one 
another, to their families, and to society 
in general. We seek to make both good 
Saints and good citizens — ^that is, to cultivate 
the kind of Saintship that includes the 
realisation and fulfilment of every duty 
a man owes to Grod and to his fellow-man. 

The topics dealt with are such as are 
woven and interwoven with the lives of the 
"common people." The style of treatment 
is such as they can understand. Written 
in great haste, under conditions not very 
favourable to literary effort, I was, at first, 
indisposed to their reproduction in a per- 
manent form. But they have been asked 
for, and asked for by the very people for 
wliom their message was intended. 

In looking the Letters over, I see in 
them imperfections and limitations without 
number, but I have no time to re- write or, 
indeed, to satisfactorily revise them. If they 
are published at all, they must, therefore, 
be taken as they are. In the future it may 
perhaps be possible to supplement them with 
$ome further and more carefully edited coun- 
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sels on some other matters closely connected 
with the subjects treated of here. 

Meantime, I send forth these Messages 
from their General's heart to his dear 
people, with the assurance of my love, and 
of my confidence in Grod for them. Let 
them remember that the best way to test 
my advice is to practise it. 

WILLIAM BOOTH. 

London, January^ 1902. 
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LOVE, MARRIAGE, AND HOME : 

BBINa 

Letters to Salvationists all over the Worldj and 
to all whom they may concern. 



I. 

Courtship. 



My Deab Comradbs, — 

The topic of this Letter is admitted, on all 
hands^ to be an important and interesting one. I 
trust that you will agree with me in the propriety 
of its being considered under the head of " Religion 
for Every Day." 

The Salvation Army must ever include among its 
Soldiers and adherents a large proportion of yoimg 
people. It is, in fact, a great satisfaction to me that 
ours is a religion which attracts the young ; and 
attracts them not by the gymnasium and the bicycle 
club and the sing-song, but by the joy and gladness 
of the service of Christ. Many of these young folks 
are unmarried, and many more are quite free from 
all engagements which look in that direction. It 
must, therefore, be very important that right views 
of Marriage, and of the steps ^laicYi X^"^ Tii^ ^si \^*^ 
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should be entertained by them, while anyone can 
see how desirable it is that those Soldiers who are 
already married should be able rightly to instruct 
their children on the subject. 

My ability to give counsel on the topic of Courtship 
will be admitted, by my own people, at least, and it 
is for them and their welfare that I am most con- 
cerned. My qualifications for giving advice are based : 

1. On personal experience, which is, after all, in 
this matter, the safest teacher. I wasted some of 
my early days in trifling with this subject. In my 
sixteenth year, however, the Spirit of Divine Wisdom 
came into my heart, and certainly served me well, if 
in nothing else than in keeping me from the further 
evils to which such foolish conduct might so easily 
have led me. 

2. While I learned something from the foolish 
Courtship, I was also privileged to have the experience 
of what might be truly termed a wise one. My 
Engagement with my dear Wife extended over three 
years ; and the way in which she conducted herself 
in that intercourse was so pure and so beautiful as 
to give her a high place in my esteem and confidence 
as a Woman of God. She dealt with me, I must 
confess, as one who was inspired; and, blessed as I 
was in those days, I can now see how much more 
profit and happiness I might have realised during that 
communion, had I played my own part more wisely. 

3. Then, also, I have had considerable opportunities 
for observation, and have been consulted by many 
individuals, both old and young, on the subject, 
and this not only in virtue of my age, but of the 
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prominent position I have been called to occupy. 
During this time I have watched many yonng people 
make plenteous misery for those connected with them, 
spoil their own lives, and sacrifice possibilities of 
great nseftilness by foolish or nnsanctified Engage- 
ments. If the backsliders of the land, who have 
made shipwreck of faith by early, irregular, or Christ- 
less Courtships, were counted, I am convinced that 
the total would be a terrible figure. On the other 
hand, I have known many men and women whose 
holiness of character has been established, and whose 
opportunities for usefulness have been greatly in- 
creased, by wise and helpful Engagements. From my 
own experience and observation, therefore, I think 
I may claim to be able to advise my young Comrades 
on this subject. 

In the first place, the question is very frequently 
decided before counsel is solicited ; and even when 
the actual decision has not been made, the affections 
have become so far involved as to make advice 
practically useless. Perhaps, on no other matter do 
people so readily confound their feelings with their 
judgment ; and we all know how very common it 
is for men and women to believe that course of action 
to be the right one which they feel a strong desire 
to take. 

Still, the matter is fraught with consequences of 
the highest moment to my dear people, and it is 
laid upon my heart, therefore, to say what I can 
for their instruction and guidance. May God grant 
me His wisdom in the matter, and help them to 
understand and act on my advice. 
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1. And, first, I remark that it is according to GocTs 
order for young people to look forward to Marriage 
as a proper condition of life. And it is perfectly 
natural that they should do so. They can see and 
feel that they were created and fashioned in view 
of it, and they may, therefore, rightly conclude that 
it is desirable and honourable. And it is especially 
BO, if it can be entered upon lawfully and in harmony 
with the great consecration which every Salvationist, 
and every true Christian, has made, or will be quite 
willing to make. No man or woman need make any 
excuse for desiring Marriage, if the wish is truly sub- 
ordinated to the determination to discharge the more 
important duties they owe to God and to those around 
them, and if entertained in submission to the dictates 
of Providence and the choice of the Divine will. 

2. At the same time, the truth should be distinctly 
recognised, that a happy^ holy, and useful life is 
possible for the individual who chooses to remain 
unmarried. This is important. Only let the contrary 
notion enter the head of any young person, and 
farewell to all real peace if Marriage should not 
be found convenient. If a suitable partner does not 
come along, they will fret and chafe, or perhaps 
enter upon some unsuitable union, thereby not only 
destroying their happiness for the time being, but 
probably wrecking their fortunes for eternity. 

The recognition of the truth, that the highest and 
noblest ends of life can be reached in an unmarried 
state, will usually, if not always, be found essential 
to that condition of mind in which a wise selection 
of either husband or wife is not likely to be made. 
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It would be interesting to know how many miser- 
able Marriages have taken place since the world began, 
throngh the notion so commonly held— especially on 
the part of women — that they cannot be happy unless 
they are married I As the result of this idea, it is 
often argued, ^^ Here is an opportunity of making an 
Engagement ; if I refuse this chance, I may never 
have another, and so I shall consign myself to a 
life of misery." So reasoning, multitudes of young 
people rush into unions which they spend the rest 
of their days in regretting, frequently seeing after- 
wards opportunities of Marriage which, had they 
only had faith and patience, would have given them 
all the advantages they desired, and lifelong happiness 
into the bargain. 

3. Under some circumstances, an unmarried state 
is not only permissible and compatible with happiness 
and usefulness, but a stern duty. Some people ought 
not to marry. For instance : 

(i) A single life may be rendered imperative from 
a due regard for the health of the children that may 
be the outcome of the Marriage. It cannot be right 
for a man or a woman, with evident indications of 
consumption, or epilepsy, or lunacy, or some other 
grave form of disease, to enter into relations in which 
they will be very likely to bring children into the 
world only to suffer from similar maladies. 

(ii) Marriage may be forbidden, out of regard for 
the temporal welfare of relatives and others. The 
circumstances of those whom God has made to be 
dependent on us may require services which we can 
only render in an unmarried state. Uot \CL^\»2wyi..j 
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there may be a father, or a mother, or a number of 
orphaned brothers and sisters who need our help. 

The possibility of rendering extraordinary services 
to mankind in a Single state, may amount also to 
a positive prohibition of Marriage. If it be right, 
nay, a positive duty, for a man, under certain cir- 
cumstances, to lay down his life to save his fellows 
from shipwreck, fire, disease, or some other dire 
calamity — and no one will deny that— it may not 
only be desirable, but equally a stern duty for some 
men and women to live lives of celibacy, when they 
plainly see that, by so doing, they can render some 
remarkable benefit to their fellow-creatures. 

(iii) A single life may be a duty when the ability 
to support the Marriage state is wanting. The con- 
ditions of married life are such, that the woman 
is frequently, nay, usually, deprived of the ability 
to earn a livelihood after Marriage. That responsi- 
bility, therefore, devolves upon the man. He is the 
head of the house, and on him the obligation of 
providing for the temporal needs of his wife and 
children must rest. If, therefore, he cannot see his 
way, and that very plainly, to support a wife and 
family, he must remain single until he has that 
ability. 

But the woman has a joint responsibility on this 
question. She, too, must look ahead ; and, unless 
the man who seeks her hand can show that he is 
able to support her, or is likely to be able to do so, 
she will be very foolish to allow herself to be per- 
suaded into an engagement, much more to enter 
upon the Marriage state. 
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IL 

Hngagements* 

My Dbak Comkadbs, — 

Some of my readers may, I fancy, take ex- 
ception to the advice given on one matter in my 
last Letter. They will ask where my faith in Divine 
Providence comes in, if yonng people are to wait 
for a settled income before they make a Marriage 
engagement ? 

To this I reply, that a reasonable precaution in this 
direction is necessary, and is in no way antagonistic 
to true faith. Extraordinary cases may justify some 
exception to this rule ; but, in a general way, I think 
the course I prescribed in that Letter ought to be 
followed. Far be it from me to advise anyone to 
leave Grod out of their calculations on such an 
important subject ; but I do think that, until there is 
a probability of being able to support the Marriage 
state, young people should exercise a little patience 
before entering upon those preliminaries which are 
so surely calculated to lead up to it. Again I say 
that there will, doubtless, be exceptions ; but that 
is the rule I lay down. 

I must also mention another class of considerations, 
which not only seem to justify some men ^\A ^<^\si'^\^. 
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remaining unmarried, but constitute the highest 
possible reasons for their doing so ; namely, the 
advantages which often accrue to the Kingdom of 
God. 

There has been a great deal of controversy on 
this question, and much misery, I have no doubt, 
has resulted from the mistaken judgments which 
have been formed, and the unnatural regulations 
which have been framed with respect to it. In 
trying to discover how we ought to deal with it, 
our first enquiry must be. What does the Bible 
say? I answer that the injunctions of that Book 
harmonise on this subject with those of common 
sense, and with the varying circumstances in which 
men and women find themselves placed. 

1. The Bible nowhere absolutely commends the 
unmarried state, apart from some peculiar circum- 
stances, or some particular benefit likely to be 
conferred by it upon society. There is not a passage 
in the Scriptures that, rightly interpreted, can be 
taken to commend — much less to command — a state 
of celibacy — that is, an unmarried life — such as, for 
example, is at present approved and maintained for 
Priests in the Boman Catholic Church. Whether 
persons should marry or not, is left as a purely 
voluntary matter which they, the individuals con- 
cerned, must decide for themselves ; and in doing 
so they must enquire for the will of God, consider 
their own highest interests, and consult the claims 
of the world around them. 

2. There is no teaching, either on the part of 
Christ or His Apostles, which affirms that any special 
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spiritual virtue exists in connectioa with the un- 
married state. All that is said with respect to the 
subject, by the Bible, from beginning to end, proceeds 
on the assumption that Marriage is of God's arrange- 
ment, and when expedient, is lawful and honourable 
in all. Indeed, to some temperaments, and with 
some individuals, the Apostle Paul admits, that it 
will be easier to live a holy and a useful life married 
than single. 

3. At the same time, the Scriptures do say, and 
reason endorses them to the full, that circumstances 
may transpire in the prosecution of the Salvation 
War, and that conditions may be reached in the 
history of the individual Soldiers engaged in it, that 
not only render it lawful and desirable, but absolutely 
necessary, to abstain from Marriage. For instance : 

(i) This will be the case in times of persecution. 
Banishments, martyrdoms, imprisonments, tortures, 
and the like, entail less suffering, if endured by single 
men and women, than by married people, seeing that, 
in the latter case, the distress has to be shared by 
wives and husbands, and perhaps by children. 

(ii) A single state leaves the soul that can heartily 
embrace it less burdened with care and anxiety, and 
consequently, affords more leisure for Prayer and 
Worship and for Communion with God, and affords 
greater opportunities for blessing and benefiting 
mankind. 

(iii) A single state usually affords greater freedom 
and independence of action for public labour and 
service, for travellings to and fro in the world, 
and generally for attending to the bw&vji^.'^'^ ^^iNi^'^ 
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Kingdom. Especially is this the case on the part 
of women, whether Soldiers or OflScers. A woman 
has, as a rule, ten times more freedom and oppor- 
tunity for fighting for God and winning souls, when 
single, than she will have when married. Every 
woman ought to consider this well, and make up 
her mind on the subject, before she consents to 
an engagement. 

When convinced as to the wisdom and desirability 
of Marriage, and when the inducements to form an 
engagement arise, several considerations should be 
taken into account. These appear to be so momen- 
tous, and to have so important a bearing upon grave 
consequences in the future, that I must refer to them 
in detail. 

1. Courtship should he looked upon as a very 
serious business. Never regard it as a subject for 
jesting or trifling with. Remember that no single 
act of life will be found so fruitful of either happiness 
or misery as the step you are contemplating. 

2. Honestly seek for the guidance of God, and 
ask that His wisdom may direct your judgment 
and bring you to a right decision, fully resolved 
that whatever He may reveal as being best for you 
and the Kingdom, you will do, at all costs and 
consequences. 

3. Be resolved to he guided in your decision hy 
your judgment and conscience rather than by your 
feelings merely, or your impulses, or interests. You 
are a reasonable being ; act as one. 

4. On no account undertake any Courtship except 
mth a view to Marriage. Do not allow yourself 
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to be led into anytbing of tbe kind nnder any 
pretence whatever, until you have reason to believe 
that Marriage to the person with whom you are 
associating will be both possible and desirable. 

5. Beware of Flirting. By that, I mean every 
form of intercourse and familiarity, between men 
and women, which can be interpreted to indicate 
more than pure and honest friendship, when there 
is no real intention of such intercourse leading to 
Marriage. 

6. Gitard against early Engagements. Salvationists, 
whatever their sex, or station, or however young they 
may be in years, have usually some serious business 
in hand, or they ought to have. While I admit that 
there may be exceptions to the rule, I think I should 
be disposed to say, that early Engagements are an 
unmixed evil. Many objections can, with justice, be 
brought against them. Take the following : — 

(i) With rare exceptions such Engagements are 
made before the parties are old enough to know 
what is involved in the Marriage relation, or what 
qualities are required by each partner in the other. 
This ignorance, consequently, disqualifies them for 
making a choice likely to ensure the approval and 
secure the happiness of later years. 

(ii) Early Engagements ordinarily take the attention 
of those who enter upon them from more important 
things. They lead to a sad waste of valuable time, 
thereby involving the irreparable loss of opportunities 
for improvement, both in Officers and Soldiers, which, 
all taken together, is seriously damaging to The Army. 

(iii) Early Engagements often \ft«A \iCi ^wTss^'g^ 
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before that experience has been gained either in the 
things of God or in the affairs of this world, or that 
position secured which is necessary to ensure the 
greatest amount of future happiness and usefulness. 

(iv) Early Engagements, as I have already said, 
are specially objectionable when they are made before 
evidence is forthcoming as to the ability for supporting 
the Marriage state ; and this is often the case. 

(v) Early Engagements are objectionable, because 
they so often lead to broken pledges, to indescribable 
and unending regrets, or because, worse still, they 
terminate in miserable Marriages, entailing lifelong 
sufferings. 

(vi) Early Engagements are objectionable because 
they are, as a rule, merely the product of a little 
natural feeling, and are, consequently, entered upon 
without any rational calculations as to the serious 
consequences they may entail. 

I sj)eak feelingly. As I have already remarked, I 
wasted some precious hours of my own youth in this 
direction. It was the usual story, with trifling 
variations. Because of some real or fancied resem- 
blance to a young son, just laid in the grave, I 
became a welcome visitor at the house of a highly 
respected neighbour, whose daughter soon manifested 
an interest in me that fully equalled that of her 
parents. 

Her figure, her eyes, her hair, her disposition 
charmed me. Here, then, was my companion spirit 
for life! Drawn out by this infatuation, 1 wrote 
poetry, read fiction, and spent hours in sighs and 
dreams and nonsense in general ; and yet, as I can 
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8ee the matter now, two creatares more unlikely to 
be usefully yoked together never talked lovers' talk 
together. 

Bnt, then, I was only a lad, unconverted, and 
utterly destitute of any practical knowledge of the 
seriousness and responsibility of life. The world to 
me was neither more nor less than a play-ground for 
pleasure, or a market-place for profit ; and that mode 
of passing the time away, which was most agreeable 
at the moment, was the most attractive. 

But the Grace of God ended all this nonsense. 
It brought a revolution without and within. With- 
out, the world, instead of being a pleasure-ground, or 
a market-place, became a battle-field, in which I felt 
I had received a call to struggle with the right 
against the wrong, and to fight the demons of Hell 
for the Salvation of men. Henceforth, I had neither 
thoughts, nor words, nor heart, for the pastime of 
making love, until the hour arrived when the occupa- 
tion would answer some legitimate purpose. More- 
over, my tastes and requirements, as to a partner 
for my future days, all changed with the change 
that had been wrought in me. Involuntarily, in- 
stinctively you might say, the childish business 
was abandoned. In after years, I offered to fulfil 
the thoughtless pledges made in those early days, 
but was honourably relieved from any obligations 
arising out of them ; and so my first Engagement 
came to an end. It might have been different, and 
the senseless " calf-love " of inexperienced youth 
might have entailed a withering blight on all the 
happiness and usefulness of my futvxt^ ^^^^* 
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III. 
The Choice of a Partner* 

My Deak Comrades, — 

So far, I have taken up yonr time and my 
own, in little more than setting forth reasons for 
hesitation on this interesting snbject. I mnst now 
come to business 1 Supposing that prudence and 
religion alike indicate the desirability of Marriage, 
what is to be done? The next step to be taken 
is to thoughtfully decide on the kind of partner who 
will be likely to promote your future happiness, 
and assist you in the great business of your life. 
You should settle, in your own mind the qualities 
you consider it necessary that your life-companion 
should possess. In other words, fix upon a standard, 
and, so far as circumstances will allow, endeavour 
when coming to a decision to reach the standard 
you have raised. 

Before a man goes to market to purchase a horse, 
he forms an idea in his mind as to the kind of 
animal he needs. If he sets out to seek a house 
in which to live, he knows what sort of a residence 
he requires. When a woman seeks a servant to 
assist her in her housework, she forms a distinct 
notion of the character and ability she considers 
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necessary for her purpose. How mnch more, then, 
onght men and women of intelligence and principle 
fc- form a definite picture in their minds, as to what 
is required in the individual they need to fill so 
close^ so important, and so tender a position as 
that of husband or wife ? 

Especially should this be the case, when it is 
remembered that this is a union that must continue 
so long as life shall last. If the horse does not 
prove suitable, after trial, the farmer can sell it 
again and obtain another. If the house is a dis- 
appointment to the tenant after residence, it can be 
vacated. If the servant fails to fulfil the expectations 
of her mistress, she can be changed for another. 
But should husband or wife find that they have been 
mistaken in their choice, there is — except, perhaps, 
in a few extreme cases to which it is hardly necessary 
for me to refer now — no alternative open for them. 
They may deeply and bitterly regret their decision, 
but there is no place for repentance. "Marriage 
is a world-without-end bargain." 

I, therefore, advise all whom it may concern that 
they should, by prayer and reflection, settle upon a 
definite idea of the sort of person likely to prove 
suitable for a life companion. And, seeing that it 
must be a great agony, to wake up, after the 
matrimonial knot has been tied, to find that a 
lifetime mistake has been made, let them not only 
frame a standard, but use every lawful means within 
their power to reach it. 

The course I would here recommend to others is the 
one upon which I acted myself. "Y e^T^ \>^iQt^ \ ^^^ 
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drawu to make any nse of it, I had raised a standard, 
in my own mind, as to the character of the woman I 
required for the partner of my life ; and I have no 
doubt that this idea helped to pilot me through a 
deal of temptation in those early days. In after 
years, I was interested to find that my dear Wife, 
when but a young girl, had made up her mind also 
to act upon the same principle. She resolved, that 
unless she had reason to believe the individual who 
might seek her hand, had certain qualifications, then, 
no matter what other advantages he might possess, 
she would not accept his offer. If my young 
Comrades will act on this plan, I am sure it will 
save them from many of the mistakes so commonly 
made, the results of which they can see with their 
own eyes, in the lifelong miseries and misfortunes 
entailed upon tens of thousands around them. 

Salvationists must act with wisdom. I write for 
them. They should,. I say, have a standard, and I 
propose to suggest one to them. It is a standard 
which, I believe, will commend itself to the judgment 
of most, if not all, who read these Letters, and is one 
that, no matter what their age, personal qualities or 
position may be, can readily be adapted to their 
circumstances. If, in all its details, it does not suit 
the notions of any of the strangers who may read 
these Letters, it may yet help them to form one 
for themselves. 

I will place the qualifications that I think necessary 
and reasonable in order of the importance wittf which 
they strike me as I write. 

1. Before all else I must name Religion — that is. 
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Personal Eeligion, as interpreted by The Army. 
Religion that consists of a definite experience of 
personal Salvation, involving, as I have sometimes 
said in pnblic, the4Jjrhree Points of the Salvation 
Charter." They are f^ 

(i) A definite and present-time sense of the favour 
of God, through Jesns Christ. 

(ii) A Godly life, resulting from the regeneration 
of the heart by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

(iii) A heart controlled by the love of God, and 
moved to the highest interests of mankind. 

That is my first qualification. You must have 
that. That must head your standard. For a 
Salvationist to enter into the Marriage relationship, 
with anyone whose character and experience does not 
answer to this description, is little short of religious 
madness ; to do so, will not only be a direct violation 
of the law of God, but will forfeit all rightful claim 
to His sanction of the union. " Spiritual things," 
says the Apostle, ^^are spiritually discerned," and 
only really spiritual persons can fully comprehend 
each other. Think of having a partner who can 
neither understand your feelings, nor your views, 
your consecration for the present, nor your hopes for 
the future ; who will rarely understand you in life, 
and will not understand you in death I A partner to 
whom you are an enigma all your days, who not only 
does not really comprehend the relation in which you 
stand to those things which you hold to be of higher 
moment than life itself, but who has no real sympathy 
with you in them. The very thought is intolerable ! 

Paul says : " Be ye not unec[ual\y ^oVl^^ \.Q^<iNiXifc\. 
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with nnbelievers ;^for what fellowship hath righteons- 
ness with unrighteonsness ? and what commnnion 
hath light with darkness ? . . . and what agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 
temple of the living God." 

If, by these words, he does not forbid the Marriage 
of the sons and the daughters of God with men and 
women who are not saved, and living holy lives, pray 
what does he mean ? And yet there are numbers of 
the professed followers of Jesus Christ, who allow 
themselves to be cajoled by unconverted lovers, per- 
suaded by worldly relations, or led by sentimental 
fancies, or, worse still, animal passions, into union 
with the enemies of God and righteousness ; too often, 
in consequence, turning back from Christ altogether. 

Oh, what a crowd of men and women, especially 
women, are walking about the earth to-day living 
Christless lives, rearing Christless families, and 
travelling to a Christless destiny as the result of 
these Christless unions I 

" I shall win him over ! " is the senseless excuse 
with which many try to justify their disobedience ; 
but, alas! alas! the "winning over" is usually in 
the opposite direction. I have wondered, sometimes, 
how it is that, in these mixed Marriages the Christian 
usually goes over to the enemy, and I have arrived 
at the conclusion, that the secret can be traced to 
the grieving of the Holy Spirit by the deliberate 
transgression of the dictates of common sense and 
the definite and intelligent opposition to the Divine 
command, not to be unequally yoked together with 
uDbelievera. 
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My Camrades, unless yon have made np yonr minds 
to the appalling consequences of backsliding your- 
selves, and rearing np a family to serve the Devil, 
do not marry, xmder any pretence whatever, except 
yon can marry in the Lord. 

2. The second qualification, which I think every 
Salvation Soldier should require in either husband or 
wife, is that of Salvationism. That must involve : 

(i) Soldierhood. The name must not only be on 
the Roll, but the heart must be loyal to the old Flag. 
There can be no real peace in heart, or home, or 
family, with any division here. You must worship 
side by side, and stand shoulder to shoulder in the 
fight for your Lord. 

(ii) Total Abstinence from every form of Intoxica- 
ting Liquor. There must be no difference either in 
spirit or practice on this subject. Absolutely none ! 

(iii) No Tobacco. A Salvationist's wife could not 
help pitying, if she did not despise, a husband who 
was addicted to the use of Tobacco, and I need not 
say a word as to how a husband would regard a wife 
who indulged in it ! 

(iv) Uniform. If you have not got so far as wearing 
it yourself, I am sorry for you. Anyway, you have 
put off worldly attire. " In like manner also, that 
women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety ; not with broidered 
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array ; but (which 
becometh women professing godliness) with good 
works." And you must have a partner who has done 
the same. 

(v) Consecration. " Ye are notyouT OTTn^iot^^^T^ 
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bought with a price." Yon say so, and I hope yonr 
feelings are in harmony with yonr profession. And 
the one whom yon are going to take to your heart 
must share those feelings, both as to the privilege 
and the duty of laying body, sonl, time, influence, 
goods, and children, if God should give them, and, 
indeed, all other possible outcome of the union, on 
the altar of service to God and man. So much for 
Salvationism. 

3. The third qualification is that of Health. I am 
not quite clear as to the laying down of any inexorable 
rule on this question. It seems hardly right for a 
man or a woman to ask more in this direction than 
they are prepared themselves to give. And even, 
if they are privileged to bring a strong, vigorous body 
to the union themselves, it does not follow that they 
should always insist upon the same in return. Still, 
if this is not essential it is very desirable. 

There may, however, be advantages that compensate 
for its absence. Indeed, that was the case, when I 
was betrothed to my Beloved. Although she was in 
very delicate health at the time, I chose her because 
slie was so beautifully good, so intensely devoted, and 
because she seemed, to me, so wonderfully intellectual. 
All of which, taken together, made her appear so 
far beyond my deservings, that her bodily weak- 
ness became insignificant in my eyes. I made the 
venture, therefore, depending upon God's Providence ; 
and it was remarkable how He helped her in the 
matter of health during the thirty-five gracious years 
she was permitted to remain by my side. And 
not only was she able, in the long run, to do more 
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for her family, and more for her home, than most 
women, bnt a great deal for the Kingdom of God, 
in addition ; while only eternity will declare all 
that she did for me. 

4. Then there should be affinity. That is, there 
shonld be as much agreement, both in head and heart, 
between the parties concerning each other, and con- 
cerning the things of every day life, as will ensure 
their walking together, in such harmony as is 
necessary to comfort and unity. 

All around us, there are husbands and wives, who 
are not only religious but devoted and consecrated, 
and yet, whose Marriage relations, if they cannot be 
correctly described as actually miserable, are very 
far from being happy — indeed, they are only endured 
as a necessity. Some difiference in temper or dis- 
position makes them distasteful to each other. They 
may not quarrel, or have any open differences, no 
angry words may be spoken, and no hard feelings 
indulged in, but there is no warm friendship, to say 
nothing of affection. They do not find earthly satisfac- 
tion in each other's company. For that, they turn 
to their children, or to business, or to friends, or 
elsewhere. Perhaps they may find it in God, while 
many of them, alas I do not find it at all. 

6. And I must name one other quality which must 
be possessed by both parties, and without which there 
should, on no account, be any Marriage at all ; that 
quality is — Love. If there is no Love, in the name 
of all that is sacred and righteous, in earth and in 
Heaven, " I forbid the banns 1 " 
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IV. 

Keep off the Rocks. 

My Dbar Comrades, — 

Even at the risk of being thought tedious, 
I feol I must turn aside for a moment, from my main 
argument, in order to look at one or two of the 
more prominent dangers that confront young people — 
Y08, and older ones too— in making the selection of 
a i>artner for life. I might truly describe them as 
rocks on which any number of good people have 
su(R>red shipwreck, thereby marring the whole joy 
and usofulness of their after lives. 

\s One rock on which many thus make shipwreck 
in thivH matter, is what, in homely phrase, we speak 
of as ** (lood I/x>k8." They get wrong by allowing 
thoir choice to be influenced chiefly by the outward 
aptH^nuice. Some charm of feature, or figure, or 
YoicOi or something else, attracts and pleases, leading 
rtrwt to (Vioudlinoss and familiarity, then to an En- 
K«^in<^nt, and ultimately to Marriage. . 

Now, a comely and agreeable appearance is not! 
lo bo despised ; and, if accompanied by the qualities | 
I named in my last Letter, may be wisely coveted, ;^ 
and should, when gained, be greatly prized. But <• 
whoever allows himself to be inflaenced by Good ^. 
li^mks, aj)art frooi those higher qualities which alone i 

i 
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can command abiding esteem, or ensure lasting 
happiness, will, sooner or later, find that he has 
made a mistake for which he or she may have to 
pay a heavy penalty — a mistake which may prove 
fatal to all tme interests. 

When captivated, however, by appearances, I would 
urge you, then, to remember: 

(i) That all earthly beauty must soon fade and 
pass away. A few years, at the longest, and the 
roses will pale from the cheeks, the bright eyes will 
lack their lustre, and the youthful form will largely 
lose its grace and elasticity. Yes! There must be 
something more substantial and abiding than human 
beauty, however nearly it may approach perfection, 
on which to rely for the happiness and usefulness 
of the future. 

(ii) Then it should be remembered that outward 
appearances soon lose the charm with which they 
first fascinate us, if they are not combined with more 
valuable and enduring qualities. Nothing is better 
known than the fact that the most beautiful features 
cease to please, nay, to be even noticed, after being 
looked upon for a season, except so far as they 
remind us of those rarer qualities which have more 
especially to do with our higher and nobler life. 

It is, alas I sadly too common a thing, in the 
history of wedded life, to find men turning away 
from wives of the most lovely form, to whom they 
have been united by the most sacred ties, in their 
preference for women of far less prepossessing ap- 
pearance. The same may be said of women as of 
men, the fact simply being that outww^ iotxcL ^\i\ 
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grace, however they may charm at the onset, have 
little power to hold and gratify the heart in com- 
parison with those moral and intellectual qualities 
that appeal to what is best in our nature. 

How often we see — and many of our own experiences 
are, doubtless, illustrative of the fact — that an ill- 
proportioned and actually misshapen face or figure 
will become more and more beautiful in our eyes, 
as the years go by, simply because it reminds us 
of the love, or unselfishness, or of other noble 
qualities possessed by the individual ! 

Take, for instance, the crippled son of an affec- 
tionate mother. His deformity will actually become 
beautiful in her eyes, as age creeps on, not simply 
on account of the deformity itself, but because it 
symbolises the utter weakness and dependence of her 
child. Or, it may be, because his infirmity reminds 
her of some admirable moral quality possessed by 
him, or of the strong affection he gives back in 
return for all her labour on his behalf. 

Take the case of the woman whose husband is 
brought home disfigured for life by an accident. Is 
there any lessening of her love for him in conse- 
quence ? No, 1 should say that there would probably 
be — nay, that in a vast majority of instances there 
actually is — an increase of all her tenderest feelings. 

What is the sum, then, of what I have said on 
this question? Am I saying that beauty of face 
and grace of form are evils, or at best not worth 
consideration? By no means. They are great and/' 
good gifts of God, and should be prized accordingly. . 
Jf 70U fiad in a man or a woman the essentials I 

■i 
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have named to yon in these Letters, of goodness, 
and trath, and holiness, and readiness to join in a 
self-sacrificing life, thank God for it all. And if, 
in addition, the object of your esteem shonld be 
possessed of a pleasing appearance, so much the 
more precions will be your treasure, and so much 
the more value ought you to set upon it. But, in 
any case, beware lest your admiration and love should 
lead you to idolatry, and so provoke your Heavenly 
Father to remove your idol from before your eyes. 

2. The second rock on which men and women often 
come to grief on this subject is Money. By this, 
I mean any temporal advantages that may offer 
themselves as inducements to Marriage. Much that 
I have said concerning the danger already referred 
to, is also applicable to this. But still, this is a 
peril so serious, and so real, that I must add some 
further counsel respecting it. 

While men and women often fall into the former 
mistake, unwittingly, they frequently drift on to 
this rock with their eyes wide open, or even, alas! 
they drift on to it of a set purpose. They are lured 
into Marriage solely by the attraction of certain 
earthly benefits ; or, in other words, they sell them- 
selves, body and soul, for a bit of gold. How many 
lives of glorious promise and possibilities have I seen 
wrecked on this reef! There have been, in my 
experience, it is true, some beautiful exceptions: 
the money, the position, the advantages gained by 
Marriage have been sanctified, laid on the altar, and 
made helpful to a holy, consecrated, soul- winning life ; 
but the exceptions have, I say it witii ^Qiio^ ^>i^^\ilwi ^ 
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Now, observe what I say. I am speaking to 
Salvationists, or to any others, so far as that goes, 
who may be in danger of being influenced in their 
choice merely by prospects of " Better-qffhess " of one 
kind or another. To them I say, Stop a moment, 
and consider what yon want in the partner with 
whom you expect to live out the rest of your days ; 
whose lot, with its trials, battles, and sorrows, you 
are going to share for better or for worse. 

If there is to be any happiness in your heart and 
home, the partner you select must command your 
personal love and respect, and give back to your 
heart a real sympathy on all the main questions 
that will most influence life. Can you be happy with 
him or with her under any other conditions ? I 
answer, " No, you cannot ; I do not care who you are." 

Here is a sum in Matrimonial Arithmetic. Work 
it out for yourself. Answer it to your own heart 
" Which is preferable, a cottage with love and sym- 
pathy, or a mansion without?" 

For instance, we will suppose that you marry that 
man for what he has, and what he promises to bestow 
upon you, and not for what he is. He is not what 
you desire in aflfection, in religion, or Salvationism. 
But he has property or position, and you will be 
able to live in a larger house, and to keep servants. 
You will have better clothes to wear, more comforts 
in sickness, and something in store for a rainy day. 

Now, let me ask the readers of this Letter who 
may be in perplexity as to how they ought to act 
in such a case, a question which will, I think, help 
them to a right conclusion. " Would you, as a 
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good SalvatioDist, marry that man without these 
earthly advantages ? Would you have him if he 
were poor and friendless, or without the things that 
now charm you ? " If your heart answers, *' No ; I 
would not," then I say, " Do not have him at any 
price, for you will be happier, holier, and more useful 
in the humblest dwelling, with a husband or a wife 
who is one with you in heart and soul, than in a 
palace without — nay, more, you will be happier, holier, 
and more useful without being married at all, than 
you would be united with one whose great attraction 
in your eyes is the base and sordid advantage of this 
world's goods. 

There are, doubtless, other rocks on which married 
happiness and usefulness go to pieces, but I cannot 
refer to them now. Perhaps I have noticed those 
most likely to affect Salvationists, and on these I 
think I have said sufficient. I speak as unto the 
wise. "Judge ye what I say." 

But in the concluding words of my last Letter, 
I referred to a subject which deserves a more 
prominent notice than was given to it there. I said, 
that whatever else was, or was not, found in the 
qualifications demanded for Marriage, there must be 
Lave — ^that is, there must be not merely a passing 
regard, but a deep affection. If that is there, in 
addition to the qualities I have named, then, I think, 
trusting in Divine Providence, the engagement may 
be made, with the confident anticipation that the 
blessing of God will be given to the union that is 
to consummate it. 
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V. 

Let God Guide You* 

My Deab Comradbs, — 

I fancy that I hear one of my readers, who 
has gone thus far with me on this sabject, saying 
after reading my last Letter, '^ It is not difficult 
for The General, to describe the sort of husband 
or wife to be desired ; but what I want to know 
is. Where is this ideal partner to be found? I 
would certainly like to make that discovery. If, 
General, you can show me where I can find my 
mate, or, failing to go so far as that — if you can 
describe the best method of discovering the individual, 
you will serve me well." 

Now, that is, I admit, a difficult question with 
which to deal, and especially is it so in the case 
of a woman. Whether it be the outcome of a refined 
instinct, which seeks to screen her from the morti- 
fication of having her oflfer refused, or whether it 
be the continuance of a traditional custom, which 
originated in the former barbarous domination of 
the male sex, it is still the usage in civilised society 
for men to have the privilege of selection. The 
woman must wait until her hand and heart are 
sought ; and if that solicitation is not forthcoming. 
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she must conclude it to be the will of Divine 
Providence that she should not marry at all. How- 
ever much she may desire to enter into the wedded 
state, or however strongly she may feel that some 
particular individual is suitable and necessary to 
her happiness, it would not be thought modest or 
becoming in her to make known her preferences. 

" If mam, come not to gather 
The roses where they stand. 
They fade amwng the foliage, 
They cannot seek his hand^ 

This may, or may not, be all for the best, but it 
is the prevailing rule. I cannot alter it, and will 
not, therefore, waste time on its discussion. Not- 
withstanding anything I could say or do in the 
matter, it will still continue to be the privilege of 
the man to propose, and the part of the woman to 
say "Yea" or "Nay" to his request. And yet, 
while this is so in theory, I am inclined to think 
that not very many women suffer seriously from it 
in practice, seeing that Love is usually sufl&ciently 
ingenious and determined to find a method of 
making known its preferences to the individual it 
is disposed to honour. 

In the matter of finding a mate, I should think 
that a woman is at a considerable advantage in The 
Salvation Army. It is true that her sphere of 
choice will be limited ; but bearing in mind the 
character of the husband desired, and admitting 
that a bad husband is worse, by many degrees, than 
none at all, her opportunities of being well ixia.tj5>\i^^ 
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will be, at least, as nnmerons, and as favourable as 
those she will be likely to find outside its ranks. 

But, I am asked to give some general rules for 
guidance in the matter of finding the right partner, 
and I begin by repeating the advice already given : 

1. Make your wish known to God^ and rest in 
His direction. He knows all you need, and has 
engaged to supply it. Leave yourself in His hands. 
What is faith for, if it is not for such a business as 
this ? Marriage has more to do with the happiness, 
holiness, and usefulness of the ordinary run of people 
than any other thing that can happen to them apart 
from personal religion. It is, at least, one of the 
most important events ,in human history. It has 
been said, and that with truth, "Better never to 
have been born than to be miserably wed." Seeing, 
then, the importance of the transaction, can God 
do other than take a deep interest in it, on your 
behalf? Can He refuse to give the guidance of His 
Holy Spirit, with respect to all that concerns it, 
when that guidance is honestly sought? 

I am a great believer in the old saying that 
" Marriages are made in Heaven " ; that is, the 
good ones are ; for, alas I judging by their character 
and results, many unions must have been concocted 
in Hell. It is easy for some of us to believe that 
the good ones have been planned by the Angels, if 
not by the Divine Being Himself. I think mine 
was. If any event in my history was " ear-marked " 
by His blessed fingers, I think it must have been 
my Marriage. I was not seeking it. All my plans 
of life looked in another direction. The day I met 
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my Beloved was the very day on which, freed from 
the cares of business, I was set at liberty to devote 
my whole being to the work of saving souls. For 
eight long years I had been coveting this opportunity, 
and now that the desired hour had come, I did not 
want any other passion, pursuit, or purpose, to 
divert my energies from making the most of it. 
I was anxious to employ every moment in attaining 
the qualifications that would fit me for the life of 
Christ-like labour that had at length opened before 
me ; and now, here was a kind of rival aflfection 
knocking at the door of my heart. I did not want 
an engagement. 

Besides this, I had, at that moment, no immediate 
prospect in view of " acquiring the means " to support 
Marriage, and an engagement without such prospect, 
appeared to me then, as it does now, to be a great 
folly. It must be so, I argued over and over again. 
I did not want to marry — indeed, I cared then very 
little whether I ever married at all, and, at the 
moment, I could have given up and forfeited every 
such prospect without a groan. I wanted to be a 
successftd Soul-winner; and this new, prospective 
experience would, I thought, have interfered with 
my purpose ; and so I fought the idea of an engage- 
ment, and a hundred times I bade the intruding 
afiection to be gone. 

But the affection obeyed me not. It seemed to 
have descended from Heaven, declaring that it had 
not come to destroy, but to fulfil my sanctified 
covetousness ; and then, my Beloved, with her quick 
insight, seeing into my position, had ^t^.^:.^ ^\A 
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sense enongh to become one with me, at once, in 
my holy ambition. She could wait, and if necessary 
she wonld wait, not years only; but, if the hour 
in which we could be united in harmony with that 
heavenly ambition came not, she could wait for ever. 
Thus it seemed evident that my union was ordered 
of the Lord; and, in the light of the events that 
have followed, who will say that it was not? 

2. The cultivation of those qualities which are 
most attractive to Godj and most approved by 
sensible people, will be likely to bring the right 
partner to your side. If you want to win a light- 
headed, frivolous, worldly, half-saved person, you 
can do nothing better calculated to attain success 
than to display those qualities yourself. If you 
wish to marry in Laodicea, you had better settle at 
once in that city. But if you want a solid, sensible, 
holy, devoted partner, then the possession and mani- 
festation of the qualities you seek in another will 
be most likely to secure for you the gratification 
of your desire. The Bible speaks of "the beauty 
of Holiness " ; and there is nothing so attractive to 
a good Salvationist as the truthfulness, meekness, 
kindness, and devotion, which that term describes. 
Exhibit them. 

3. Possess your soul in patience. Do not be in 
a hurry. Oh, how many there are who find it 
diflScult to exercise that virtue when they come to 
deal practically with this question I What fools 
people make of themselves by their unseemly and 
ridiculous haste I And yet, how often have I seen 
the proverb fulfilled with respect to it, " All things 
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come tx) them that wait." " If you run after happi- 
ness," we say and know, "she will flee from you." 
If you show yourself independent of her channs by 
abiding in the path of duty and obedience, happiness 
will surely follow, and overtake you too. This I 
have often observed to be true, with respect to the 
seeking of wives and husbands. Good men are 
afraid of loud, bold, and man-like women who are 
ever pushing themselves upon their notice, and in 
their timidity leave them severely alone; while the 
man who goes wife-hunting, of set purpose, will 
frequently pass by the very woman he needs, and 
fasten on the one he ought to have studiously avoided. 
But, after all, there is much mystery in this busi- 
ness, and some things that have pained me not a little. 
I cannot understand why one is taken, and another 
left. There is one thing I do know, however, which 
seems to throw some little light upon the question, 
and that is the accepted fact, that this life is not only 
a battle-field on which we have to wrest the prey 
from the teeth of the mighty, but a school in which 
the soul has to be disciplined for future happiness 
and nobler toil. The progress that some will make 
in this disciplinary process will doubtless be greater, 
thereby enabling them to bring more glory to the 
great Master, who Himself trod the unmarried path, 
than would have been the case had they been married. 
Let them, therefore, abide in the calling in which 
they are called ; and with joy accept their lot as the 
appointment of their God. 
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VI. 

The Proper Partner* 

My Deab Comrades, — 

And now, I will suppose that you have met 
with the individual who comes up to the standard 
you have fixed for your future partner, or who has 
as nearly done so as anyone you expect to find. 

I will suppose, further, that you have prayed for 
Divine guidance, reflected carefully on the matter 
yourself, and advised with those whose years, ex- 
perience, and Salvationism qualify them for giving 
the counsel that you need. 

I will suppose, also, that you have taken all 
reasonable means for discovering whether the chosen 
one is, in reality, what he or she has appeared to be 
to you. This is a very necessary step, for, alas ! there 
are some men, and also some women, who are equal 
to the task of deceiving the very elect in this respect. 
Many a poor woman has woke up, soon after her 
wedding day, with a broken heart, to weep half her 
life away, on finding how far the real character and 
circumstances of her husband diflfered from the repre- 
sentations he had made to her before the Marriage. 
But it is now too late for the mistake to be remedied. 

If you are an OflScer, you will, according to the 
Orders and Regulations of The Army, have received 
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the consent of Headquarters to yonr Engagement. 
Some Officers have kicked at this arrangement, and 
loudly complained of it, while some of our critics have 
quoted it as a proof of the terrible bondage to which 
the Officers of The Salvation Army are subjected. 
Happy would it have been for ^ome of them if they 
had only been under some similar Eegulation, and 
had profited by a similar system of guidance, when 
entering upon their own Marriage engagements I 

Is it not a wise, a natural arrangement that young 
people, comparatively inexperienced in human affairs, 
far from home and friends, should be thus directed ? 
Surely, the responsibility for their guidance should 
rest upon those to whose care they have been 
entrusted by parents, and to whose control they have 
entrusted themselves, on the understanding that all 
that concerns their well-being will be looked after ? 

Moreover, can it not be seen, at first sight, to be a 
profitable arrangement for the young people them- 
selves P Possessed of an intimate knowledge of all 
our Officers, their past history, present standing, and 
future prospects, and tolerably familiar with their 
weaknesses, faults, and infirmities, are not Head- 
quarters in a position to guide, to advise, or caution 
Officers with respect to proposed engagements, and 
possibly to prevent those unions which appear likely 
to turn out badly for both parties? I have never 
been able to understand the objections which have 
been made to our rule in this matter, so eminently 
does it seem to me to be in harmony with the law 
of love, and, indeed, with the law of common sense. 

Then, is it not necessary for The Army ite^Ti? fe^x^ 
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not onr Officers an important part of oar tmest 
wealth ? — ^the very apple of our eye, as it were ? Is it 
not our first business to watch over and guard them, 
with respect to alliances which will have so much to 
do with their own well-being and with the work 
to which they have been consecrated? 

But the foregoing remarks apply only to Officers. 
Sometimes I have wished that we could have a similar 
arrangement for every Soldier in our ranks 1 Indeed, 
I shall not be surprised if, in the future, instead of 
Marriage being left to the haphazard, accidental, 
irrational system — or no system — of individual choice 
which now prevails, the whole question is entrusted 
to Councils of the wisest, most experienced and most 
spiritual people amongst us— such Councils not only 
having authority to suggest who each Officer and 
Soldier should marry, but of fixing the time when 
the event should come off, and, in certain cases, to 
decide whether they shall marry at all. 

That would be a Matrimonial Bureau, indeed 1 It 
would, no doubt, lead to some disappointments, and 
involve, here and there, no little amount of weeping 
and wailing. But the results of the unions arranged 
by it would, if I am not mistaken, work out, on the 
whole, as happily and as usefully, as is the case with 
the present plan of individual selection. 

But, I will suppose that the preliminary arrange- 
ments I have referred to have been gone through 
and settled satisfactorily, and that you have found 
the individual with whom you feel you can usefully 
and happily travel the rough paths of life ; and that, 
therefore, you have agreed upon an engagement. 
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Now, this will be one of the most interesting 
events in your history. Its importance imprel^ses 
me while I write about it. It seems as though two 
loving souls, who had agreed to live and love together, 
had been brought before me, in order that I might 
give them such advice as my age and experience 
enable me to impart. What shall I say ? My heart 
warms to you! Perhaps — nay, I am sure — there is 
no period of my life that I would more desire to live 
over again than the days of my early love. Yes, 
I could desire to repeat the time when life was 
young, and the future so full of hope, and that not 
merely in order to again experience its sanguine antici- 
pations, bub that I might avoid some of the mistakes 
that marred alike their pleasure and their profit. 

But, stop ! — I am going too fast. My warnings are 
not ended! Anxious to avoid the bitter disappoint- 
ments so often attendant upon the starting of a 
Courtship, I want to propose yet another ordeal before 
even the engagement knot is tied. 

Now, steady ! Do not begin to abuse my caution, 
by styling me "prudent beyond all reason." What 
I am going to suggest may, perhaps, expedite 
matters, and lead to happy Marriages that would not 
otherwise come off I However that may be, I propose 
that the time that elapses between the commencement 
of the engagement and the Marriage ceremony should 
be divided into two stages. . 

The first might be considered the introductory 
stage. During this period, acting in harmony with 
the knowledge of character, disposition, and circum- 
stances gained by the acquaiutance^ eittiet "^^xfcj 
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should be at liberty to say : ** I do not feel justified in 
going any furth^er with this friendship, and, therefore, 
I declare it to be at an end." 

It should be fully understood, however, that both 
parties are bound in honour not to enter upon even 
this preliminary stage, without the honest intention 
of making an engagement, in all its binding character, 
should nothing transpire that would honestly show 
it to be opposed to their happiness and well-being. 

This introductory period would allow of close con- 
versation, and correspondence, and of intimate inter- 
course, and might continue, we will say, for a month, 
or three months, each of the parties to have the right 
at the end of that time to demand a formal declaration 
with regard to the other's intentions, or to express 
their own decision on the subject. 

On this plan, neither will be able justly to complain 
of having their aflfections trifled with or unfairly 
entangled, because they can set themselves against 
any feelings beyond those which ordinarily exist 
between near friends, and they may object to any 
unreasonable prolongation of the arrangement, unless 
a decision on both sides is arrived at. 

But now, at last, we will suppose that we have 
reached the point at which both parties are so far 
satisfied with the knowledge they have gained of each 
other, as to feel justified in making a definite engage- 
ment and giving to each other solemn promises of 
Marriage. Such an agreement was formerly looked upon 
in this country, and is still regarded in some countries, 
as a very serious affair, a special ceremony being held 
to celebrate what is termed the " Betrothal." 
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VII. 

How to Make Love* 

My Dear Comrades, — 

This Letter has, at least, a very interesting 
heading ! I am sore that I think so. But I am a 
little fearfhl as to how far I shall be able to meet 
the flutter of expectation it may raise in the breaets 
of some of my readers. They, probably, regard me 
as an old-fashioned person who has forgotten, if he 
ever knew, the sweetness and happiness of the golden 
period described by the word Courtship, and who 
would, if he could have his way, reduce both life 
and love, in all their phases, to little more than a 
regulation round of dull, monotonous duty ! 

Steady, my friend, with your criticism. You are 
only revealing your ignorance of The General. Instead 
of complaining, in anticipation, patiently hear me out 
on this delicate theme. If I mistake not, my advice, 
if followed, will make the very business we are 
discussing a far more satisfactory, interesting, and 
enjoyable affair than is frequently the case. So first, 
listen to the counsels I have to offer. And without 
going further, I could almost say that nearly all the 
advice I have to give to my young Comrades might be 
included in one sentence — ^^ Regard your engagemeut 
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as a serious and honourable matter^ and let all that is 
said or done with respect to it, be said and done in that 
straightforward and dignified manner which becomes 
the position of a Salvationist.^^ Let me, however, 
explain a little further, and give you what appear to 
me to be a few necessary cautions. 

1. Beware of making your engagement the occasion 
for any conduct or conversation that is silly, or trivial, 

or unbecoming to your calling as the sons and 
daughters of God. Alas I it has often been my lot to 
observe how some people, sensible in other respects 
and at other times, will completely lose their heads 
under these circumstances, and act in the weakest and 
most senseless manner. 

2. Beware of allowing your Courtship to be made 
a reason for wasting time. I need not tell you how 
often it is so. The bare information that a couple 
have become engaged, at once suggests the idea of 
so many hours being subtracted from the period 
previously allotted to the discharge of duty to be 
spent in frivolous nothings. Do not let this be so 
in your case. Do not permit any useful work to be 
neglected, whether it relates to your Corps, your 
family, your personal improvement, or, indeed, to 
anything else. Above all, souls must not suffer, in 
any respect, because God has led you into this new 
happiness. 

3. Beware of all personal extravagances in your 
intercourse with each other. The proverb is true 
and wise which says, " Undue familiarity breeds 
contempt." Ever conduct yourselves, therefore, in the 
presence of others, with a dignified restraint ; and 
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let all your communion in private be in harmony with 
pnreness of word and thought, and with the principles 
and usages of modesty. Do nothing that will in- 
terfere with the mutual respect you feel for each 
other — ^that respect which, in the first instance, led 
you into the engagement. You will find, as you 
grow older, that the highest wisdom underiies this 
counsel. 

4. Do not parade your engagement before others 
more than is seemly and reasonable, or talk about 
it to every stranger that crosses your path. The 
temptation to do so is one before which small and 
worldly minds too often go down, and in doing so, 
only too frequently make themselves ridiculous in 
the eyes of those who have no interest in your 
personal affairs. 

And now, after these cautions, let me give you a 
few counsels. 

1. As far as is convenient, and without interfering 
with other duties, secure a reasonable and regular 
opportunity for that intercourse which will maintain, 
foster, and perfect the affection already existing, and 
which is, doubtless, necessary to your acquiring a 
sufficient knowledge of each other. 

2. Make your Courtship, as far as possible, mutually 
helpful to your spiritual work. Rather than that The 
Army and the Kingdom of Heaven should suffer by 
the new relations into which you have entered, 
determine that they shall be the gainers, and that 
your Comrades shall have reason for concluding that 
your engagement has proved a blessing to you both. 

3. Let your communion, whether in speaking or 
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writing, be rational, religious, and profitable. Do 
not be anxious about meeting too frequently, but 
when you do meet, watch your conversation, and turn 
it to good account. Try to strengthen and instruct 
one another. This advice applies equally to your 
correspondence 

(i) Write, as a general usage, at regular periods, 
so that you may know when to expect letters from 
one another ; but do not be in bondage to the rule. 

(ii) In writing, aim at saying something that will 
be useful as well as interesting. Beware of filling 
your paper with stilted nonsense or high falutin' 
sentiment and vain repetitions. You will, naturally, 
make your letters the medium of conveying assurances 
of continued affection, anticipations of a happy future, 
and accounts of the work of God. All this will, 
doubtless, be interesting and useful. At the same 
time, however, you should strive also to impart 
instruction, to warn each other against error, and to 
stir each other up to greater holiness, diligence, and 
devotion. 

4. Cultivate mutual forbearance with each other's 
imperfections, weaknesses, and shortcomings. After 
the first novelty of the intercourse has worn off, the 
real character of both parties will show itself. This, 
even in Courtship, will too often reveal a sufficient 
amount of infirmity, if nothing more serious, to call 
for the exercise of all the patience you can command. 

5. Do not complain at not finding perfection in 
your lover. Seeing that you are not yourself able to 
bring to the union that quality, do not be so unreason- 
able as to expect it in another I ** Love," they say, 
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" is blind to the faults of its object." I do not ask 
yon to be blind to the blemishes or shortcomings of 
yonr beloved ; but I do say, excuse and conceal them 
as far as is. reasonable, and, as far as possible, try to 
get them remedied. Anyway, you will need your 
dear one's patience with your infirmities; therefore 
see that you are patient with theirs. 

6. Cultivate affection. Love is a tender plant, 
and like all tender plants it will die without attention. 
If you do not find that you are able to give all the 
love that you think you ought to give, or that you 
expected you would be able to give ; or, more 
regrettable still, should you find your own affection 
vary in its strength, hold your heart true to your 
pledges, and do not permit yourself to entertain any 
thoughts of unfaithfulness — no, not for one moment. 
If you continue true, in all probability the love and 
warmth of the past will come back again, and will 
increase as the days go by. 

7. Should you be led to believe that you are not 
receiving all the tender and absorbing affection in 
return, that you feel you have a right to expect, do 
not sulk, or find fault, or use upbraiding words, and 
act like a worldling. But rather increase your care 
and attention, and make a little extra exhibition of 
your own affection, thereby showing your own faithful- 
ness and increase the likelihood of winning all the 
love you desire. 

8. Commence, at once, that course of helpfulness 
to each other's happiness, holiness, and usefulness 
which is to be continued all through your married 
days. Always pray together when you m^^t* ^Wcj ^ 
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as far as you find it possible to do so, the same 
portion of the Bible, read the same books, sing the 
same songs, pray at the same hour, share the same 
sorrows and the same joys, walk in white with the 
same Saviour — and God will be with you. 

9. Do not allow yourself, hastily, to conclude that, 
because difficulties arise and misunderstandings occur 
as your engagement grows older, that you have been 
mistaken in your choice, going on to say and do 
things in times of depression or temptation that you 
will afterwards regret. There is a great deal of truth 
in the old saying, "The course of true love never 
did run smooth." To say nothing of the difficulties 
in connection with the world around you, the very 
love you bear each other has in its bosom a thousand 
occasions for apprehensions and misgivings. 

Have patience, if the stream on which your love 
is gliding does not always run smooth, and if, at 
times, it passes through somewhat troubled and 
shallow channels, keep sailing along and you will be 
sure to come to deep water again. Anyway, never 
quarrel through the Post-office. Postpone the settle- 
ment of every difficulty till you have the opportunity 
of meeting face to face ; and then, together, hand in 
hand, and eye to eye, doubts and misgivings will 
readily fly away. 
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vin. 
Advantages and Disadvantages of Marriage* 

My Deab Comrades , — 

Now, before I proceed further with my subject, 
I desire to say something to you about Marriage 
as it may be, and often is, viewed by women who 
remain unmarried. It is, I confess, a somewhat 
diflBlcult topic to discuss here, and would perhaps 
have been dealt with more effectively by a woman — 
that is, of course, if she were a Salvationist. But 
as I am responsible for these Letters, I must speak 
of it myself. 

A large number of women remain unmarried, and 
that mainly owing to two facts. 

1. There are more women in the world than men, 
and in some countries the difference is very con- 
siderable. It is true, of course, that more males 
are born than females, but such is the greater wear 
and tear of the sterner sex from wars, accidents, and 
a fuller exposure to the risks of ordinary life, that 
the number of men is continually being reduced at 
a greater rate than the number of women. 

2. Of the men eligible for Marriage, a certain 
number for various reasons, some good and some 
execrably bad, prefer the unmarried ftt^,t<^. 



56 Love, Marriage, and Home. 

For these reasons, then — ^manifesting themselves 
in many different ways — a large nnmher of women 
have no opportunity of Marriage. By some of them 
this is looked npon as a hardship, and is a cause 
of much secret repining, leading, in some instances, 
I fear, to open rebellion against Gk)d and the order 
of His Providence. With this class I have always 
felt mnch sympathy, and I wonld fain write some- 
thing calculated to reconcile them to their lot, by 
opening before them some of the happier aspects of 
a single life. 

But here I ought to remark that there are a large 
number of unmarried women to whom the foregoing 
tlooR not in any way apply — ^they neither repine 
nor robol. For reasons, satisfactory and altogether 
)uHu>nrable to themselves, they have not desired 
MjvrrlARO— indeed, in many cases they have been 
\utwillin|]^ to marry, having declined to accept 
tt^ttmt^tlvo oj)|K>rtunities for doing so under the 
Imm^tt^nt oirtnunst^inccs. Among such reasons have 
\\^\>\\ onnnldtmUionH relating to their own health; the 
uhliijt«^tlu)m ivriHing from long and faithful friendships ; 
\\\^ dutit^i* they have felt to be absolutely binding 
}X\\K\\\ tlit^w towards young children, or others, who 
l^ttve \\^m oast by Providence, or left by loved ones, 
to thtiir o^re j the loving provision they have delighted 
\k\ wftke for beloved parents ; and, most sacred of all, 
the uUiui« upon them of the Kingdom of Christ. 

1 have known beautiful women who have been 
waryied in spirit, to a beloved mother or an aged 
fl^thar, or who have had the care of the children 
of a deceased friend, or sister, or brother, laid upon 
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their hearts, and who would have felt it a most 
serious breach of duty to abandon their trust for 
the Marriage state. Others I have met, who have 
been so taken up with business, or art, or literature, 
or with the claim of some responsible position, that 
with them the question has scarcely been raised at 
all. While again, I have known many gifted and 
beloved women, and these I place very high in my 
estimate of all that is purest and best in this poor 
world, belonging to the holy company of Virgins, 
who have, of their own choice, remained unmarried 
for the sake of their dear Master, and the Salvation 
of precious souls. 

Still, there are a number of unmarried women who 
do not remain single of their own free will, and 
who, I am afraid, are not happy in the station in 
which God has placed them. On the contrary, they 
find it difficult to believe that God has had much, 
if anything at all, to do with placing them there. 

Now I want to have a word with these dear sisters, 
and to mention some considerations which, taken 
together, will perhaps help them to view the matter 
differently, and to feel that after all, the uncertainties 
of Marriage are so great, and its burdens so serious, 
that they may, notwithstanding all they now feel, 
be really in a very much happier and better position 
than would have been theirs as married women. 

" All is not gold that glisters " is true in the 
matrimonial world, as in everv other sphere of human 
experience. With how many women are the illusions 
under which they were married destroyed before 
the first month of married life had passed a^o.^ I 
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How many, alas ! have I known who would, after 
a little experience, have given their right hands 
to have the Marriage knot untied, and to be free 
once more. But they found that to be impossible 1 
They had made their bed, dreaming it was to be 
one of roses. They had to wake up out of their 
dream to find it a couch of thorns I 

These things do not often come to light — at any 
rate, not all at once, for pride and despair and peculiar 
circumstances prevent a large proportion of this 
sorrowing company from talking much of the biting 
disappointment they have suffered, and therefore the 
bitterness of their lot is endured in secret. But the 
bitterness and the mortification are there. And even 
when so large a measure of misery may not always 
follow, there are only too many instances in which 
the change brings with it few of the bright advan- 
tages that were anticipated, while it furnishes a crop 
of new trials, so large and so real, that but for the 
selfish interests of the home and the instinctive love 
of a family, life would be scarcely endurable. 
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IX. 

Advantages and Disadvantages of 
Marriage* (Continued.) 

My Deab Comrades, — 

Marriage has, beyond qnestion, advantages for 
both the parties, but it must be borne in mind, that 
associated ynth them are also many disadvantages. 
Especially does this apply to woman. Indeed, for 
her, Marriage is not infrequently a kind of lottery, 
and no woman can tell beforehand what sort of 
number she is going to draw, or what relation the 
gains and joys of her new position will bear to its 
sorrows and losses. It may truly be termed a leap 
in the dark. 

Let every woman who is disposed to murmur be- 
cause no one seeks her hand, look these disadvantages 
fairly and squarely in the face before allowing dis- 
content to mar her confidence in her Heavenly 
Father's care. To begin with : 

1. Few wonaen can be absolutely certain as to how 
far their Marriage will affect their health, or whether 
it may not cost them life itself. It is true that 
Marriage is beneficial to many women, and, doubtless, 
life is prolonged by it in some cases. It is said that 
women who are married live longer tl[i^,\i \.\ic>^^ ^V*^ 
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remain single ; but that is a fact which can, I fancy, 
be accounted for without making it an argument in 
favour of Marriage. 

But whether some women are benefited physically 
or not, I know that a great many who have scarcely 
known an ache or a pain before their Marriage become 
invalids very soon afterwards, and we have all had 
precious Comrades who have been hurried home by 
one or other of the trying and often dangerous ill- 
nesses which are commonly associated with married 
life. 

2. No woman can be sure how far a husband's 
disposition, tastes, and temper will harmonise suffi- 
ciently with her own, to make her contented and happy. 
The Scripture asks, "How can two walk together 
unless they be agreed?" That is, how can they 
walk together in harmony unless they are of the 
same opinion with respect to the road they travel, 
the calls they should make, and a good many other 
matters relating to the journey. 

Now, if this agreement be necessary to the comfort- 
able companionship of two travellers who can dissolve 
partnership at will, how indispensable must it be 
to the man and the woman who have to travel the 
rugged journey of life together, and who cannot be 
separated, however much they may desire it, until 
death shall part them? 

Someone has said that there are people with whom 
they would rather live an eternity in Heaven than 
a week on earth. That is, I suppose, in the hope 
that these uncongenial people are going to be changed 
to considerable advantage before they reach that 
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better world I Whether this be so or not, I certainly 
have known a considerable number of individuals 
myself who have, beyond question, been very good 
intentioned, but whose society I have not cared about 
any longer than was absolutely necessary for the 
work in hand. 

But are we not all constantly meeting with such 
people? They may be really excellent and well- 
meaning folk, but there is something about their 
spirit, or their manner, or their conversation, that is 
uncongenial, that jars on our nerves, that shuts us 
up, and makes us glad to escape from them at the 
first decent opportunity. What would it be, we 
sometimes ask ourselves, to be shut in with such 
companions for life, or at best only to be able to 
leave them for a few hours at a time? 

But someone will say, " Oh I I would look well 
and long at any man before I entered into such a 
nnion with him." Quite so. But that is, I suppose, 
just what a great many do, and yet find, when it is 
too late, that they have been totally mistaken in 
the judgment they have formed, and so find them- 
selves bitterly disappointed in the expectations they 
have cherished. 

I am not saying that any Salvationist would, 
willingly, mislead the woman whom he sought for 
a bride. And yet, Salvationists will, naturally, put 
on their Sunday best when they go courting, and 
not only seek to make a good impression in respect 
to things outward, but to make the best appearance 
possible as to their inner character. I do not 
altogether complain of this, for it is both natural 
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and hoQonrable that a man shoald desire to stand 
well in every way in the eyes of the woman he wants 
to win. 

And yet, after all, there is little need for the 
practice of any deceptive arts in the prosecution 
of this business, for women are at such times only 
too often so infatuated, as to establish beyond ques- 
tion the truth of the proverb that " Love is blind." 
If it had not been so, how many of the miserable 
matches which I have striven to prevent, and over 
which I have afterwards had sorrowfully to mourn, 
would never have taken place! Oh, the instances 
I could mention, in which I have laboured to show 
comrades and friends the unsuitability, for such 
reasons as those I have named, of proposed unions; 
but, alas I I have only laboured in vain. " There are 
none so blind as those who will not see." In many 
cases, the woman has made me feel that the truth 
has not been welcome to her, solely because it has 
gone against her feelings ; and, even when compelled 
to admit the circumstances to be as I have represented 
them, she has foolishly reckoned on her ability to 
effect such favourable changes in the character and 
conduct of her lover, as to bring everything out right 
in the end. 

But what I am insisting upon is the fact, that, no 
matter how careful a woman may be in the selection 
of a husband, she runs considerable risk of disappoint- 
ment in the object of her choice. Incompatibility 
of temper which she has had no chance of discovering ; 
differences in taste and judgment which have been 
almost imperceptible in early acquaintance ; or 
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divergencies of opinion npon those great problems 
which have to be faced by every man and woman, 
sooner or later, may effectually prevent that agree- 
ment which is absolutely essential to domestic 
happiness. Instead, therefore, of unreasonably lament- 
ing that Marriage has been denied her, woman may 
often have substantial reason for thanking God, that, 
in mercy, she has been held back from a lifetime 
of discomfort, if not of actual misery. 

3. Again, when considering the advantages of 
Marriage, it should be remembered that no woman 
can be fully assured beforehand about her husband's 
secret habits. This may appear, at the first glance, 
to be a very similar difficulty to the one previously 
mentioned, but a little thought will show that it is 
not a distinction without a difference. The former 
difficulty related chiefly to natural disposition; the 
present has to do with habits that have been 
acquired. 

How can a woman be quite sure that the man who 
seeks her hand is not a secret cheat, or addicted to 
falsehood ; that he is not the slave of some loathsome 
lust ; or, in some other form, the creature of usages 
which, of themselves, will be sufficient to make her 
miserable all the rest of her days, and to curse her 
children after her? 

Now, I do not say that such fears alone ought to 
deter a woman from Marriage who has prayed for 
guidance, and used her reason on the subject ; but I 
do say that she runs grave risks from which those 
who remain unmarried are free. 

4. It will be admitted without discussion, that the 
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woman who remains single escapes the ceaseless 
anxieties and toils asaally associated with married 
life. I know, and do not wish in any way to disguise 
the fact, that there are, in a large nimiber of cases, 
great joys and satisfactions to be set over against the 
troubles of married life. Bat no one who has had 
the opportunity of observing the cares of a married 
woman with a family, especially if she has only a 
small income, can deny that it often represents an 
uninterrupted career of trial, stretching almost from 
the altar to the grave. 

Consider only one part of the burden, the pains 
and perils — owing, no doubt, to the unnatural condi- 
tions under which so large a part of the people live — 
unavoidably connected with bearing and bringing a 
family into the world. The sicknesses which are all 
but certain to come afterwards, the anxieties of early 
training, and the trials which only too often await 
the affectionate mother through the waywardness of 
children in after-life. 

The lot of many a married woman is, I fear, little 
better than that of a beast of burden. She must 
either be continually shut up with the children at 
home, or, escaping occasionally from her prison- 
house, be torn by anxieties during absence from it, 
about the little world she has left behind. Added to 
these are a thousand other anxieties of different kinds. 

I am, of course, speaking of the married condition 
from the human standpoint. I want the single 
women to see that if they do not find ^admission into 
the Temple of Marriage, they will, at least, escape 
much anguish by remaining outside its gate. 
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5. The single woman retains much freedom of 
action, which, do as she will, she mast forfeit if she 
marries. I hope to say something a little later on 
the obedience a woman is bound to render to her 
hnsband, but there can be no question that Marriage 
is often little more than a modified and respectable 
kind of bondage. While unmarried, not only does she 
retain her liberty of action, being free to come and go 
at pleasure, regardless of the convenience of another, 
but she has full freedom to fight for God and souls 
to the utmost limit of her opportunity and her gifts. 
This liberty must of necessity be curtailed in some 
degree when she marries. 

Now, I am not going to say that thousands of both 
Officers and Soldiers are not glad for their beloved 
wives to be as fully given up to the War after their 
Marriage as they were before, but family cares and 
necessities forbid. Someone must attend to these 
duties, either one or other of the two, and the 
obligation naturally devolves upon the wife. Just 
so I That is exactly what I am insisting upon. Paul 
says, " The unmarried woman careth for the things 
of the Lord that she may be holy, both in body and 
in spirit; but she that is married careth for the 
things of the world how she may please her husband." 
That is true ; and not only is she concerned about 
the welfare of her husband, but she is compelled, by 
custom and instinct, to look after his children and 
his home. Necessarily, therefore, she is largely shut 
out from the happy task of fighting for God among 
the multitude. 

The woman who remains unmarried, in order to 
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serve her generation better, must be very near to the 
heart of Jesns Christ. God will, in an important 
sense, be her husband, and fill her sonl with satis- 
faction more than equal to any she would reap in 
Marriage. 

Many women are, I believe, endowed by nature 
with gifts far more likely to be employed with 
advantage to themselves and the world around them 
while they remain single. There is something about 
them of natural capacity, of inborn quality, which 
seems to mark them out for rendering great services 
to those among whom their lot is cast, and which 
service they would be less likely to perform for the 
many if they became the exclusive possession of 
the few. To such women, it seems to me, that a 
wise Providence often refuses, if it does not actually 
prohibit. Marriage. They are kept by what used to 
be called a "particular providence" from throwing 
away their lives and gifts ; and although they may 
not always see it thus, and may not always accept it, 
the world has abundant reason to rejoice in their 
single lives of true service and single-hearted devotion 
to the good of others. 

There is no doubt also that to many women, the 
condition of single life is pre-eminently adapted to 
aid the development of their own character and their 
growth in the likeness of Christ. For them the 
distractions and anxieties usually associated with 
Marriage would only tend to break the bruised reed 
and quench the smoking flax. Heart and soul are 
alike destined for a perfect union with the mind and 
will of God, and that union will never be brought 
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about for them, except in the separation from those 
closer human ties which Marriage so quickly creates 
and strengthens. Looking forward, therefore, to the 
ultimate issue of human experience and the glorious 
triumphs of grace which the Heavenly world will 
reveal in them, their all-wise and all-loving God 
seeks to order their lives so that nothing shall turn 
them from the high path, which alone can lead them 
to the Lamb. He sees that Marriage would offer 
them temptations and trials beyond their strength, 
or drag them down from the mountain-top of spiritual 
communion, and so He directs their course otherwise. 
As many holy women find a continual call from God 
to labour for Him, in the ceaseless cares and conflicts 
of family life, so may the consecrated women whom 
Providence has led into a lonelier path find in the 
separation from much they may have desired, not an 
occasion for grief, but a gracious evidence that their 
Lord and Master has chosen them for a particularly 
important life of usefulness on the earth, and for the 
closest union and most precious joys of the life to 
come. 
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X. 

The Wedding. 

My Dear Comrades, — 

Those who have journeyed with me thus far 
will remember that in previous Letters I have given 
our young people some counsels as to the principles 
which should guide them in selecting a partner ; and 
have said something also upon the interesting topic 
of Courtship. I come now to the still more im- 
portant theme— -Marriage itself. 

At the very gate, as it were, of the Union stands 
the Wedding Ceremony, on which a little homely 
advice will, I trust, not be thrown away. 

1. My first counsel is, Have a proper Salvation 
Wedding, This piece of advice may appear un- 
necessary ; but it is not so. You will find that 
friends and relatives belonging to the religious 
denominations around you, or those professing no 
religion at all, will often oppose the idea; but you 
must stand firm in your determination. 

Come to an understanding between yourselves, and 
carry it through. If people, whom you would like 
to be present at the Ceremony, refuse to come, you 
cannot help their absence. You can tell them that, 
on this, one of the most interesting and important 
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occasions of your life, you are resolved to bear 
witness to your Saviour's love after the fashion 
followed by your own people. 

2. Eesolve that, so far as you can prevent it, 
none of the silly usages commonly prevalent on such 
occasions shall degrade the Ceremony. You need not 
quarrel with friends, who think there is any con- 
ceivable value in scattering rice, throwing old slippers, 
or any other similar antiquated practices. If they 
imagine that such trivial customs serve to express 
their good wishes for your future welfare, let them 
observe them. But as Salvationists you will not be 
influenced by such foolish and old wives' fables. 

The same remark applies to the notions entertained 
by some people with regard to omens and times and 
seasons. On no account would they be married on 
a Friday, or on the thirteenth day of the month, 
while the barking of a dog, or the crowing of a cock 
at what they think an unseasonable hour, and I know 
not what else, would be regarded as reliable signs of 
" bad luck " for the future. Away with all such 
nonsense from the mind of the Salvationist ! He 
has the assurance that none of the accidents of life 
can prevent the fulfilment of God's gracious purposes 
concerning him. To him all days are good, suitable 
alike for deeds worthy in themselves, and which will 
carry with them the approval of his Lord. 

3. Determine that the occasion shall, as far as 
possible, be a season of gladness. If there is any 
period in the life of a man or woman that should 
be bright and cheerful, surely it is their Wedding-day . 
The novel circumstances in which you Yrill &v<l 
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yourself placed, the presence and congratulations of 
your friends, together with the promise the event 
will give of joy and gladness, will be likely to banish 
from your minds all anxieties about the present, and 
to call into exercise a lively faith for the future. 
So be merry, and call together your Comrades, and 
bid them be merry with you. Bring out the comet, 
beat the drum, sound the timbrel, and lift up your 
voices to Heaven in praise and thanksgiving. 

While thus expressing your joy, do something 
towards creating gladness in the hearts of others. 
Salvationists are not, often, able to provide expensive 
feasts for the poor and the needy. They are, as a 
rule, poor and needy themselves; but to the extent 
of their ability, they should, on such occasions, see 
that some humble Comrade, some lonely widow, or 
some needy stranger, share in the happiness and 
plenty of their Marriage-day. 

4, AVhile seeking to make your Wedding-day 
bright and cheerful, beware of lightness and frivolity. 
Human nature is prone to extremes; and it is in 
seasons of legitimate mirth that the temptation to 
foolish jesting, to giggling and empty laughter — 
always so unbecoming in Saints and Soldiers — is 
most likely to lead them astray. I do not think 
that such levity is, to any serious extent, common 
amongst us; but I have heard stories of giddiness 
and jocularity on these occasions which, while not, 
perhaps, actually wrong in themselves, have been 
very unlike Salvationism, and, consequently, calculated 
to do harm. Officers and Soldiers should be very 
careful to avoid these unseemly exhibitions. 
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5. Arrange that the public ceremony shall, as far 
as possible, be the means of conveying spiritual 
benefit to yonr own sools, and, in addition, to the 
Comrades, friends, and strangers who may come to 
witness it. A Wedding has an attraction for strangers 
pecoliar to itself. There are many people who will 
come to the religions ceremony connected with it, 
who would not under any other circumstances attend 
a Salvation meeting. Therefore, you ought to do 
what you can to make the service useful to them. 
The Apostle Paul says : " Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God." 

Acting on that principle, an occasion, which I have 
shown to be one of the most interesting and important 
events of your earthly history, ought to be made 
to promote the end which every Salvationist should 
always have in view — the glory of God and the 
benefit of those around him. 

6. Avoid all vain display j and unnecessary expendi- 
ture. While providing things decently and in order 
in the sight of those attending the Service, do not 
allow your Wedding to be made an excuse for trans- 
gressing those rules of simplicity, modesty, and 
separation from the world which you embraced when 
you became Salvationists. When I read the descrip- 
tions of fashionable Marriages, now so common, and 
remember how frequently they are imitated by people 
in the humbler walks of life, I am grieved at the 
scandalous waste and the shameful pride and vanity 
displayed ; and, alas I all openly sanctioned and en- 
dorsed by a religious service and by religious leaders. 
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Let my dear people keep as far as possible from 
anything approaching such foolish and extravagant 
exhibitions ; and thereby compel the world to admire 
their simplicity, and to acknowledge the reality of 
their profession as followers of our meek and lowly 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It will help you to 
accomplish this if, in all thoroughness, you stick to 
your uniform. 

7. Seek an interview with the Officer who will 
conduct the Ceremony a little time before the day 
appointed, and make plain to him what your wishes 
are with respect to it. Give him to understand, that 
while you desire that the Service shall be conducted 
with cheerfdlness, you wish it to be made a means 
of spiritual benefit to those who may be present. 

8. Familiarise yourself with the nature of the 
Service^ and more particularly with the part you 
will have to take in it. Consider carefully the 
solemn pledges you are about to make to God and 
to your Partner ; and pray, earnestly, that He may 
give you grace to be true to them. By thinking 
carefully over the Service in which you are about 
to join, and weighing well what you will have to say, 
you will do much to prevent the nervousness and 
flustration so common to such an occasion. 

When you are asked to speak, say a few words 
in a simple, modest, and earnest manner, honouring 
your Lord, by testifying to His past goodness in 
your conversion and preservation, and avow your 
resolution to serve Him faithfully in your new circum- 
stances ; exhorting all present to a full consecration 
of themselves to the doing of His will. 
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It will not only make you happier at the time, 
but increase the glad remembrance of the hour for ever 
after, if the Ceremony should be made an occasion 
for the bestowment of a great blessing on the Soldiers 
of the Corps, leading them to a fuller preparation 
for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb ; and, if any 
of the sinners present can be induced to seek mercy, 
it will be more delightful still. 

9. The same spirit which I have exhorted you to 
observe in the public meeting should gotern any 

festive gathering that may be held in connection 
with it. I cannot perceive why the spirit which 
influences us in the public service should not equally 
pervade our conversations, songs, and prayers in the 
private feast. 

In short, seeing that your Wedding-day is one 
of the most important days of your life, I think 
you should unite together in making it a time of 
heavenly satisfaction and spiritual profit, not only 
to yourselves, but to all concerned. 

10. While avoiding all unsuitable familiarity in 
the presence of the public, you should, at the same 
time, treat each other with all the respect^ affection^ 
and thoughtfulness that are reasonable under the 
circumstances, and which you will feel to be each 
other's due. 

11. At the end of the day, commence your new 
life by a re-consecration of yourselves to the service 
of God at the feet of your Saviour. 
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XI. 

Begin Married Life Aright* 

My Dear Comrades, — 

Before I proceed to deal with the relations 
that ought to exist between husbands and wives, it 
seems to be desirable that I should say something 
more particularly as to the feelings and motives 
which ought to influence men and women on the 
threshold of their union. 

I do not think much consideration will be required, 
to show that a mutual agreement on certain leading 
questions is intimately connected with a happy 
Marriage, if not absolutely essential to it ; and, 
although I have already mentioned some of the 
matters to which I am now about to refer, I believe 
it will be found useful to consider them again, and 
that a little more fully. The first thing I mention 
carries in its train almost all that follow : — 

1. Those resolved to unite their lives in Marriage 
should do so as avowed Salvationists. They should 
honourably intend to live, and love, and work 
together as such. They should remember that their 
happiness will depend on what they are, and not 
on the things they may acquire. There is no power 
in changed circumstances to alter character ; the 
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changed circnmstancea may be friendly to snch 
alterations, but nothing more. If the character of 
the newly-married coaple hindered their happiness 
while single, it is in vain to expect anything better 
simply because they are married. If the man was 
selfish and impatient, or if the woman was pettish, 
vain, or frivolous, the same qualities will manifest 
themselves before the Wedding-day is over, or at 
least very soon after. It is absolutely necessary to 
their happiness, therefore, that the parties should 
agree in the frankest and most thorough-going fashion 
to live and die Salvation Soldiers. 

2. They should resolve beforehand, that their 
wedded life shall be governed by strictly Salvation 
principles. There can be no success in any kind 
of work without some sort of a standard by which 
to measure it. Without such a standard how can 
a man know what to aim at ? — or how can he rightly 
judge how far he has succeeded in attaining his end 
when his work is done ? The Salvationist will find 
his standard of life in the Orders and Regulations. 
They will tell him what he is to do, and how he is 
to do it, under almost every conceivable circumstance 
into which he can come — the married life included. 
When he is in any difficulty as to their interpretation, 
he can fall back upon his Commanding Officer for 
the necessary counsel. 

Now, I say to those who are about to marry — " To 
enter into this condition of life without any other 
guidance than that of your own feelings, or of the 
opinions of other people, or of any circumstances 
that may occur, is like going to sea without a chart, 
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and will be pretty sure to land yon, and yonr family — 
if yon have one — in controversy and confasion, if 
nothing worse. Bnt yon mnst not do that. Yon 
have no need to. The Orders and Begnlations, based 
as they are npon the Bible and the experience of 
mnltitndes who have been situated just as yon are, 
constitnte yonr chart. There they are, ready to yonr 
hand ; work by them, and, with the blessing of God, 
all will be weU." 

3. Those who are proposing to unite in setting up a 
home should agree as to the principles on which they 
propose that home shall be conducted. Do not say 
that the matters I am about to enumerate are too 
trifling to trouble about. They are, in reality, so 
important that the neglect of them has been found 
to mar the peace of innumerable homes, and wreck 
the fortunes of married couples without number, 
filling their whole lives with discontent and torment. 
If you refuse to regard them you may suflfer also. 
I say, then : 

(i) Decide together that you will conduct your 
home on the principles of rigid economy — economy, 
not meanness. Nothing is more hateful to God or 
more repulsive to men than the skin-flint, parsimonious 
soul which grudges every bit of bread it cuts oflF the 
loaf, and is ever scheming and dodging to keep all 
it gets. Remember the words of Solomon, " There 
is that scattereth and yet increaseth ; and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth 
to poverty." But true economy is the friend of thrift 
and comfort. Make it a rule of your life. If you 
have much of this world's goods, practise frugality, 
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in order that you may have the greater ability to 
help the cause of your Saviour and the needs of 
Lazarus, who will not be far from your door, and 
because God hates waste, and, sooner or later, will 
punish it. K you have little, do the same, that 
some crumbs from your table may find their way to 
brighten the sad lot of some around you, and that 
you may, at least, do your share in helping forward 
the Kingdom of Christ. 

Besides this, there are many benefits flowing from 
the practice of economy that will help to strengthen 
what is good in your own character, and which 
will be usefal in teaching your children the virtues 
of self-control, and self-denial, and other valuable 
qualities. 

This counsel applies to the kind of house in which 
you commence life together, the furniture you use, 
the clothes you wear ; in fact, to everything on 
which you spend your money. 

(ii) Resolve together that there shall be no debt. 
" Owe no man anything." There are exceptions to 
all rules, and I suppose to this one also ; but those 
exceptions should be few and far between. After 
the doctrine of No Sin^ I do not think that many 
things will have more to do with happy days, con- 
tented minds, and peaceful nights, than the deter- 
mined adhesion to this rule — No Debt. I recommend 
you to resolve that you will pinch and scrape and 
do any other thing, however humble it may appear, 
before going into debt. I speak on this matter as 
to a wise man and a wise woman. Judge ye of 
the wisdom of what I say. 
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4. Resolve that a settled portion of all yoar 
income shall go directly into the Lord's Exchequer. 
I do not say how much that portion should be, 
but you should read and pray and agree about 
the matter, so that there will be no occasion for 
controversy about it afterwards. I know that you 
may say in answer to this, that you cannot tell 
what your income and expenditure will be. This 
is very true ; but the probability is, that God will 
make His liberality to you depend on your generous 
care of His cause. This has been His usage with 
His people, and it has been so for generations gone 
by. Why should He not deal after the same fashion 
with you? Therefore, start fair by deciding that 
you will give Him at least a share of what He 
gives to you. I do not see how anyone can do less 
than Jacob did, and give God one-tenth of all they 
receive. 

5. Resolve that your home shall be conducted 
on the principles of righteousness. You know what 
they are : truth, honesty, purity, industry, kindness, 
and the kindred virtues flowing out of them. Go 
down before God, and tell Him that not only will 
you practise these principles, but that no one who 
abides under your roof shall violate them, if you 
can prevent it. 

6. Agree, also, that the worship of God shall be 
regularly and openly conducted in your home. I 
set up a family altar on the first day of my wedded 
life. That altar has been maintained in all the 
changes of dwellings through which I have passed,, 
from that day to this, whether in company with 
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the partner who shared it with me on that sacred 
evening, or since she passed away from the worship 
of earth to the worship of Heaven. 

7. There should be an agreement as to the treat- 
ment of relatives on both sides. That is rather a 
difficult subject, and may seem outside the range 
of my present purpose ; but I regard it as a matter 
of considerable importance. I have reason to know, 
from personal observation, that the married life of 
many husbands and wives is cursed from its com- 
mencement by the domineering interference of their 
relations. 

Take, for instance, the miseries caused in many 
households by the influence of unwise mothers — 
either of one party or the other. So promotive of 
unhappiness, discontent, and division does this often 
become, that it leads to the gravest misunderstand- 
ings in the home, and to the most intense ill-feeling 
towards the poor mothers, who, in thousands of in- 
stances, think they are doing good service to their 
sons and daughters by their advice and assistance! 

I have only the kindest feeling for the mother- 
in-law. Nothing seems more natural than that she 
should be interested in the welfare of the husband 
and wife to whom she stands so nearly related. I 
have had much personal experience on the subject 
in my own family, and never, in one single instance, 
was the help and counsel received by myself and 
my Wife from our dear mothers other than beneficial, 
and thrice welcome into the bargain. I would not 
have the kindness or attentions of the mother-in-law 
abated — no, not one single jot. 



80 Love, Marriage, and Home. 

Bnt I say to mothers-in-law, and to relatives in 
general, beware of doing anything, or exerting any 
influence, that is likely to destroy, in any measare, 
the happiness of those who are dear to yon. Do not, 
on any acconnt, pnsh your well-intentioned advice, or 
enforce your proffered assistance upon either relative 
or friends if it is likely to create division between 
them. Better stand clear, and leave them alone 
altogether, than be a cause of contention between 
them. 

And, anyway, I recommend that all newly-married 
couples should agree together, that no one shall 
interfere with the loving confidence existing between 
them. The two are to be one. "Whom God hath 
joined together let no man put asunder " — whether a 
relative or anybody else. In the ordinary matters of 
daily life, I am quite sure that it will be more for 
your personal happiness and future welfare, that you 
should make mistakes and remain united, than that 
you should avoid them if that can only be done at 
the risk of division. " United you stand, divided you 
fall." 

Am I asked what kind of treatment should be 
given to ungodly relatives? Get them converted. 
Indeed, nothing can relieve you from the obligation 
under which you are laid to do what in you lies to 
attain that blessed end. And though you may not 
always be successful in your efforts, if you deal 
faithfully with your unsaved relations, they will not 
give you very much trouble — anyway, not beyond 
seeking your assistance in their temporal diflSiculties. 

8. You shoidd agree beforehand to train your 
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children, if God should give you a family, for Him 
and for The Army. I write, as I have said before, 
to my own people, and to them I say, that it is of 
the utmost importance that you should have a clear 
understanding, that the children, many or few, shall 
be brought up as out-and-out servants of God. 

9. Lastly, I insist that you should have a fair and 
square understanding before Marriage, as to the future 
public work to be done by both parties. I am afraid 
that in some homes there is a considerable difference 
of opinion and feeling between the husband and the 
wife on this subject. 

Sometimes, it will involve the question whether 
the woman shall work publicly at all. Certainly, 
when husbands belong to the churches around us, 
there can be no doubt that this query will arise. 
And, to the shame of some Salvationists, I am afraid 
that the promise of the wife to cease publicly 
pleading the cause of her Master has actually been 
made a condition of Marriage, and to the still 
greater shame of some Salvationist women, they 
have consented to it themselves. 

To prevent anything of this kind, I urge that there 
should be a distinct agreement, beforehand, as to the 
continuance of the wife's opportunity to engage in 
public work for her Lord. This should apply to the 
character of any particular work that may be in 
contemplation at the time, and to all that God may 
require in the future. 

After the engagement that terminated in my 
Marriage, I was strangely led into the work of an 
Evangelist, I travelled from town to town, preaching 
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with remarkable success. But this seemed to neces- 
sitate correspondingly long absences from home, 
and that sort of life was one that my intended Wife 
felt that she could not endure, and therefore was 
not called upon to suffer. But she looked at it 
for a little while, prayed about it, and came to the 
conclusion that she had no right to put the personal 
satisfaction she would derive from my company in the 
way of my usefulness. She gave me up to it, there- 
fore, and agreed that if, after Marriage, it proved 
to be the will of God that three-fourths or more of 
my time should be spent away from home, she would 
not oppose it. Circumstances arose, however, which 
rendered it unnecessary for her to make this sacrifice, 
as the remarkable gifts she afterwards developed 
made it very desirable for her to travel with me. 
Still, she had most distinctly given me to understand 
beforehand, that she was ready and willing to fall 
in with the will of God in the matter, though it 
involved a very real sacrifice to her. 

Anyway, and under all circumstances, there should 
be a perfect agreement before going to the altar, 
on everything that may interfere with the unity 
and happiness, holiness and usefulness of married 
life. Better love and live apart if you cannot agree, 
than marry and live together and wrangle ever 
afterwards ! 
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XII. 

The Relations of Husband and Wife. 

My Dear Comrades, — 

Now we shall all agree, that what Marriage 
proves to a man will depend not only npon the wife 
he chooses, but also npon his subsequent treatment of 
her. Bnt that treatment will, largely, be influenced 
by the views he entertains as to the relation in which 
she will stand to him, and of the authority he may 
exercise over her. Three ideas commonly prevail on 
this question. 

1. The first I mention is that of Proprietorship. 
This says in effect : " My wife is my property. I can 
love or hate her ; I can cherish or starve her ; I 
can protect, defend, and worship her, or I can treat 
her with every form of cruelty I can devise, so long 
as I stop short of actually maiming her person or 
taking her life." 

I know that the opinions of society have, of late, 
very much changed on this question, and that laws 
have been enacted, during recent years, which afford 
woman some measure of security ; and I know also, 
that kind-hearted people have formed associations for 
the protection of those who are, unfortunately, tied 
to such heartless husbands. It is an occasion of tnte 
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joy to me, that The Salvation Army has succeeded 
in changing the hearts and characters of so many 
of these crnel sons of Belial, transforming them, by 
the Grace of God, from fiends in haman shape, into 
men of tenderness and devotion. 

There has been considerable improvement in this 
direction during my lifetime; although, God knows, 
things are still bad enough. But this is not, exactly, 
my topic now. I only mention it, because the 
necessity for making such laws proves that many 
husbands do entertain the idea that Marriage gives 
them the absolute ownership of the wife. Some of 
the baser sort of husbands not only believe that 
she must passively submit to them in all things, 
but that they are so far her owners, as to have a 
right to dispose of her, at will, as if she were a table 
or a chair. In former times, it was not at all un- 
common ; and, occasionally, we read even now of men, 
stupefied with drink, ofiering to sell their wives for a 
trifle of money, or exchange them for a glass of beer. 

A kindred notion, I fear, prevails with individuals, 
here and there, in the higher walks of life; although, 
the men who entertain it would be very much 
ofiended were anyone to hint that, in this respect, 
they regarded their wives with feelings similar to 
those with which they look upon their horses or 
their lands. And yet, is it not so? True, they do 
not treat them with the brute force which is the 
case with the rough crowd to whom we have been 
referring ; but do they not injure and oppress them 
almost as cruelly in other ways? They trample on 
their womanly feelings, do constant violence to all 
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that is highest in their nature, make little or no 
concealment of their own nnfaithfhlness or debauchery, 
and thus practically hunt them to the grave, all 
the while gathering a morbid satisfaction from the 
idea that they have a right to do as they like with 
their own. But many husbands who entertain these 
wretched notions do not act upon them. Their better 
nature, or the Grace of which they are partakers, 
prevents their working out, in them, any such results 
as I have described. 

Here are two men, each possessed of a horse. 
Both regard it as their own property ; each believes 
that his ownership gives him the right to kill his 
horse in his service, if such sacrifice should be called 
for. One of these men is of a hard, cruel nature, 
who does not think that horses have feelings; or, 
if they have, that it does not pay to consider them ; 
and, therefore, if his interest could be served by it, 
he woidd not shrink from riding the unfortunate 
animal to death. The other man is of a gentle and 
kindly nature, and would rather hurt himself than 
overdrive or otherwise punish his horse ; still he 
equally claims the right to do so, although he does 
not choose to exercise it. 

Just so, with perhaps a little less distinctness, 
many men look upon their wives as being their 
actual property. Some of them act according to the 
promptings of their own brutal natures ; while others, 
although holding the same opinions, shrink from deal- 
ing with them otherwise than in the kindly manner 
which their own just and affectionate natures dictate. 

This idea of Proprietorship is very wide-spread. 
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It is not limited to one natioD, or to one class, nor 
has it been peculiar to one period of the worid's 
history. It is, no doubt, largely sustained by the 
laws of most countries. While, as I have already said, 
certain beneficent modifications of the law relating to 
the protection of the wife's personal property have 
recently been enacted ; — although, to steal either her 
clothes or her purse, is still treated as a more serious 
offence than to assault or disfigure her person ; — still, 
the laws and customs of the world, civilised and un- 
civilised, uphold largely the idea that a man, by 
Marriage, is made the Proprietor of the woman. 

2. Then a second and very common view of the 
wife's relationship, in Marriage, is that she is her 
liusband's servant. I suppose the idea may be traced 
to the early and darkest ages of the world's history ; 
and it finds its strongest expression among the savage 
peoples, whose whole social economy is based upon it. 

Now, I say, this notion still prevails, and around 
us, even in most highly civilised communities, are 
multitudes of men whose chief thought in their 
Marriage, is securing a woman servant. They 
conceive of nothing higher than the supply of their 
personal wants — their food, their clothes, a home with 
more comforts than the lodgings they now occupy. 
These and similar considerations are always upper- 
most. In order to acquire these things they marry, 
and their wives become little more than servants. 

This idea is strengthened, in the minds of a large 
section of the population, by the usages of many of 
the churches. In the Episcopalian Marriage Service, 
the woman is made to promise, in the most solemn 
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manner, to hononr, obey, and worship her lord. It 
is true that he is not actually spoken of as her lord ; 
bat the tenor of the ceremonial seems to say as much, 
and by priests and people alike, he is afterwards 
regarded as such. 

Generally speaking, the church treats woman as 
an inferior being ; refuses her the privilege of 
witnessing for Christ within its sacred edifices, and, 
no matter how real her piety, or how superior may 
be her gifts, will not permit her to labour in public 
for souls under the shadow of its authority. She is 
condemned, by almost every religious organisation in 
existence, to take the lower seat in its assemblies ; 
and no matter what Pentecostal blessing she may 
have received, she cannot rise any higher until sum- 
moned, by her Master, to the Temple above. There, 
He will give her the place she deserves, regardless 
of her sex, for with Him, if not with His servants, the 
law enunciated by Paul will be eternally honoured and 
obeyed: " In Christ there is neither male nor female." 
3. Another view of Marriage, and the one which 
the true Salvationist will entertain, is that of a 
Partnership. It is a union of body, of mind, and of 
soul, involving obligations and privileges on both 
sides. The Marriage vow only marks the consent 
of that union. God's plan is, that the two beings 
thus united shall grow, more and more, into each 
other, as the days and years go by, until they are as 
one. Who has not noticed the marvellous resemblance 
that the husband and wife, who have been long 
united, often bear to one another ? I have wondered 
why this should be so again and again. Perhaps it 
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may be, that looking for so long a period at each 
other with loving eyes, transforms the very features 
to the likeness of the one so much beloved. Anyway, 
I have often observed it. And then, as to mind and 
heart, we all know how husbands and wives, who 
continue to live in true love, affection, and real 
agreement, for any considerable period, not only come 
to think and speak, but also to feel alike, with regard 
to matters in which they are both interested. 

They are united. They are partners in the same 
concern — partners in the business, if there is one — 
partners in the house, together with its cares and 
worries — partners in the children, if children there 
be — partners in the soul-saving work, and also in 
the souls that are won — partners in the joys and 
pains, the smiles and tears, the profits and losses of 
the life below — and partners in the never-ending 
rewards and triumphs of the life above. Marriage is 
indeed a real partnership. 

Now these divergent views are, undoubtedly, enter- 
tained by different individuals around us. Let us look 
at the effects of each, as exhibited in the minds and 
lives of those who hold them. 

1. And first, let me refer to the one already named 
— that is. Proprietorship, My opinions on the subject 
are well known ; and I have no need to say, that I 
condemn this notion as being opposed alike to truth, 
to common sense, and to Scripture. For consider 
some of its evil consequences. 

(i) This view will, certainly, affect the whole esti- 
mate of woman as entertained by a man, and will 
drag down, to the lowest level, his standard of the 
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qoaKties he ODght tx) seek for in his wife. Instead, 
therefore, of his Marriage raising the character of his 
life, and strengthening what is best in his nature, as 
Gxxl intended that it should do, it reduces him to a 
still lower condition of selfishness. If the woman 
who is to share her husband's home and to live in the 
closest intimacy with him, is to be merely like the 
rest of his goods and chattels, what better influence 
can she exert over him ? How can she reprove what 
is wrong ? How can she cultivate what is good and 
pure in him ? How can she, indeed, ever resist his 
will in anything ? That this horrible travesty of 
Marriage does exist around us, we have only too 
terrible proofs in the degradation and misery of some 
who, before their Marriage, were at least decent and 
modest, and had, if only at times, some idea of doing 
what was right and just. They have fallen, and their 
fall has been even beyond recovery, because by a 
perversion of God's holy order, the two who should 
have been joined together as equals, to help one 
another to live a life of purity and honour, have, 
instead, come into what is practically the degrading 
relationship of owner and slave ; and this, alas ! to 
the destruction of both. 

(ii) This view will lead those entertaining it to 
regard woman as an inferior being, and is, therefore, 
a grave wrong done to the whole sex. 

(iii) This view will lead the wife, after Marriage, 
to regard the husband as belonging to a superior 
order of creation; and hence, she will be likely to 
suppose that her chief business in life is to please, 
rather than to help him. 
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2. Bat the idea of Marriage^ as a kind of domestic 
service on the woman's part, is, perhaps, nearly as 
rninons to all that is highest and best in the husband 
as it is in the case of the wife. There is a mean- 
ness about it which appears contemptible in the 
extreme. I know of no more humiliating thought, 
than that of a man fawning upon a woman, with 
words of affection, to win her confidence and her 
hand, when, all the time, what he really wants is 
a clean and inexpensive lodging, or a cheap and 
subservient domestic to cook his food and wash his 
clothes. I believe that multitudes of Marriages 
are little better than cheats in this respect ; but it 
is not in this respect alone that the idea with which 
I am dealing is an evil. 

(i) The notion of service creates alike the oppor- 
tunity and the temptation for the exercise, on the 
part of the 1ms band, of all his natural selfishness 
at the woman's expense. This habit will, probably, 
grow stronger with the lapse of time, until he will 
almost, if not altogether, cease consulting her wishes, 
while he will regard her comfort with no more 
concern than that of the cattle which he drives 
through the streets, or the dog that runs at his heels. 

(ii) This, theory of mastery will tend to the neglect 
of many of the wife's best qualities. Specially will 
this be the case with such as are superior to those 
possessed by the husband, or if she is endowed with 
such gifts as are calculated to provoke his jealousy 
or to reprove his failings. Feeling quite capable 
of attending to all the more important affairs of 
life, without the intervention of anyone inferior to 
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himself, he will not be likely to call upon his wife 
for assistance in emergencies ; and, consequently, 
her powers must lie unknown and unused all the 
time. The poet sings : 

** Fidl many a flower is bom to bltiah uiiseen, 
And toaste its sweetness on the desert air" 

How true this is of married life ! Thousands of 
dear women possessed of abilities and affections 
calculated to bless and benefit mankind, but not 
having the opportunity for their exercise, die with- 
out their existence being even suspected, and so 
they and their gifts alike pass away unnoticed and 
unmourned. 

How often the wife will possess such gifts as pru- 
dence, sagacity, foresight, enterprise, or other qualities 
with which the husband has not been favoured ; 
but they are never called into play ; therefore husband 
and wife and children suffer, and the world is poorer 
in consequence! 

(iii) This obedience and subjection of the wife to 
the weaknesses, wishes, and fads of the husband bears, 
as time goes on, sad fruit in the children, who, without 
being told, in so many words, what is expected 
of them, will grow up with the notion that, while 
ready obedience must be rendered to the commands 
of father, it matters little how mother is trifled with 
or disobeyed. This one-sided arrangement, which is 
a direct violation of the Divine precept, " Honour 
thy father a7id thy mother " is answerable for thou- 
sands of ruined lives. The unruly children of sncli 
Marriages constitute one of the darkest probleia^ oil 
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our time, a problem fruitful of diflSculty also for 
the next generation. 

3. Let me now tell you some of the advantages 
which appear to me to follow the realisation and 
practice of the principle of Partnership, which you 
will remember I have commended, as the guiding 
purpose in a true Salvationist's Marriage. 

(i) A man influenced by this principle will exercise 
more care in the choice of a wife. If he is going 
into a Partnership, he will see to it that, if possible, 
the party proposed shall bring as much capital into 
the concern as himself. If, for instance, he reckons 
his value at a hundred, he will not be willing to take 
as a partner, a girl whom he can only reckon at fifty. 
This view will, also, be very likely to lead him to 
be at the trouble to acquire a correct idea of the 
individual to whom he proposes, instead of being 
content with such stray information as he can readily 
pick up, which is only too commonly the case. Of 
course the man holding this view of the question, 
may be in danger of putting too high an estimate 
on his own worth ; but the woman must meet him 
on his own ground, and judge for herself. 

(ii) This view of Marriage will be likely to lead a 
man to seek a wife who is strong on those points on 
which he is weak. If, for instance, he is careless 
in the use of money, he will try to find a woman 
who is careful. If he is a doubter, he will look for 
a woman who is strong in faith. If he is easily 
imposed upon, he will try to find a wife who is 
endowed with a reasonable measure of shrewdness. 
If he is too readily influenced by the circumstances 
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of the hour, he will desire a comrade who has greater 
firmness of character; and so on. Of course, such 
thoughtfulness, as is here described, supposes an 
amount of common sense on the part of young men 
that, unfortunately, does not too conmionly abound. 

(iii) The man who entertains this view of Marriage, 
and acts upon it, when married, will be likely to be 
considerate for his wife's capacities, and not make 
too extravagant demands upon them. He will 
respect her feelings, consider her wishes, and seek 
to conserve her health and well-being in every 
particular ; for is she not his partner ? 

(iv) He will, in his wife's interests, as well as his 
own, draw out and make use of her gifts, so far as 
they are likely to assist them both in the battle of 
life, calling upon her to share the responsibility of 
his affairs, as well as to help him in the common 
round of her own special duties. 

(v) The realisation by the husband of the wife's 
equality will lead him to make every provision 
within his power for the promotion of her happiness 
and comfort, and to treat her, when alone, and in the 
presence of others, with all due respect and affection. 

(vi) This view of wifely partnership will lead the 
husband who entertains it not to take any important 
step in life without consulting her. He will inform 
her of his intentions, the motives that may have led 
up to them, together with the means by which he 
proposes to give them effect. Being a sharer in all 
that concerns the interests of himself, his family, and 
his possessions, present and future, she has a right to 
be conferred with on every matter likely to affect them. 
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The Relations of Husband and Wife 

{continued.) 

My Dear Comradbs, — 

I am afraid that many of the anticipations 
generally cherished, with respect to the happiness of 
married life, are not realised. I want, therefore, to give 
a few counsels, which will, I think, if followed, tend 
to the realisation of, at least, a measure of the 
blessedness often so fondly associated beforehand with 
Matrimony, and thereby do something to make it 
answer the end God had in view in its institution. 

1. Happiness in married life will depend with 
every Salvationist upon its being begun and carried 
on in the will of God. Remember this. If the 
union is not of God, if it has not His approval, and 
is not for His Glory, it will come to worse than 
nought. But, if it is of God, neither man nor devils 
can prevent it being a joy and a blessing. 

Poverty, persecution, affliction, and I know not 
what other tribulations, may, in one form or another, 
be associated with the Marriage state ; but when 
these opposing influences are in the will of God, 
they will work out the Divine purpose, bringing 
blessing to others, and ultimately eternal honour to 
both husband and wife. See to it, therefore, that 



THE Relations of Husband and Wife. 95 

the approval of God on yonr anion is sought for at 
the beginning, and that He is worshipped, feared, aud 
obeyed implicitly to the end. 

2. Remember, also, that happiness in Marriage 
will be fonnd to depend very mnch upon the joint 
performance of the dnties belonging to it The 
husband cannot neglect his share without the wife 
suffering ; neither can the wife neglect her share 
without entailing misery on her husband. If, for 
instance, the husband refuse to work for the sui)port 
of the household, the wife and family will starve. 
If the wife does not care for the home, practise 
economy, or nurse the children, the husband and 
the whole family will suffer in consequence. So on, 
all the way through, each most do their share, and 
do it with their might. 

3. Continue carefully to cherish toward each other 
the affection already in existence. Someone has 
wisely said, to married people, "Be Lovers still." 
Love is delicately constituted ; and, to live and 
thrive, it must be carefully guarded and encouraged. 
Much of the love, in the married life of many, dies 
of starvation — anyway, from neglect. If you cultivate 
it, you will have an abundant harvest ; if you do 
it violence, or leave it untended, thorns will choke 
it, and it will probably utterly perish. 

Oh, love is the choicest treasure in your Marriage 
outfit 1 All the gold and silver in the coffers of a 
millionaire will not purchase love. The powers of 
an emperor cannot win it. The wisdom of a scholar 
cannot discover it. The skill of the most inventive 
genius. the world ever knew cannot manufacture love. 
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Love will make your house glad, whether it is a 
cottage or a mansion. Love will smooth the roughest 
road you may be called to travel. Love will fit your 
back to whatever burden you may have to bear. 
Love will make you equal to whatever position you 
may have to fill. The love of Courtship was precious 
to you, but the pure and mature love of Marriage 
should be more precious still. I loved my Bride 
before I took her to the altar, but I loved her more, 
and derived more 'happiness from my love, twenty 
years after that sacred event, than ever I did before. 
I beseech you, take heed of your love. Encourage 
it, and, whatever else may come or go, do not neglect 
your love for each other, do not let it languish or die. 

4. Bear and forbear with each other's faults and 
infirmities. Do not be disappointed to find that you 
have not married an Angel. You will have been 
blind, indeed, not to have discerned certain failings in 
each other before Marriage. And you will certainly 
make further discoveries in the same direction as the 
years go by and you come to know each other better. 

These imperfections, whether consisting in dis- 
similarity of temper or taste, whether infirmities of 
body or mind, will call for the exercise of all the 
patience you can command. But the patience must 
be forthcoming, or greater evils still will follow. 

" The kindest and the happiest pair 
Will find occasion to forbear ; 
And something every day they live 
To pity, and perhaps forgive,^* 

You must cast yourself upon God for the supply of 
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the Grace and Wisdom you need, and in nothing 
will He be more willing to give yon His help. 

5. Ton must agree to differ on unimportant matters. 
Half the quarrels and divisions in married life begin 
with disagreements over trifles. Let each be pleased 
for the other to entertain and express their own views 
and opinions on things that do not affect the con- 
science, or threaten to interfere with the real welfare 
of the family. It is sheer folly to wrangle about 
little things. Especially is it so, as yon never know 
to what sad consequences such wrangling may lead. 

1 remember hearing of a man and his wife who, 
sitting at supper one evening, observed a mouse 
run across the floor, and disappear. The husband 
said it ran into one hole ; the wife said it ran into 
another. The husband replied that he was confident 
the mouse went into the hole that he had indicated ; 
but the wife responded that she was equally confident 
it did not. And so the altercation went on until it 
rose to high words, and a bitter quarrel followed, 
that resulted in their separation. 

After living apart seven years a reconciliation was 
effected. A few days after the reunion, however, 
sitting at supper in the same room where the first 
dispute had occurred, one of them referred to the 
original quarrel, saying, "The mouse did go into 
that hole," and the other immediately replied, " No, 
it did not." And they quarrelled again, and parted, 
never to be reunited in this life ! 

Every reader of this Letter will say, " How ex- 
ceedingly stupid it was for these people to disagree 
over such a trivial thing I " But are there not^ iklxjaa^t 

1 
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every day, in many families quarrels over matters 
quite as unimportant? Even if they do not lead 
to such disastrous results, there is always the pos- 
sibility of their doing so. And even when there is 
no such danger, how contrary to true love, and how 
unlike the spirit of Christ it must be to engage in 
such frivolous contentions. 

Agree, then, I say, to differ. Regard each other's 
convictions and judgment as sacred ; and while you 
use the reasonable persuasions of love to promote 
a perfect harmony of thought and feeling, as well 
as of will and action, do it with that patience and 
gentleness towards one another which are the marks 
of every true follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. When differences do occur, as they almost 
certainly will, let each be willing to bear the blame ! 
It is not uncommon to hear the husband say, when 
there is a quarrel on, "Well, it is all the wife's 
fault " ; and, only too frequently, we hear the wife, 
on similar occasions, laying all the blame of the 
disagreement upon her husband. 

Now, in the majority of family jars, everybody 
will know that there are faults on both sides. It 
may not be so always. Indeed, I have known many 
wives who, for long years, have endured treatment 
of the most unjust and cruel character with un- 
complaining patience and submission, the blame, so 
far as I could judge, being wholly on the husband's 
side. And I have known husbands who have been 
called to suffer all kinds of wrong at the hands of 
their wives, and who have done so without making 
anj evil return. But, although the blameworthiness 
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may not be equally divided, some part of the fault 
will usually be traceable to both parties. 

To end differences when they exist, to drive away 
the devil of discord, as speedily as possible, and 
to promote peace between hearts so nearly allied 
as are those of husband and wife, must be a truly 
sacred duty. To attain this end, the first oppor- 
tunity should be taken to effect a reconciliation ; 
and it cannot be done so quickly or effectively in 
any other way as by one of the parties, when finding 
out where he or she have themselves been to blame, 
frankly acknowledging it, and then asking forgiveness, 
whether the other will do so or not. 

It is said that John Wesley, on one occasion, 
had a rather painful altercation, overnight, with the 
preacher who travelled with him as his servant — 
some very high words being spoken on both sides. 
The next morning, when they met, Mr. Wesley said, 
" Well, James, are you going to ask my pardon for 
what transpired last night ? " " No, sir," said James, 
sullenly ; " I am not." Upon which Mr. Wesley 
rejoined, "Well, then, I will ask your pardon — will 
you forgive me ? " James immediately broke down, 
acknowledged wherein he had been at fault, asked 
Mr. Wesley's pardon, and they became, in consequence, 
better friends than ever. 

The command of St. Paul, "Let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath," is peculiarly applicable to 
disputes between husband and wife. From whatever 
cause the disagreements may have arisen, both should 
be determined not to sleep until peace is restored 
between them — that is, where peace is ^om\Afc. 



^n^Sf^ 



100 Love, Marriage, and Home. 

But, of course, it is better by far not to quarrel at 
all, and I am convinced that many dreary differences 
might be entirely avoided if both parties resolved 
to act in the spirit of the old lines : 

^^ rU not loillmgly offend, 
Nor he easily offended : 
Whafs amiss FU strive to mend. 
And endwe what canH he mended^ 

7. Endeavour to promote your partner's happiness 
before your own. The spirit of happiness is a 
precious thing in a house. Its prevalence generally 
determines the amount of work performed, the lessons 
learnt, the prayers offered, the soul-saving efforts 
made, and many other good services. When this 
spirit is lacking in father and mother, it will very 
probably be absent also from the children. Every- 
thing, therefore, should be done that can be done, 
to create and maintain this treasure in the hearts 
of the parents. 

8. You should cherish a spirit of tender sympathy 
with each other in the trials and cares which each 
have individually to endure. Much as husbands and 
wives have in common, they live in many respects, 
separate lives. Perhaps, this is true of every in- 
dividual existence. In every breast there is a little 
world of responsibility, toil, anxiety, hope, and fear, 
which is entirely its own. "The heart knoweth 
his own bitterness ; and a stranger doth not inter- 
meddle with his joy." All of us have burdens to 
bear that no one can carry for us— burdens which no 
one elBB can even share ; burdens which, you might 



The Relations of Husband and Wife, loi 

say, in all their crashing weight, and in all their 
strength, none bnt the One above can ever even 
know. Husbands and wives are no exception in 
this experience : consequently, each should tenderly 
sympathise with, and endeavour in all possible and 
lawftil ways to comfort and cheer, each other. 

To do this effectually, let me counsel you to act 
upon the following suggestions : — 

1. Acquaint yourselves with each other's work 
and difficulties. The wife should, as far as possible, 
live in the husband's world, interest herself in his 
business, acquaint herself with his troubles, and 
share his hopes. By doing so she will be able 
intelligently to converse with him on those matters 
that, most closely affect him, and be qualified to 
give him valuable counsel. 

The husband should make himself familiar with 
everything of importance in his home. He should 
specially familiarise himself with the condition of 
his children, their health, their lessons, their morals, 
and their religion. This interest, I need not say, 
should also reach out to the duties undertaken by 
each member of the home circle in connection with 
the Corps to which they belong. 

2. You should, if possible, find time to talk these 
things over together, at the end of the day. Husbands 
are often at fault here. The wife's heart will fre- 
quently be full of some family difficulty, and before 
she sleeps she will want to tell it out to the one 
dearest to her, who ought to be the one most 
interested in her affairs. But the husband will often 
be too full of his own trials or too weary to listen 
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to hers, and so in solitary silence she must bury 
her care in her own breast. Women are often just 
as unwise with respect to the particular trials and 
anxieties of their husbands. The wife will be occupied 
with her sewing, her children, her neighbours, or 
her housekeeping just when her husband wants to 
pour out the story of his diflSculties. By this means 
both are driven within themselves to live separate 
lives to the untold loss of that sympathy and guidance 
which they have a right to expect from one another ; 
whereas they might, by sharing each other's trials, 
lighten their weight, or bring added strength to 
enable each the more bravely to bear up under 
them. 

3. Husbands and wives should have no Secrets, 
from each other, on any subject connected with their 
mutual well-being. An old writer protests against 
people wearing their hearts on their sleeves for every 
crow to peck at ; and it certainly is not wise to do so 
in the ordinary concerns of life. But this does not 
apply to the relations existing between married people. 
I advise you to lay bare your secrets to each other, 
whenever it is possible. To whom else on earth 
can yoQ unburden your sorrow, tell your temptations, 
or describe your perplexities. 

4. Companion together as mmh as is consistent with 
the discharge of your other duties^ andy as far as 
possible^ fight together in the Salvation War. What 
a common thing it is for a couple who, for months 
or years before Marriage were seldom seen apart, 
to be now as seldom seen together ! For those who 
have separate interests, to walk a separate path is to 
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be expected, but this is entirely out of harmony with 
the spirit of true union. 

5. As far as possible, sing each other's songs, love 
each other's friends, prefer each other's ways of doing 
things, cherish each other's objects in life, and so 
help to make each other good, and strong, and happy. 

6. Realise the fact that you are, to a'serious extent, 
responsible for each other's souls, and be determined 
to faithfully discharge your duty in this respect. I 
shall deal with this matter, more particularly, when 
I come to speak of the obligations under which 
husbands and wives are laid to each other ; but I 
must give you a word or two of advice here, 

(i) Enquire constantly after each other's spiritual 
welfare. Ton do this with your Comrades in the 
Corps, and when you meet them in the streets, or if 
you do not, you ought to do. Then why should you 
not enquire as to the well-being of the one who is 
nearer to yon than any other creature on earth or in 
Heaven ? 

(ii) Judge each other's spiritual condition, in love ; 
but, at the same time, let it be done faithfully. 

(iii) Pray for each other ; especially pray together 
as well as apart. 

(iv) Deal lovingly and frankly with each other's 
faults. 

(v) Be at some trouble to instruct and cheer each 
other forward in a holy, self-denying life. 

7. Do what you can to stimulate each other's 
devotion to the Salvation War. The world is full 
of influences calculated to draw you aside from 
making a good fight. Do not alloys S^t^\>L io^ Nia.^ 
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the dearest friendship of earth to steal yonr hearts 
away from that holy service to which you stand 
pledged before Heaven, and Earth, and Hell. Take 
the following advice to heart and act upon it : — 

(i) Do nothing likely to hinder one another frr^. 
pushing on the work of Gk)d to the utmost of yoflr 
ability. On the contrary, unite in making oppor- 
tunities for each other's attendance, either together 
or separately, at meetings, the visitation of the sick, 
doing the business of the Corps, or anything else that 
will help The Army. 

I know that this counsel will usually apply more 
particularly to husbands ; but in a thousand cases^ 
it will also be found suitable for wives with respect to 
their husbands. It is not an unknown thing for the 
wife to throw obstacles in the way of her husband 
doing his duty, by raising trifling difficulties, and 
pleading groundless fears about injury to his health 
and the like. 

(ii) Cheer one another forward, in those hours of 
depression and discouragement that, with more or 
less frequency, come upon all the Soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, and especially upon those who carry the 
burden of souls and do their utmost to rescue them 
from sin and death. A reason frequently given for 
Marriage is, the loneliness of the single state, and 
the desire for a companion, who will render assistance 
and encouragement amid the storms and trials of life. 
Mind that you answer faithfully and creditably to 
this description of a partner. 

(iii) Advise one another as to the quality of the 
Work done by each. This is both a duty and a 
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privilege of love. Ton can point out the good 
features in each other's performances, and show the 
imperfections, whether of an address, or a song, or a 
testimony, as no one else can. You can suggest how 
*hese things can be done in a better manner, and with 
a more successful effect. Take care that you dis- 
charge this duty faithfully. Beware of flattery. Your 
desire to please will tempt you in this direction ; but 
resist the temptation. 

8. Help each other in the selection of topics for 
your talks, lessons for your juniors, solos and the 
like. 

9. Unite in your money gifts up to the measure 
of your ability. 

10. Hold each other to the resolutions you formed 
before Marriage to make your home a godly home, and 
your children Salvationists, if God has entrusted you 
with any. Difficulties — often very^ great difficulties—- 
will arise in the carrying out of this purpose ; and it 
may be that, in view of the sacrifices involved, one 
or the other may be sorely tempted to go back on 
those precious Covenants, and may falter in their 
consecration to this duty. But you must each strive 
to encourage the other to keep faith with God, and to 
help each other to be true, cost what it may, to their 
Dedicatory Vows. Your home and your children 
belong to God. 
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XIV. 

The Husband's Privileges* 

My Dear Comradbs, — 

A very slight observation of men and things 
will show, I think, that every station in life carries 
with it some advantages peculiar to itself. For 
example, the privileges, possessions, and especial 
opportunities rightly belonging to the position of a 
Ruler are not enjoyed by those he governs ; while, 
on the other hand, the governed may have certain 
advantages and pleasures not possessed by a Ruler. 

The principle illustrated by this contrast applies to 
the important position occupied by a husband. He 
is no exception to the general rule. Certain advan- 
tages are, in the order of God's Providence, enjoyed 
by him, and by him alone. They are not always duly 
recognised ; and it is, I think, desirable that some 
of them should be noticed here. 

One great benefit conferred upon the husband by 
Marriage is the acquisition of a lifelong friend. 

The majority of us know something of the pleasures 
and benefits flowing from a pure and disinterested 
friendship. The communion of heart and soul 
existing between David and Jonathan, has been the 
admiration of the world from their day down to ours. 
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Snch friendships have done something to brighten 
the dismal journey to the grave, of multitudes, who 
have been placed in circumstances of sorrow and 
trial which would otherwise have overwhelmed them. 
But when the same exalted and ennobling influences 
are experienced in the Marriage union, a greater 
happiness will be the result, than can be realised in 
any other human fellowship, however intimate that 
fellowship may be. The Marriage state, if entered 
upon from pure motives, and based on right principles, 
is the highest form of friendship. It is Divine 1 

Solomon says, " Whoso findeth a wife findeth a 
good thing." The word " thing " should not have been 
introduced into the passage. The meaning is com- 
plete without it. A true wife is a " Good," and a 
good in the fullest sense of the word. The highest 
measure of happiness and profit flowing out of such 
a companionship may not, I admit, always be attained. 
Dissimilarity of tastes, or dispositions, or opinions, 
will, in some instances, partially prevent this, and, 
in others, shut it out altogether. While occupying 
the same house, sitting at the same table, and using 
the same purse, two individuals, the parents of the 
same children, may yet be as far away from that 
entire confidence, that oneness in heart, which is the 
soul of friendship, as the east is from the west. 

This division of soul may, in many cases, be 
accounted for by the fact that the necessity for such 
a union was never fully recognised by the parties 
when Marriage was first contemplated. Perhaps, there 
was not even the thought, much less the expectation 
of such a unity, so that there is less ground for 
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complaint, if it does not exist. In! other cases, 
the religions opinions and experiences of hnsband 
and wife are so widely different, that neither is able 
to understand the other ; each being thus condemned, 
alas ! to walk apart, when to have walked together 
would have softened and cheered the whole of life's 
rough journey. 

But here there will be no just cause for murmuring. 
To one who did complain, I think the answer would 
be : " If in the days of thy youth thou hadst chosen 
thy Maker before thy wife or thy husband, and 
hadst walked consistently with His wishes, a partner 
after thine own heart might have been thy portion ; 
anyway, this present sorrow would not have been 
thy lot." 

But when a husband does find this unity of thought, 
feeling, and purpose in a wife, what a treasure, what 
a friend he has secured, and how proud and thankful 
he ought to be for such a prize 1 Among her 
qualities, please let all husbands note the following : — 

1. She will be a friend to whom he can unreservedly 
confide all the secrets of his souL Every husband 
will have his trials. In the world he will have 
tribulations. Specially will this be the case, if he 
is an out-and-out Salvationist : and it will always 
bring him a measure of relief to tell out the things 
he suffers into a sympathetic ear. There is a quaint 
old rhyme which expresses this sentiment: 

" What is it that casts you down ? 
Who are they that grieve you ? 
Speak, and let your wants be known, 
Speaking wiU relieve you^ 



\ 
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Moreover, every man has some partlcnlar difficulty 
which he cannot, with any degree of confidence, 
explain to an ordinary friend. Perhaps, this difficulty 
is the resnlt of some mistake he made in early life, 
or some temptation that harasses him at present, or 
a besetting sin to which he is in danger of pelding. 
It may be some wrong done that troubles his con- 
science, or lies heavy on his heart, and which his 
own nature shrinks from confessing to any living 
creature. There is one ear, however, that will be 
ready to listen patiently to the story of his sorrows, 
and one heart that will ever sympathise with him in 
them. To his wife he can speak of those secret fears 
and dangers of heart and life which he would not dare 
to unfold to any other living soul in the cold world 
around him. He has no anxiety about her doing any 
other than hiding the things that he would himself 
cover up, or of helping to bear the burden he finds 
it so difficult to carry. 

This is the natural outcome of the union of which 
I speak. In an important sense, they are no longer 
two hearts, but one. Not only does the wife expect 
to share her husband's goods and possessions, whether 
many or few, but she rejoices to share his trials, 
his cares, and his sorrows. Who can possibly 
estimate the value of the treasure that such a wife 
must be? 

2. The husband will find^ in a true wife, a spiri- 
tual director and guide. She will be the chaplain 
of his soul. A great deal has been said on the right 
of Confession as practised in the Roman Catholic 
Church ; and there is no question that to many 
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dear souls, the privilege of having a friend to 
whom they can acknowledge the sins of the past, 
and receive counsel with respect to them, is an un- 
doubted help. But the terrible abuses with which 
this practice has been attended, and the horrible 
evils to which it has led, have caused a large portion 
of the Christian Church, not only to avoid the 
custom, but to execrate it. 

Still, when a man has some sin upon his conscience, 
or is battling with some evil besetment, which he 
finds it all but impossible to resist, what is so natural 
to him as to yearn to confide the story of his inward 
conflict to someone on whose sympathy, and direction, 
and faith he can rely ? 

Now, there will be in almost every Corps of The 
Salvation Army, brothers who will gladly listen to 
such trying experiences on the part of the brethren, 
and women who will listen to similar sorrowful ex- 
periences on the part of the sisters. But the husband 
who has a true wife, need go no farther for such 
assistance than his own chamber, nor ask any other 
Confessor than the partner whom God has given 
him, to hear about the trials and struggles of his 
spiritual life. 

Such a wife, as I shall attempt to describe in the 
course of these Letters, will be admirably fitted for 
this task. She will know her husband ; she will be 
familiar with his weaknesses and dangers, and she 
will understand his heart. Above all, she will love 
his soul and be interested, before all others, in his 
fidelity to honour, to duty, and to God. She can 
afibrd to be fearless as regards consequences ; while 
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every instinct of her womanly natnre will bind her 
to tell him the truth. 

3. The husband will find in such a wife a genuine 
comforter in sorrow. When old companions turn 
away their faces, and old helpers withdraw their 
generous hands, her heart will beat the warmer, and 
her arms will cling the closer, as she strives to 
hold him up amidst the dark and stormy experiences 
of life. 

4. The husband willy as far as possible, share with 
his wife every form of gladness which falls to his 
lot, I can truthfully say that, when my dear Wife 
was by my side, I never tasted what was pleasant 
to my palate, never saw a thing of beauty in art 
or nature, never heard a sound of melody in music 
or song, never experienced a joy in friendship, or 
had a triumph in work or warfare ; nay, I can go 
further, and say that I never had a heavenly mani- 
festation to my soul, without experiencing the desire 
that she also should share it. 

And there was nothing singular in my experience. 
It is, I am happy to say, a perfectly common one 
with husbands who have good wives ; and no particular 
credit is due to them on that account either ; for 
where there is true love, this sharing of pleasant 
thiugs meaiis the doubling, nay, the trebling, of 
the enjoyments which they yield. All real affection, 
while it would fain screen its object from sorrow, 
and bear every grief in its stead, cares for no glad- 
ness that its companion cannot share. So that, in 
a wife, a husband finds the means for the manifold 
multiplication of his own joys. 
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5. A kud>and will find in a true tmfe a faithful 
adviser in his perplexities. Oh, how little do men 
dream of the valaable counsel of which they deprive 
themselves, in failing to make their wives, as far as 
possible, their confidantes in all matters of perplexity ! 
It is quite trne that, in The Salvation Army, the views 
taken of woman's capacities and position render some 
of the observations made here, and, indeed, elsewhere 
in these Letters, of less importance than they would 
otherwise be. Still, I am afraid that the foolish, 
nnscriptnral, and irrational notions about woman's 
natural inferiority have not been entirely extirpated 
from the hearts of all who are marching under our 
Flag. 

A woman is, in many respects, remarkably able to 
advise her husband on the bewildering, secular matters 
with which he is so often called to deal ; and, if he 
will give her the chance, she will show this ability, 
with no inconsiderable advantage to him. 

Outside our own Ranks, any such opportunity is 
commonly denied her. In too many cases, she is 
regarded by her husband, as only a kind of toy, to 
miui8ter to his amusement ; or as a mother, to nurse 
his children ; or as a housewife, to be responsible for 
hiH homo. Beyond this, he sees no purpose that a 
wifo can servo ; hence, he keeps her in utter ignorance 
of tho buHy world in which he lives and moves. 
Lot him, however, condescend to acquaint his wife 
with the doctrines and duties of his religion; with 
tho ini and outs of his business ; with the character 
oi*the men who move in the circle of his acquaintance ; 
and with the most important of hosts of other things 
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that occupy him, day after day, and he will often find 
her better able to advise him than the ordinary run 
of the people whom he consults when he is beset by 
trial or bnrdened with care. 

Woman looks at matters from a different stand- 
point to that taken by a man ; and her instincts will 
often prove a safer guide, on questions of right and 
wrong, than his reasoning powers ; while she, usually, 
manifests a greater readiness to sacrifice a present 
lesser gain, in order to secure a greater fature good. 
She will think less of the present profit and comfort 
of her husband, and more of his future usefulness 
and advantage. In other words, the true woman will 
care less for consequences and more for righteousness. 

Men are more given to look at things from the 
standpoint of expediency than women — their early 
training and intercourse with the world making them 
more concerned for the good opinions of those around 
them. Perhaps, it is because they see further afield 
than women ; or, having a keener sense of responsi- 
bility for the welfare of those dependent upon them, 
they are more fearful of taking courses which, they 
can see, are freighted with greater danger and 
diflSculty than those which they would otherwise 
choose to follow. 

6. In a wife^ a man finds a true partner in all his 
earthly interests. It is true that, ordinarily, she will 
bring with her the occasion for increased financial 
responsibilities ; but this added responsibility will, 
probably, prove to be a profitable part of the discipline 
of his life, by strengthening and deepening the 
generous side of his nature. Men are naturally more 
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selfish than women, and their meanness grows and 
thrives every day they live, if nothing is brought into 
their experience to call forth their generosity. What 
narrow, miserly, shrivelled-up beings the whole gene- 
ration would soon become, bat for the compulsory 
demands made upon their hearts and goods by their 
wives and children I 

In well-assorted and prudent Marriages, it is 
strange how the income will keep pace with the 
expenditure. I should think, if an enquiry could be 
made upon the subject, it would be found in most 
cases that a man who has a wife and family to 
support, finds himself better off, and possessed of 
more real comforts than would have been his lot had 
he remained single. The income, as by providential 
arrangement, wonderfully accords with the require- 
ments. 

I have heard poor people in England say, when 
the sixth or seventh addition to the family has been 
made, without any apparent increase in the means 
of supplying its wants, " Oh, sir, God never sends 
little mouths without something to fill them 1 " If 
this sort of argument applies to the arrival of a 
child, how doubly applicable it must be to the advent 
of a wife I She comes, at once, to relieve home 
of the labour of the hireling and to manage her 
husband's earnings with economy. They are her 
own things which she administers, and not the things 
of a stranger. She comes not to measure by rule 
of hours or convenience, the time, or strength, or 
gifts, or anything else she employs in the service of 
her husband ; she lays her possessions all at his feet, 
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BDd then tolls for him as diligently and as skilfally 
as she wonld toil for herself— nay, more so. 

7. The hicsband finds in a good wife the completion 
of his own character. Hnmanly speaking, he is bnt 
an nnfinished and imperfect creatnre nntil he finds 
a wife. She famishes the other side to his nature, 
carries on his education, and gives him the chance of 
rising to the fall stature of a man in Christ Jesas. 

8. A wife brings to her husband those pleasures and 
innocent recreations that arise out of the possession 
of a family. Although the desire for children is not 
so absorbing in men as it is in women, still it exists. 
And just in proportion to the love which a wife has 
for her offspring is the pride that a true husband feels 
in them. No sooner is Marriage decided upon, than 
the yearning for children springs up in the husband's 
breast, his mind agreeably dwelling on the pleasure 
he will reap from their society, the profit they may 
bring to him in business, and the credit they will 
confer upon him in the little world in which he 
moves. 

In addition to these motives the Salvationist will 
hail his sons and daughters as so many reinforce- 
ments for The Army. He will count them as Soldiers 
of his King as soon as they have commenced to 
breathe the vital air. 

On one of my journeys on board a German steamer, 
I was talking, one night, to an electrician about 
his soul. He had before told me that he had 
three little boys. I asked him what would become 
of them if their father died. He replied, " Oh, the 
Kaiser will provide for them in his Army or his 
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Navy I " That was his idea about their future. 
They mast go to serve, and fight for, the Emperor 
and the Fatherland, and he regarded the prospect 
with satisfaction. So, with intelligent pleasure, will 
every good Salvationist rejoice over his children as 
80 many recruits for the great Army of the King 
of kings, assured that their future, no matter what 
may befall their parents, will be in His hands. 

9. A wife will bring her husband ike joys of home 
life. Everybody sings " Home, home ; sweet, sweet 
home,'' and a true Salvation home is not only worth 
singing about, but valuing highly, both as being the 
dwelling-place of the purest pleasures of human life, 
and as the nursery, where some of its loveliest virtues 
are brought into being and trained to maturity. 

But no man can be truly said to have a home 
of his own without a wife. That does not say that 
no man can be happy, unmarried. Happiness depends 
on the possession of a clean heart, faithfulness to 
right principles, and devotion to the service of God 
and man. Indeed, as experience teaches, God can 
make His joy to abound in the soul of a true Soldier 
under any circumstances ; while, as Paul expressly 
affirms, the opportunities for usefnlness may be even 
greater in a single than in a married state. 

Still, I write for people in the conditions of ordinary 
life. Marriage is of Divine appointment ; and amongst 
the other blessings brought to a husband by a good, 
faithful, and aflfectionate wife, will be a home, — that 
truest earthly type, in many respects, of the heavenly 
rest. 
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XY. 

The Husband^s Duties and 
Responsibilities* 

My Deab Comrades, — 

Advantages, of every kind, nsaally carry with 
them responsibilities. By responsibilities, I mean 
the obligation to discharge certain dnties. It is 
right that it should be so. Man was not created 
for enjoyment only, even of the highest kind, but 
for Work. God expects that we shall give as well 
as receive. It has been so from the beginning. 
Man was pnt down in Paradise amidst a glorious 
abundance of beauty and luxury; but, at the same 
time, he was enjoined to cultivate the garden, and 
to obey and worship his Maker. This principle has 
to do with the making of character ; the discharge 
by man of his duty here will qualify him for higher, 
grander work up yonder. 

Anyway, advantage and responsibility cannot be 
separated in the relationship that we are discussing. 
The husband cannot expect to have the privileges 
of married life, without discharging the obligations 
which are attached to it by the ordination of God. 
If he does, he will be grievously disappointed, and 
spoil his lot into the bargain ; for vml^^^^\\k:^^\s^\i»:\ 
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a Marriage union, commenced under the sunniest 
auspices, has been marred after this fashion. The 
wife has brought to the altar, and to the home, a 
deep and tender love for the husband of her choice, 
together with the strongest determination to do all 
that in her lay to make that husband and that 
home happy and good. But it has soon turned out 
a one-sided affair. The cold and thoughtless neglect, 
where she expected to find the tenderest consideration, 
has, gradually, weaned her heart from its old affec- 
tions, made her careless about her duties, and soured 
her disposition, until, on both sides, life itself has 
come to be a burden and a shame. 

Now, let me invite your serious attention to some 
of the duties for which it seems to me the husband 
is responsible. 

1. The husband is responsible for the general well- 
being of the home and all therein. He is the pro- 
tector of the wife and the guardian of the children. 
The interests of an Army necessitate a General; the 
interests of a ship demand a Captain ; the interests 
of a family call for a head. The husband is that 
head. 

Nothing that he can do will relieve him of that 
responsibility so long as he lives.. One result of 
that headship is to make him chargeable with the 
work of providing a home, and supplying what is 
necessary to life and health for all that are under 
his roof. 

This headship also carries with it the responsibility 
for defence in any and every peril, whether from 
disease, or robbers, or foes of any other kind. The 
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mother and children, and all within his walls, will, 
instinctively, tnrn to the father in times of danger. 
If he is Captain, he mnst be the first to meet the 
foe, and the last to leave the ship. When the vessel 
is given np, and the lifeboat is alongside, ''The 
women and children first," expresses the chivalry of 
the true husband's heart. There is no getting away 
from this doctrine. It is the law which largely pre- 
vails in the natural world ; it is the law of common 
sense ; and it is the law again and again laid down 
in the Bible, not only by precept and by command, 
bnt by example. 

But this headship involves more than the care of, 
what I may call, the natural affairs of the family, 
and upon which I have still something more to say. 
It demands a pure and exalted example of life and 
conduct. Every wife ought to find in her husband 
the practical expression of the precious truths she 
has received at the Saviour's feet. He should be her 
" head " in the sense of her leader in the paths of 
practical Godliness, of right doing, and of faithful 
and honest dealing. Whatever disappointment she 
may find in those outside her home, in him, by her 
own fireside, she ought to be ever sure of help in the 
ways of truth and in unflinching devotion to duty. 

And more still. The head of the home is responsible 
for its good government. He must settle the rules 
and practices which are to prevail in it. While he 
gives every possible and kind consideration to his 
wife's wishes, it is his duty to regulate what goes 
on there, the visitors who are to be welcomed, the 
books which are to be read, the money th8.t i^ to \xe 
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spent, and many other important, if smaller, matters 
which will occur to all who have homes of their own. 
The tme wife will accept this principle. She will 
recognise that it is a law of necessity. " Two cannot 
walk together, except they be agreed." But, it is 
impossible — anyway, very improbable — that two will 
always see eye to eye on every question of conduct 
that arises. 

If, therefore, there is to be harmony between them 
they must agree, in such differences, to accept the 
decision of one as the decision of both. In this 
case, the law of Scripture and of usage, and of 
common instinct points to the husband as having 
that responsibility as the head of the household. 

Here I may be asked, " Does not this doctrine of 
headship clash with what has been previously said 
about the oneness of the union ? " I reply, that there 
is nothing in this headship to prevent the most 
perfect oneness. When the husband confers with 
his wife on all matters that interest her, and of 
which she has any knowledge, and is willing to act 
upon her judgment, when he has reason to believe 
that it is more reliable than his own; and when 
the wife acts towards the husband in the same 
spirit, it will be found, that the headship will be 
so controlled by the law of love, that, for all practical 
purposes, they are as one soul. 

There will be no petty jealousies on the part of the 
husband, on the score of the wife's intruding herself 
into his sphere of action ; and instead of any morti- 
fying sense of domination being felt by the wife, as to 
her husband's headship, the danger will be all in the 
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opposite direction. For when a woman is conscious 
that she possesses a hnsband, who daily shows her 
the respect and devotion which is her dae, and who, 
she believes, would willingly lay down his life in 
her defence — even as Christ loved the Church, and 
gave His life for it — she will be in danger of going 
to the extreme in her submission and obedience to 
him. 

2. The husband is responsible for the supply of the 
temporal needs of the household. When he took upon 
him the responsibility of making her his bride, he 
assumed the duty of providing for her and the 
family with which God might entrust her. It is 
true that his wife will be, commonly, ready enough 
to join hands with him in doing her share towards 
keeping a roof over their heads ; but while he has 
health and strength nothing will relieve him from 
his responsibility in the matter. In writing for 
Salvationists, I have no need to talk about the heart- 
less shamefacedness with which any number of 
fathers, calling themselves men, waste their lives in 
debauchery and idleness, while their poor wives are 
dying of a broken heart, and their hungry children 
are crying for bread. I know of nothing more hateful 
and cowardly than this, except it be, perhaps, the 
lying excuses sometimes made for such conduct. 

3. The husband is responsible for the continued and 
careful cherishing of his love for his wife. Now, I 
have already dwelt, at some length, upon this topic. 
Still, the point is so vital, that I must be allowed 
to say something further concerning it. Love is ever 
and everywhere counted a precious thixi^, Tk^ ^<^';^- 
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tion existing before Marriage is celebrated high and 
low, forming by far the most popalar subject in a 
large portion of the literature of all nations, to say 
nothing of painting, music, and song. Love, after 
Marriage, however, is but little talked about ; in fact, 
it is rarely mentioned. According to the painter, the 
poet, the novelist, and kindred dreamers, Cupid, the 
fabled god of love, takes little notice of lovers afl;er 
they have been united in the bonds of wedlock. 
Neither do they — except, alas ! it is to spread forth, 
and dilate upon, those instances of unlawful affection 
which, to their shame be it spoken, constitute a 
theme of undying interest alike to the actors, the 
authors, and the great mass of the readers of fiction. 

And yet, I defy all the students of human nature 
in the wide world to produce examples of purer, more 
satisfying, and soul-delighting affection than can be 
found in the constancy of married life. 

On this matter, let me bear my testimony. I am 
ever referring to my own experience, and that, partly, 
because it is my own, and because I can, therefore, 
quote it with confidence. 

I loved, as lovers love, for three long years before 
it was my privilege to take my Bride from her father's 
house, and call her by the precious name of Wife. 
I loved her, I repeat, before that time. My nature 
is not without a measure of those powers of imagi- 
nation and airy castle-building which together, help 
so much the pleasure and romance of Courtship, so 
that I know something of the strength and fascina- 
tion of the love that precedes the union. But I can 
testify that the love we cherished in those gloomiest 
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days and stormiest periods with which onr married 
career was so frequently chequered, even in the dark 
days when my Beloved was fading like a dying flower 
before my eyes, excelled in force and fervour all that 
had gone before. 

The husband should cherish his love, because it 
will so often prove the only means of retaining the 
affection of his wife. Woman's love, in thousands 
of instances, continues faithful, though her husband's 
heart has been taken away, and given to money, or 
to business, to amusements, or to public affairs, or 
perhaps — for this, alas 1 alas I must surely be to her 
the lowest depth of agony — to the " strange woman." 
And yet, is it to be wondered at, in such a case, if 
the wife's affections dry up, and her heart looks else- 
where for the responsive endearments and fellowship 
which are denied her at their legitimate source? 
Betrayed — for it is a betrayal — neglected, and for- 
saken, is it surprising that she should go into this 
false affection business on her own account, and find, 
or try to find, the heaven denied her in her husband's 
bosom, in her children, or in her acquaintances ; or 
that she should slowly pine away and die of a broken 
heart ? Over many a wife's grave might be truth- 
fully written : 

« I died, 

for lack of the Love 

promised to me 

at the Marriage Altar 

by my 

Husband." 
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XVI. 

The Husband^s Duties and Responsi^ 
bilities« ( Continued.) 

My Deab Comrades, — 

I continue my counsel on the Eesponsibilities 
of husbands to their wives. 

4, The husband must regard his wife as his equal, 
and treat her accordingly. The difficulties and dis- 
asters which overtake numberless homes commence 
with the violation of this law. The husband does 
not believe in the equality of the sexes. Men are, 
in fact, taoght from their youth up, that the woman 
is an inferior creature. They learn it from obsequious 
servants, from dictatorial fathers, from ignorant 
teachers, and from selfish companions ; while, some- 
times, silly mothers also will, by their favouritism, 
and in other ways, convey the humiliating idea that 
boys are superior to girls. The same idea commonly 
prevails among their school-fellows, and is openly 
asserted by all classes of their associates during 
after life. Unfortunately, the women accept the 
idea. They do not know anybetter. Or, is it that 
their natural meekness, united with their desire to 
please and curry favour with the men, fosters it? 
Perhaps so, for, whatever the cause, the married life 
of multitxi^e^ commences based upon this fallacy. 



THE HUSBAND'S DUTIES. 125 

Now I regard it as scarcely less than a fraud 
perpetrated on the sex; and like all frauds, it works 
badly for all concerned. Many a woman, in her secret 
sonl, knows, that although she may be different from 
her husband, and inferior in matters of secondary 
importance, yet, upon the whole, she is as good a 
being as he is, and, perhaps, in the nobler traits of 
character, really his superior. And yet, all her life, 
she has to submit to his domination on the false 
and hollow supposition of her inferiority. 

A wife may, and often does, diflfer very widely 
from her husband; but a diflference in some particular 
faculties does not necessarily imply inferiority as a 
whole. Do not the men differ from one another ? 
Will any two men whom you meet, as you pass 
along the crowded city streets, be alike in body, 
mind, and heart ? Of course not 1 But, no one 
argues that this difference necessarily proves any 
inferiority; it would be ridiculous to do so. And 
the difference between husband and wife will not 
be greater than that which we usually find existing 
between the ordinary run of men. 

Differences between man and wife there must be. 
For instance, the husband will usually excel the 
wife in physical force. He will excel her at filling 
a coal-waggon, or digging a hole in the garden, 
or rowing a boat on the river. He has more power 
to endure cold and heat, privation and fatigue, and, 
I was going to say, to suffer pain. But if I had made 
the latter assertion, it would certainly have been 
a mistake, for in this respect woman, unquestionably, 
surpasses him; and his superiority, in some of the 
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I)hy8ical abUities I have noticed, is merely the result 
of training and exercise, rather than difference in 
natural capacity. 

The husband will, occasionally, excel the wife 
intellectually; but this does not prove her to be 
an inferior being. On the contrary. Gro back to 
the beginning of her life, and give her the oppor- 
tunities that he has enjoyed, and she will not be 
far behind him, even if she is not fully his equal 
in this respect. Anyway, I am prepared to contend 
that, take her altogether, even when she has a cell 
less in her brain than her husband, she will have 
a fibre more in her heart, and when she has a fibre 
less in her heart, yon will find that she has a cell 
more in her brain. 

Now, I urge husbands to beware of making a 
wrong start in this respect. By so doing, they will 
avoid many misunderstandings. Say to your wife, 
'* Now, my dear, we will begin fair. Ours is an 
e(]ual partnership, and we will equally share the 
duties and responsibilities of our position while God 
shall spare us to each other." 

5. The husband is responsible for giving his wife 
a position in the home answering to this equality. 
Ho should be at some trouble to pay her a respect 
worthy of the relation in which she stands to him. 
If i^ho is his equal, let him treat her as he would like 
otUars to treat him. Let him speak to her with kind- 
ness, and avoid contradicting her in the presence of 
otliors. Let liim seek her opinion in conversation, 
and defer to it whenever he can. Let him consult 
hev tastes and convenience, as well as his own, in the 
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every-day affairs of the home. Let him be careful 
to continue those little attentions with which he was 
proud to favour her before Marriage. Then, he was 
ever ready to run and fetch and carry for her. Whether 
it was the cloak she had left upstairs, or the book she 
had lost, or the paper that had slipped from her 
fingers, he was ever willing to minister to her needs. 
These attentions, though trifling in themselves, had not 
only much to do with the affection she gave to him, 
but with the respect in which she was held by others. 

If such attentions were acceptable then, they will 
be equally good to-day. Do not wait, until moved 
by some involuntary impulse, to render such kind- 
nesses. Make this simple concern for her comfort 
your duty, and it will become your pleasure; while 
to her, it will be of higher worth than the most 
precious treasure. And when the family arrives, such 
respectful consideration for the mother will have the 
happiest influence upon the children. 

The rude, familiar treatment which some boys and 
girls give to their mothers, disgusts me, whenever I 
am called to witness it, not only from sympathy with 
the mothers in the pain inflicted upon them by this 
behaviour, but as indicating what they, and society 
in general, may expect from the children in the same 
direction in after years. 

While I am aware that the indulgent mother will 
often be largely to blame for this herself, I am equally 
sure that it can be as frequently traced to her husband. 
The children note their father's gruffness, and the 
want of those little compliments and kindnesses, in 
his dealings with their mother, which their instinct 
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tells them are her right, and they are ready enough 
to imitate him. 

Alas I how common it is for a father, all smiles 
and honey in his conversation with the visitor, ex- 
pending on him any amount of acknowledgments for 
any trifling favours, and making himself to the 
stranger the most affable of men, to allow his own 
wife to toil for his comfort from morn till night 
without once saying to her " If you please," or 
" Thank you " 1 Such seed-sowing, in the presence 
of the children, is sure to produce a harvest of in- 
difference to the self-sacrificing toil of their mother, 
which is not only dangerous and discreditable to 
them, but a disgrace to their father. 

6. The husband must specially care for the temporal 
comfort and bodily needs of his wife, 

(i) This feeling will lead him to form, as far as 
possible, a correct judgment of her health. Self- 
sacrificing love and the desire to spare the husband 
unnecessary anxiety, taken together with the natural 
buoyancy of spirit possessed by many women, too 
often lead them to conceal their pains and maladies, 
until it is too late for them to be remedied. Many 
a precious woman travels too far on the road to the 
dark grave for medical skill to be of any avail, 
who might have been saved, had some anxious eye 
discovered, at an earlier date, the secret enemy of 
disease. 

It is, therefore, one of the husband's first duties 
to get a general idea of the constitution of his wife, 
and her present state of health, and to care for her 
accordingly. Did he not promise, in the most solemn 
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manner, at the Wedding ceremony, " to love and to 
cherish her till death us do part " ? And how can 
he cherish, and ward off the evils that beset her, 
without some knowledge of them ? A thoughtful 
husband will be the wife's best and most trustworthy 
physician, more successful in keeping away the last 
enemy than any other guardian, for he is able to act 
upon the principle that "prevention is better than 
cure." 

(ii) This care will lead the husband to be con- 
siderate, as to the character of the work that falls to 
the wife's lot, and the hours she is engaged upon 
it. It will be generally known that I am a believer 
in hard work, and that for both sexes alike. As a 
rule, the husband for whom I write will be one of 
" the horny-handed sons of toil " ; and if he act upon 
the advice already given in these Letters, the amount 
of work he actually performs will only be bounded 
by his ability. The same rule will equally apply to 
his wife. There is no room for what may be styled, 
" Lady-ism," when that term is taken to signify " Do- 
nothing-ism," in the circle of those for whom I 
prescribe. 

Let it be understood, therefore, that the wife must 
work, and work hard; and, if needs be, work in the 
field or garden. Why not ? Is there anything more 
undignified or unhealthy in a woman helping her 
husband to put in the seed, or reap the crop, or help 
her fisherman to pull home the boats in the bright 
sunshine, while breathing God's pure air, than in 
standing long, weary hours in a stifiing atmosphere, 
engaged in the monotonous task of working a machine ? 
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Bat I leave that. I have been saying, that I am 
not opposed to the wife's working. And, except in 
circnmstances of necessity, she will usnally find that 
work in her own home, and with her own children. 
This will make sufficient demands upon her energies, 
and occupy a fair share of her time. When her gifts 
point out higher duties still, then, by all means, let 
her have help with the scrubbing of the floors, the 
minding of the children, and the mending of the 
clothes, while she goes forth to labour for others. 

But I am wandering away from the thought with 
which 1 started, which was, that whatever work 
may be devolved upon the wife, by Providence, or 
opportunity, or by her own ability, the husband is 
responsible for seeing that she does not go beyond 
her strength in doing it. According to the Apostle, 
God has made him the master of her body. " For 
the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
is the Head of the Church." He sought it, and she 
gave it to him, and he will be a traitor to the precious 
trust reposed in him, if he does not guard the treasure, 
and see that she does not overtax her strength, and 
thereby do herself lasting harm, in her generous 
concern for him or for his children. 

It is not so much from the work, as from the long 
hours, 1 believe, that the poor man's wife is likely 
to suffer most When the little children come along 
quickly, bringing with them troubles, endless in 
number, and wonderful in variety, the mother will 
be strongly tempted to overdo herself. When sick- 
ness in the home, and other trials, rob her of her rest, 
and keep her in a constant whirl of anxiety, she 
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will be in danger of nadermining what may be, 
naturally, a strong constitution, or of bending the 
bruised reed too far for it ever to stand upright again. 

The employment of the husband will, often, so 
far tax his energy by day, as to make it difficult, if 
not impossible, for him to share the night watchings 
and other services required in the sick-chamber. 
Where, however, it is possible, it will be very unkind 
not to cheerfully take turn and turn about at such 
times. And when the husband cannot give such 
substantial assistance to his over-burdened helpmeet, 
he will surely render what service he can. 

Of course, there is an alternative, that will go far 
to meet the difficulty, and that is the hiring of 
strangers to give the needed help. This, however, 
will not always be within the ability of the husbands 
for whom 1 am writing. When it is, it should be 
done. I have known husbands mean enough to 
allow willing wives to permanently injure, if not 
destroy, their precious health rather than draw upon 
their bit of savings to provide the required assist- 
ance. The spirit of Salvation renders such conduct 
impossible. Anyway, to be forewarned is to be fore- 
armed, and the husband who wants to keep his best 
friend by his side, and the mother of his children at 
her post, will be watchful, with the alertness of self- 
interest, as well as of true love, lest she permanently 
damage herself by her exhausting toil. 

(iii) The husband who does his duty to his wife 
will, to the very utmost limit of his ability, be 
careful to see that she has a sufficient quantity 
of nourishing food. This suggestion may ft.^Tj^vvt 
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unnecessary ; but my observations go to show that 
it is needed. 

1 have little doubt that many wives, out of the 
kindliness of their disposition, and partly from the 
silly notion that men, because they are men, require 
more support than women, are ever in the habit of 
giving them the lion's share of such good things as 
they can obtain. And it may be — 1 hope it is — largely 
the want of thought rather than the want of a 
generous disposition which makes many husbands 
willing to receive such favour. 

Now, 1 do not object to the wife providing the 
best things for her husband that she can lay her 
hands upon. It is wifely to do so. But I do object 
to the husband accepting them, without stopping to 
enquire what kind of a supply is left for the wife. 
No man is worth considering here who can happily 
feast himself on the one chop on the table, while 
his wife has to satisfy herself with the leavings of 
the former day's meal. And especially would this 
be the case if she were, at the same time, supplying 
vital force to a baby boy or girl. 

Let your love be sujfficiently practical to provide 
for these e very-day necessities of your partner. 
You do not consider it beneath your importance to 
ask, with interest, the question, "What have you 
got for my dinner?" Exercise as much curiosity 
about the provision made for your wife, and see also 
that she has her share of the best there is when the 
meal comes round. 

(iv) To ask the husband to care for his wife in 
actual sickness appears unnecessary, especially in 
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view of what we have said before on the duty of 
considering her health. And yet, another word 
bearing on the case may not be out of place here. 

The husband should ascertain, at the earliest 
opportunity, the nature of the malady. A doctor 
may be necessary for this purpose, although, in many 
of the diseases from which both women and children 
are sufferers, the opinion of a practised nurse will 
often be quite as usefiil. Especially would I recom- 
mend such a course if a Salvation Army nurse is within 
reach. Anyway, Heaven and earth should be moved, 
the one by prayer, and the other by enquiry, to 
discover the nature of the disease. That ascertained, 
act, after casting yourself on God for guidance, accord- 
ing to the best light you have, and the best advice, 
medical or otherwise, that you can obtain. 

Let your wife see that you take an interest in 
her suffering. Your sympathies will do more for 
her restoration than the choicest physic that can 
be found. 

Devote what time at her bedside your daily toil 
and other duties will allow. The leisure hours 
of Salvationists are busily occupied; and a good 
wife will not desire you to neglect your work for 
others, either in or outside the Corps, merely to 
sit with her. Still, you will do what you can in 
this direction, and so make her feel that she lives 
in your heart. Satisfy her of that, and it will go 
far to help her to live to serve you and the Kingdom 
another day, or to die in peace, blessing you and 
your children with her latest breath. 
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xvn. 

Husband^s Duties and Responsibilities* 

{Contintied.) 

My Deak Comrades, — 

The husband should share the family cares 
of his wife, I cannot help feeling that I am here 
and there repeating myself; but the reader must 
remember that I write for those who have not had 
a very careful training in such matters. Indeed, 
these Letters, I have no doubt, will come to many 
who never knew what family love was before their 
conversion. Take, for instance, the following testi- 
mony brought under my notice by an Officer a little 
time back. The speaker was some fifty years of 
ago: 

" Speak not a word agin The Salvation Army," 
Haid he. (It was in an open-air meeting, when 
Home chaff was being rather freely indulged in on 
that over-interesting theme.) " Speak not agin 
The Salvation Army. Before I came into it I 
was a drunkard. I was never once properly sober 
for twenty years. It was late at night when God 
converted my soul, and I should think it was near 
midnight wlien I got home. . . . My wife trembled 
when she heard my step on the stair. She expected 
oaths and, perhaps, blows — as was the custom in those 
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days. Bat I rashed into the room, and to her 
amazement, flung my arms round her neck, and said, 
' Wife, a hnsband has come home to-night I ' and 
then I kissed her. I had never done that sort of 
thing since we were married near upon twenty years 
before. 1 then said, * Where are the children ? ' 
and I had them all ont of their beds of rag and straw, 
and I said to them, ^ Children, you have got a father 
now ' ; and then I kissed them ; and I declare to yon, 
that I had never kissed them before since they were 
born. Friends," said he, " never say anything agin 
The Salvation Army! It did that for me, and I 
have stood to it" 

In writing for many of this class, I feel that I 
cannot speak too plainly; no, nor jJainly enough; and 
I cannot very well go over the ground too often. 

The husband, then, I say, must share with his wife 
in the cares which are ever connected with family 
and home. On the wife, the heavier share of this 
burden must necessarily rest. It is quite true, that 
the man has, in many cases, to go forth to meet 
dangers by land and sea, in order to earn the family's 
bread, and that he leaves the wife all snug and 
comfortable in her cosy home, while he risk^ life 
and limb amongst the machinery above ground or 
amidst the fire-damp below, or in the presence of 
a thousand other perils. Still, the daily excitement 
associated with these dangers and inconveniences 
will often make the husband's life easier to bear 
than the monotonous lonely one which a woman 
has ordinarily to endure. 

A husband ought, I think, to bear all this in mind, 
and to remember that in the life of \i\fik ml^ \Xi^\^ ^x.^ 
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nambers of trials of which she can speak to no one 
so readily as to him ; and that npon no one else has 
she anything like so strong a claim for sympathy 
and counsel with respect to them. It is not, therefore, 
uncommon, I imagine, for husbands to regard their 
family affairs as matters of small moment. The 
sicknesses, accidents, naughtinesses, education, and 
training of the children; the waywardness of servants, 
where there are such luxuries ; the upkeep of the 
house ; the troubles of relatives, and the ever-recur- 
ring difficulty of making ends meet, are often matters 
of small moment to the husband, in comparison with 
his own special trials; and, therefore, he is constantly 
in danger of regarding them as no trials at all. 

Many a wife feels, very keenly, this under-estima- 
tion of the troubles of her lot. To her, the health 
and happiness and welfare of her children, and most 
of all, the making of them into good and holy men 
and women, constitute the chief responsibility of her 
life, one which she feels must be faithfully discharged, 
whatever else may befall her ; while all the host of 
other perplexities have also to be attended to, or the 
household and its affairs will go to rack and ruin. 
And, when the husband cannot be prevailed upon to 
join heart and hand with her, in dealing with them, 
she will naturally and rightly feel it very acutely. 

Only too often the husband does not afford the 
time to even hear about these things, much less does 
he manifest the spirit that boldly shares the burden. 
The wife has taken her full part of every anxiety that 
has come upon him, from the first hour they agreed 
to join hands and hearts together ; and yet, in many 
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cases, she is left to toil on alone with the canker of 
neglect gnawing at her heart, nntil the thousand and 
one anxieties worry all the religion out of her sonl, 
worry all the tme love for her hnsband ont of her 
heart, and, alas ! worry her into the grave. 

Now, I say to husbands, do not let this state of 
things, or anything approaching it, happen in your 
experience. Begin, and go on to the end, in the spirit 
and practice of a tme partnership. The children are 
yours in as true a sense as they are your wife's ; 
and although Divine Providence has apportioned the 
larger share of nursing and teaching and training 
them to her, a high responsibility rests upon you 
as a godly father, to work with her to the very 
utmost of your opportunity. Twenty years hence, 
if you are a good Salvationist, and should be spared, 
you will greatly desire to see them taking a front- 
rank place in the world, and boldly and successfully 
playing their part for God and man. On the other 
hand, it will break your heart and cloud your declining 
years with sorrow to see them grow up the enemies 
of God, a curse to their fellows, and a disgrace to 
your name. 

To this end, someone must prepare the soil of 
their young hearts, put in the good seed, and with 
prayers and patience, guard its growth to maturity. 
I repeat again, that the larger portion of the burden 
of all this loving toil must of necessity fall upon the 
wife, and especially will it be so when the children 
are at the most impressionable age ; bnt I insist also, 
and that with all the emphasis I can employ, that 
the father must take his fair share of t\!L\^ ^x>Lx5kSS^^ 
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basiness. No small part of that share will consist in 
hearing, with patience and sympathy, from the lips 
of their mother, of the dijfficulties she meets with, 
counselling her as to the best method of dealing with 
them, and cheering her forward in the discharge of 
her heavenly task. 

7. The f aithful husband will specially care for the 
happiness of his wife. A certain amount of gladness 
is essential to health of body, mind, and spirit. Men 
do not forget this when they think of their own lot. 
And what is true of man is true of woman. 

Now, who is responsible for bringing this happiness 
to a wife, if not her husband ? He tried to make her 
happy before he mari*ied her, assured her of his devo- 
tion, made her presents, took her to meetings, and 
shared his holidays with her at the seaside or else- 
where, while hours were spent conversing on matters 
about which he cared but little — ^just because they 
pleased her for the time. Why should he not con- 
tinue these, and the similar arts for creating pleasant 
thoughts and feelings in her breast, of which he 
was such a master before the Marriage-day, and 
which will be just as welcome to her now as they 
were in the days gone by ? I do not ask for any of 
the frivolities so common in the giddy world; but I 
do ask that there shall be a direct and persevering 
attempt on the part of every husband to brighten 
the life of his wife, and make her feel that it is a 
joy to him to have been favoured with such love as 
has fallen to his lot. 

Alas ! in many cases, all these loving usages 
change so seriously, and so much for the worse, 
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after Marriage, that the wife comes to think that 
she is to her hasband as an old song that has lost 
its charm, and so all the gladness dries np ont of 
her sonl, and her life becomes a gloomy pilgrimage. 

Of course, the experience of the tme Salvationist 
wife will differ, in some measure, from this, even 
in these sad circumstances, seeing that there will 
be for her sources of gladness eternally new in the 
Salvation of God flowing in upon her, and in the 
ever-varying joys connected with blessing her fellows, 
and extending the Kingdom of Christ. But even 
then, few of us can estimate the secret disappoint- 
ments and heartaches of multitudes of sincere and 
loving wives, when they witness the gradual decline 
of any real interest in the gladness and happiness 
of their lives, on the part of those to whom they 
have given their all. 

8. The true husband will give his wife a fair share 
of his time. This is a difficult subject, and one upon 
which I know some difference of opinion prevails, 
even among Salvationists. The utter selfishness of 
some wives is known far and near. They would 
keep their husbands ever dangling at their elbows, 
regardless of the usefal work they might be doing, 
for the lost and wretched around them, expecting 
them to have no higher aim in life than, to minister 
to their own comfort and pleasure. But the demands 
of those who are unreasonable must not be allowed 
to interfere with the rightful claims of others, for 
certainly a woman should have a fair measure of 
her husband's time, and he ought to see that she 
gets it. 
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XVIII. 

Fighting for God* 

My Dear Comrades, — 

Now 1 want to say something to you as to 
husbands helping their wives in work for God. 

9. Every husband who is a true Salvationist will, 
so far as he has the power to do so, afford his wife 
all reasonable opportunity for exercising her gifts in 
the work of The Army. 

When a woman links her life with her husband's, 
she does not forego, or sacrifice, any of those natural 
rights with which she has been endowed by God, 
and of which she finds herself possessed. They are 
her birthright. No change in her earthly position, 
and no relationship into which she can come, can 
deprive her of these privileges. She cannot contract 
herself out of them. She cannot forfeit them. They 
are hers, so long as she remains below. They are 
inalienable. It is not necessaty, for my present 
purpose, that I should enumerate them all, but I 
wish to refer in a word to one or two that seem 
to me to be the most important and the most sacred. 

The right to believe what appears to her to be 
the truth. 

The right to enquire into the will of God, and 
to order her life in harmony with it. 
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The right to do what she sees to be necessary 
for the Salvation of her soul. 

The right to love God and to keep His com- 
mandments. 

The right to keep a good conscience. 

The right to exercise the gifts God has bestowed 
upon her for seeking the Salvation of souls and the 
honour of her Saviour. 

Now, no husband, at the peril of his own soul, 
and at the further peril of bringing upon his wife 
the condemnation of God, must make any sort of 
demand upon her, which would involve the sacrifice 
of these rights, or lead her to neglect the solemn 
obligations that spring out of them. Especially does 
this apply to work for the Kingdom of Christ. I 
have said before, that after her own Salvation, a 
wife's first duties contemplate the holiness and 
happiness of her own household ; but when those 
duties are discharged, she is as absolutely free to 
fight for souls as she was before she was married, 
and the hand of God will be against the husband 
who stands in the way of her doing so ! " It were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and he were cast into the sea!" 

For various reasons, some husbands — even Salva- 
tionist husbands — object to their wives taking an 
active part in public work. It is a painful and often 
an utteriy inexcusable wrong. How many beautiful, 
devoted, and largely gifted women have I known, 
who, while single, swayed crowds with their holy 
eloquence, or commanded and directed large bodies 
of Soldiers, and thereby swept hundreds of souls 
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into the Kingdom, but who, comparatively speaking, 
passed from public view on their Wedding-day I It 
is true, they appear, now and then, to remind us of 
the talents that lie buried, and the treasure we have 
lost; but so far as the free exercise of their gifts 
for the benefit of their generation is concerned, we 
might almost as well have followed them to their 
graves, as given them over into the possession of 
their husbands. 

1 1 . The true husband will care for the spiritual 
well-being of his vnfe^ and will use every influence 
within his power to cultivate her highest devotion. 

Reference to this duty seems to be utterly un- 
necessary. It sounds almost like an insult to a 
Salvationist, or indeed to anyone making any preten- 
sion to being a follower of Jesus Christ. But, alas ! 
there are, I fear, many husbands who, though really 
devout men, and wonderfully zealous for the spiritual 
welfare of the people around them, neglect to deal 
faithfully with the Saints and Soldiers of their own 
family circle ; and, what seems the most unaccount- 
able of all, who neglect the souls of the life- 
companions, for whom God has made them chiefly 
responsible to Him. 

Shall the husband cherish his wife's person; shall 
he seek her temporal well-being, and find his highest 
satisfaction in her society, for years and years, and 
yet, all this time, neglect anything like earnest, 
determined effort to keep her walking with God and 
prepared for Heaven ? It seems impossible that it 
should be so. 

Who can describe the tremendous influence which 
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a husband, who is loved and cared for, gradually 
comes to exercise over his wife ? Her spirit responds 
to his, almost to adoration. His will is her law ; his 
example the pattern for her life; his opinions stand 
to her for inflexible truth; his interests are her own; 
his frown is her torture, and his smile her delight. 
Indeed, in thousands of cases, she comes almost to 
feel that Heaven would be Hell without him, and 
Hell would be Heaven if he were there. 

The world has innumerable instances of this 
absorption, by her husband, of all the strongest 
passions in the woman's breast. If he goes right, 
so does she; if he goes wrong, like a lamb led to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is dumb, 
so does she follow him without opening her mouth to 
utter one protesting word. What a glorious thing it 
must be, when this influence, or anything approaching 
it, is used by the husband to lead and keep the wife 
in the way of Godliness, in the way of usefulness, in 
the way that leads to Heaven! 

And how awful the consequences to the wife, and 
how tremendously heavy must the condemnation be 
that rests on the husband, who allows the love she 
bears him to diminish her zeal or narrow her sphere 
of usefulness ; nay, to bring about graver and darker 
consequences still — backsliding, despair, and ever- 
lasting woe I 

And yet, I have known of husbands who have 
come very near, if they have not reached, this descrip- 
tion in all its blackness of darkness. As the rattle- 

« 

snake flrst attracts the innocent humming-bird, then 
fascinates, and then devours it, so these husbands 
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attract and ensnare their victim, in the fall zenith of 
her spiritaal power and prosperity. They promise— 
oh I with what sweet and tender words they promise 
— all the liberty in working for God, at present 
possessed— nay, more ; they tell her of the freedom 
from care they will bring her ; they talk of the 
communion of sonl that she shall enjoy ; and so 
capture her heart. This accomplished, the only 
difference between their action and that of the 
serpent, consists in the fact that the rattlesnake 
devours its victim and ends its misery, while they 
keep theirs shut up, in the cage of their own home, 
almost, if not altogether, for the purpose of minister- 
ing to their pleasure and needs. 

Oh, how many a woman might say to her husband 
"I was a pure, believing, faithful soul, living only 
to love and serve God and to do good, until you 
came into my circle and won my affections. Now, 
by your unwillingness that I should do anything 
for my Master, by your selfishness and unbelief, by 
your zeal in public and your indifference in private, 
you have not only cut short my useful career, but 
have gone far to destroy my faith in the professions 
of the followers of Christ, and have all but made me 
an infidel " ! And, alas I how many husbands would 
be speechless, their guilty silence speaking louder 
than words, in the presence of such a confession I 

I wonder whether any heart-broken wife will read 
these pages, whose testimony of her husband's 
faithless conduct, will at all justify so terrible an 
indictment ? 
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XIX. 

The Duty of Wives to their Husbands* 

My Deah Comrades, — 

Women, as a rale, desire Marriage ; and the 
desire, when kept in happy subjection to the Divine 
pleasure, is honourable and lawful. High and 
beautiful motives may, as we have seen, make her 
quite willing to forego the realisation of this desire — 
nay, may make it a delight for her to do so ; but 
in the ordinary course of things, the desire for the 
married state is as proper in woman as it is in man, 
and that, amongst others, for the following reasons : — 

1. Marriage is the fulfilment of the Divine Order. 
If man was not created for the woman, certainly 
woman was created for the man. She is not complete 
without him. She is, so to speak, a part of him, 
and the union of the two parts is necessary to the 
making of one complete whole. Indeed, until they 
are brought together, there will, in the great majority 
of cases, be a measure of unrest and disquietude on 
the part of both men and women who will, naturally, 
regard the unmarried state as an unfinished work. 

2. Marriage meets the yearning of the womarCs soul 
for a closer human communion than she can ordinarily 
find elsewhere. Woman's nature is pre-e\ELV\i'e«kX:^ 
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sympathetic. She was made for association, for 
friendship, for love. She wants some other heart 
to rest in. Man can be more contented, alone, than 
woman, seeing that he has so many other aims, 
recreations, ambitions, and the like, to occupy him. 
Woman, so differently circumstanced, has her whole 
fortune in her affections, and wants a kindred soul 
on whom she can lavish them. A husband seems 
to be the natural object for this love. 

It is true, that there have been, and still are, 
numbers of beautiful instances of the truest and 
purest fellowship of spirit existing between woman 
and woman. There are many individuals in our 
ranks who pour out all their store of love after 
this fashion, or offer it in a sacred sacrifice directly 
at the Master's feet. But with others, it is not so. 
They ask for the fellowship of Marriage, and are only 
able to find the longed-for satisfaction there. 

3. Woman desires Marriage because of the earthly 
advantages it offers. Perhaps, she is poor, and has 
no one to provide for her. Perhaps, she is weak, 
and has no one to defend her. Perhaps, she is lonely, 
and has no one to companion her. Who can supply 
these needs so well as a husband? It is felt by 
woman, that it was intended that man should be 
the means of provision and defence for the weaker 
sex; therefore, what is so natural as that she should 
seek to link her fate with his? He has been 
constituted her natural guardian. 

It may be said, that this motive is a selfish one. 
I do not think so. For is not the woman prepared to 
give to man, in love and sympathy and service, at 
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least, a fair exchange for all lie gives to her? If 
the Wise Man, whom we have before quoted, says, 
"Whoso findeth a wife, findeth a good thing," we 
may, trnthfolly, add that he finds " a good bargain " 
also. In fact, he may be said to have made his 
fortune. 

But the very semblance of selfishness is removed 
by a moment's consideration of the unnatural con- 
ditions in which we find woman commonly placed. 
It is true, that great changes in her favour have been 
wrought, of late years, in some communities. But 
until quite recently, what employments were open to 
a woman by which she could earn her daily bread, 
except those of a comparatively menial character? 
And even now, things are not very much better. 

Then again, has she not been trained, from her 
childhood, in the belief that she must marry or 
become a burden? Did not her mother and her 
father, her brothers and sisters, nay, her relations of 
the third and fourth degree, din it into her ears 
continually, that Marriage was her natural destiny? 

It is true that this state of things does not 
exist in The Salvation Army to the same extent 
perhaps as elsewhere. New opportunities of Service 
have been opened for woman there. Still, OflScership 
is only possible to a section of the thousands of the 
precious women who march under the Yellow, R^d, 
and Blue. And therefore, even in The Army, woman 
naturally looks forward to Marriage as the readiest 
way of securing a comfortable home, and the temporal 
provision she needs, and no one can justly condemn 
her for doing so. 
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4. Natural instinct leads women to desire Marriage. 
To ensure the continaance of the race, God has 
planted certain desires, or appetites, in the physical 
system, the gratification of which, after the plan 
intended by God, is as lawful as that of any other 
physical appetite. But for the natural craving for 
food, men would not be at the trouble to seek it, and 
the race would die of hunger. But for the desire 
referred to, such would be the disinclination of 
woman to face the pains and toils connected with 
family life, that no more children would be born into 
the world, and man would pass away from the face 
of the earth. 

The maternal instinct is strong in most women. 
The sacred gift of motherhood, that wonderful passion 
which carried her without flinching, or complaint, 
through years of service and sacrifice for the sake of 
her children, awakes early, and before all earthly 
things she desires to become, the mother of a living 
child. Marriage is the only legitimate and honourable 
way by which that craving can be grafified, and 
hence woman's desire to enter into that state. 

When the Marriage has taken place, then the 
principle before referred to, in the case of the husband, 
must be counted as applying equally to the Wife. 
That is, the advantages conferred by Marriage upon 
the wife impose certain obligations upon her in 
return. To begin with : 

1. The wife is under obligation to obey. If th« 
husband reach, in character and conduct, to the 
standard that I have raised for him in a previous 
chapter^ the obedience required from his wife will 



Duty of Wives to their Husbands. 149 

be little more than a name. In fact, there will 
probably be as much obedience on the one side as 
on the other I This was largely, if not absolutely, 
the case in the union between my precious Wife 
and myself. There was no feeling of mastery with 
either of us, and all sense of obedience was lost 
in the mutual desire to meet each other's wishes. 

Where there is a strong affection on the part of 
the wife, the danger will often be, that the woman, 
as we have said before, will be ready to completely 
subordinate her judgment to that of her husband, 
and under the influence of that affection and admira- 
tion, go down and become his creature — I might 
say, his willing slave. How often do we see examples 
of this unreasoning subjection, in the case of women 
every way stronger than their husbands, in those 
points of character that are most valuable and use- 
ful ; and, indeed, in those graces also that are more 
precious still I 

But it will always be wise for a woman to 
bargain, in her own mind, for obedience to her husband 
whether she is able to render it with pleasure or 
not. She will, as a rule, reap more liberty of action 
by this than by making reservations, or resolutions 
to the contrary, or by standing up for what are 
sometimes called '^ woman's rights." The woman 
who is determined to have her own way, in opposition 
to her husband's judgment, and to be the mistress 
of all her actions, ought not to marry at all. 

In this respect, women should beware of vows 
made before Marriage. Husbands will promise many 
things before the event, and that with the honest 
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intention of carrying them out ; but who when the 
time comes ronnd, will fS&il in the fulfilment of their 
pledges; and that, not because of any purpose to 
deceive, but because their dispositions and circum- 
stances prove too strong for them. No, there is 
nothing for it, but for the wife who desires a happy 
union, to make up her mind to conform to the 
will of her husband, and to take proportionate care 
in deciding who that husband shall be. 

2. The wife is under obligation to care for all 
that concerns the earthly interests of her husband. 
In some way or other, whether from instinct or 
custom, it is felt to be the wife's duty to take the 
responsibility of his house, the preparation of his 
food, the supervision of his clothing, together with 
a general care for his health. She must do this. 

3. She is under obligation to love and cherish her 
husband before all else. She must have no human 
love ; that is, no friend or relative, male or female, 
inside or outside her home, who comes before him. 

I am, of course, supposing that the husband gives 
to the wife that love and fellowship which are 
her due. Should he, however, fail in this, as I 
have already shown he may, she must still love 
and serve him in the hope that she may win him 
back again. 

4. I need hardly add, that the wife is under 
solemn obligation to keep herself to her husband 
alone. Infidelity is terrible in the husband, and, in 
the esteem of Divine justice, as sinful as it is in 
the wife ; doubtless, in many cases, it is even more 
so. But, after all, a higher standard of purity and 
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rectitade in all that concerns the sexnal relations, 
has been set np for woman. If she falls, it is 
from a loftier height, and therefore to a lower depth 
of infamy and woe. Terribly tempted many wives 
doubtless are, and, while the world is fall of fiendish, 
lustful men, tempted she will be ; but she must walk 
the narrowest part of the narrow way of chastity, 
keeping even her inmost thoughts and feelings 
faithful to her husband. 

5. Neither need I say, that the wife is under 
the most sacred obligations to seek the highest in- 
terests of the children with whom God may entrust 
her. This duty may, and will involve her, as we 
have before had occasion to observe, in a life of 
anxiety and self-sacrifice. But there is no alternative. 
The children are there. They belong to her in even 
a higher and tenderer sense than they do to her 
hustend. She must love, watch over, and protect 
them, set before them a lofty example of grace and 
purity, supplying their every need according to her 
ability for time and for eternity. 

6. And, lastly, I remark that the wife is under 
the most solemn obligations to God to aim at her 
husbancTs everlasting welfare. This is the most 
solemn and binding obligation of all; and yet, I am 
afraid, it is one that is not uncommonly neglected. 
*• Oh," said a wife, the other day, with tears of deep 
anguish flowing down her face, of a husband who had 
gone sadly astray, ^^I have mended his clothes, I 
have nursed his children, I have cared for his health, 
and looked after his earthly comfort, but 1 have 
neglected his soul." 
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XX. 

Home* 

My Dear Comrades, — 

Few words in the English language take 
hold of the heart more quickly, move it more 
powerfully, and retain their influence over it more 
permanently, than the magic word, "Home." How 
universally true of the Anglo-Saxon people every- 
where are the oft-repeated lines : 

"JEToTne, Aome, Bvoeet, sweet home, 
Be it ever so humble, there* 8 no place like horns" 

To some extent, this sentiment applies to the 
animal species as well as to the human race. The 
wild beasts of the forest have their peculiar lairs 
where they hide and sleep ; the birds have their 
favourite woods, where they sing and build their 
nests; many of the fishes have their fancied streams, 
which they more particularly frequent; and there 
is only a human being, here and there, who has 
not some spot which he honours with the name 
of Home. 

It is quite true, that for the good of others, and 
the glory of his Lord, the Salvationist holds not 
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back the pleasures of Home in the consecration he 
makes of himself to the War, and that in practice, 
he is often called upon entirely to forego its charms. 
In this sacrifice, he has before him the example 
of his Divine Master, who said of Himself, " The 
foxes have holes, the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head." 
In other words, our Lord, after He left His Mother's 
cottage in Nazareth, was without a home. 

Thousands, at the call of the Holy Spirit, and 
for the sake of a dying world, have followed the 
Master's example. At the head of these Saints 
and Warriors is the Apostle Paul, who gloried in 
being able to forego wife and children and all the 
things which, together, constitute the charm of 
Home. Although perfectly lawful to him, he gave 
them up in order to win a larger number of souls 
to Christ. 

The sainted and sanctified Madame Guyon ex- 
presses her conviction in the following beautifal 
words : — 



"god everywhere to the soul that loves him. 

" ThoUf by long eocperienoe tried. 
Near whom no grief can long abide ; 
My Lord, how full of sweet content, 
I pass my yea/rs of baniah/ment ! 

^^ All scenes alike engaging prove 
To souls impressed vnlh sacred love; 
Wherever they dwell, they dwell in Thee, 
In heaven, in earth, or on the sea. 
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'* To me remairks nor place nor time ; 
My oouniry is in every dime; 
I eon be calm and free from care 
On any ehere, since God is there, 

*' While place Aoe seek, or place we shun, 
The soul finds happiness in none : 
But with a God to guide our way, 
*Tis equal joy to go or stay, 

m 

'* Could I he cast where Thou art not. 
Thai were, hideed, a dreadful lot : 
But regions none remote I caU ; 
Secure of fiiiding God in all. 

^' My country, Lord^ art Thou alone : 
JVb other can I claim or own; 
The point where all my wishes meet. 
My law, my love ; lifers ordy sweet" 

But, after all, Home is a Divine idea for the race 
It is in the Divine plan, and, therefore, in the natural 
course of things. Man's first home was Paradise, 
and when expelled from that blissful abode, he made 
his home among the thorns and thistles, and will, 
I suppose, do so down to the end of time. God never 
asks for the sacrifice of Home, unless some greater 
benefit is to be reaped by its surrender, either to 
ourselves or those about us ; and even when the 
sacrifice has been made, some spot, however inferior 
to the one which we have left behind, will be 
christened with the endearing term. 

Home has much to do with all that concerns the 
highest interests of those who dwell there. It is 
intimately associated with religion, with health, with 
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happiness, and with usefulness ; nay, it ought to be 
a Training Ground for the Warrior on earth and for 
the Blood-washed in Heaven. 

While there are many Homes in this world that, 
alas I are little better than a loathsome stairway 
leading down to the Bottomless Pit, thank God 
there are not a few that, with equal tmth, could be 
spoken of as a kind of Jacob's Ladder; up which 
parents, children, friends, and servants, can all be 
seen climbing to the Eden above. 

All who are responsible for the well-being of Home, 
should enquire before they attempt its establishment, 
and often pause, after it has come into existence, to 
ask the question, " How can we make Home better 
answer to God's ideal?" 

Let me try to answer that question, by pointing 
out a few things that should characterise every 
Salvationist's Home. It is true their realisation will 
be beyond the reach of many of our Soldiers, seeing 
that the management of Home is not in their hands. 
Still, their fulfilment can be aimed at, prayed for, and 
longed after, even by the humblest amongst us. 

L Every Home should be the dwelling-place of 
God. This was the chief glory of the first Home in 
Eden. It was not its situation, its climate, its fruit, 
its flowers, or any of its other ten thousand beauties 
that constituted its chief splendour. The glory that 
eclipsed all other glories, was the fact that God was 
there; that He found pleasure in its occupants; that 
He came and went, with satisfaction and delight. It 
will be ever thus with the beautiful Home on high, 
towards which we are journeying. God will be the 
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chief glory of Heaven. It slionld be so with the 
Homes of His people on earth. 

To this end, every Home should be as definitely 
and truly consecrated to the service of God as the 
Salvation Hall. It should be a temple where He is 
loved and worshipped, and in which He can reveal 
Himself, pour forth His Spirit, and hold communion 
with His children. Everything that is likely to keep 
Him away, or to grieve Him when He is there, must 
be put aside, or not allowed to enter. No intoxicating 
drink; no impure word or deed or book; no foolish, 
worldly fashion, no wasteful adornment, no idleness, 
no injustice, no malice, no falsehood, should be found 
there. Nothing should come into this Home, which 
is God's house on earth, that you would think out 
of place in the House your Master has prepared for 
you in Heaven, and which you anticipate occupying 
on your arrival there. 

In such a Homue there will, of necessity, be family 
prayer. The first thing done by the Patriarchs of old, 
when they fixed their tents, for however short a period, 
was to erect an Altar and offer sacrifices thereon. 
Thus, they openly recognised the existence of Jehovah, 
acknowledged their dependence upon Him for their 
every good, and gave Him the worship which was His 
due. Whoever would have a happy Home must do 
the same. 

At stated times — morning, noon, and evening if 
possible, but certainly at one or the other — let all the 
members of the household gather and offer the 
" sacrifice " of praise and thanksgiving, interceding 
for themselves and for the dear ones absent, for the 
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Corps with which the family is connected, for The 
Army throughout the world, and for the dark sinning 
multitudes around. 

2. Every Home should be clean^ as far as circum- 
stances will allow. Cleanliness has been said to 
be next to Grodliness; anyway, they are very near 
akin. I know how difficult it will be for many of 
our dear Soldiers, with delicate health, or large 
families, or both, and with little or no assistance, 
to keep tumble-down dwellings and their contents 
really and constantly clean. And yet, a steady aim 
and a little contrivance will accomplish much. 
Children can be taught cleanly habits very early, 
and will soon do much in this direction both for 
themselves and each other. Husbands, who have 
the time, should cheerftilly lend a hand to the over- 
taxed wife with the cleansing of the walls, ceilings, 
and even the floors. Why not ? I ;can see nothing 
unmanly in such assistance, and I can see a great 
deal that is very humane; nay, I might say, very 
Christ-like. 

To those in whose way such difficulties lie, as 
those I have mentioned, cleanliness is an absolute 
duty. Without it, they and their children will be 
a disgrace to themselves, to The Army, and to one 
another. 

Those responsible for Home should be careful not 
to encumber themselves with such things as can be 
done without, and which will require time and labour 
to keep clean. The increase of luxurious eating, 
drinking, and dressing renders much extra work 
indispensable. When I look at the drea«k^d.-\i;j^\»kJsss^ 



158 LOVE^ MARRIAGE^ AND HOME. 

and the fancy cooking now so common even in the 
homes of many working people, my mind sometimes 
tries to estimate the large amount of work involved 
in it all. There is the washing of the table-cloths 
and napkins, the cleaning of piles of spoons, knives, 
forks, glasses, crockery, pots and pans, and the like, 
to say nothing of the awfdl amount of time consumed 
in selecting and buying, and mixing and cooking 
and serving the di£ferent varieties of food that so 
commonly ruin digestion and breed disease. 

Much the same feelings are inspired by the fashion- 
able dresses, needless furniture, fancy curtains, 
chinmey-pieces, looking-glasses, and all the rest of 
the ornamental affairs with which houses are crowded 
nowadays, and which we could all live very well 
without. All this superfluous eating and furnishing 
must make a great inroad upon the time, and add 
greatly to the labour of those responsible for keeping 
a house, large or small, free from dust and dirt. 

However, whether the things in the house be many 
or few, they should be kept clean. The floors should 
be clean, the linen should be clean, the furniture 
should be clean, the beds should be clean, the 
children should be clean; above all, the Mistress 
should be clean ; indeed, all should be clean. 

3. Home should be orderly. Order is said to be 
" Heaven's flrst law " ; and, no doubt, it is so. And 
not only is Order the law of Heaven, but of every 
other world, with which God has to do ; and, except- 
ing where sin has made confusion, there can be no 
question about the law being obeyed. 

Salvationists ought to aim at orderliness in their 
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Homes. By orderliness I mean a systematic or 
methodical way of doing tMngs. I know that the 
rash of the lives of many of my Comrades makes 
neatness and exactness extremely difficolt. They 
rarely sit down to their meals at the time appointed ; 
and when they do, they cannot tell what will call for 
their attention before the repast is finished. They 
are so situated that '' r^ular hours ^ are all bat an 
impossibility. But, when faU allowance has been 
made for idl this uncertainty, it is still possible to 
institute some simple order of the day, and this 
should always be done. System should be aimed 
at in every Home. 

It will be of lifelong advantage to the children 
to grow up in a regular and orderly Home. System 
will be favourable to their getting through a large 
amount of work, the doing of it happily, and will 
be indispensable to that quietness and peace so 
closely connected with health and religion. 

Every Home should, therefore, have roles as to 
hours for meals, the times for prayer, the hour for 
rising in the morning and for retiring at night, and 
other similar matters. Every member of the house- 
hold should be made to cheerfully accept and honestly 
try to keep these rules, the spirit of loving obedience 
being the most important matter of all. 

4. In every Home, rich or poor, the spirit of 
economy should prevail. Perhaps I have already 
referred to this matter. There never was a more 
extravagant and wasteful age than the present. This 
is, of course, more apparent in the well-to-do sections 
of society; but, I am not sure that the same spirit 
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does not exist, and that almost to an equal extent 
among the poor, although the opportunity for mani- 
festing may be much more limited. Beware of it ! 

Salvationists do not fool away their money on 
intoxicants, tobacco, snuff, and a heap of other silly 
indulgences. But I am afraid they do spend no 
small portion of their hard earnings on sweetmeats, 
unnecessary food, adornments for their children, and 
other useless things, not only thereby crippling their 
ability to do good which they might otherwise effect, 
but injuring their health and keeping themselves in 
debt and difficulty, more or less, all the time. 

I give one rule for every head of every Home, 
whether rich or poor, and that is, " Keep your 
expenditure a little below your income^ and cut your 
coat oAicording to your clothe 

Perhaps I might here repeat a piece of advice that 
John Wesley gave to the Methodists of Bristol, a 
hundred and fifty years ago, " Get all you can, save 
all you can, and give away all you can." 

5. Home ought to be the dwelling-place of Love. 
It will be so, if it be the dwelling-place of God, for 
God is Love. And Love at Home means kindness 
to all there, the making of happiness for father, 
mother, children, servants, and every creature that 
comes within the doors, so far as that can be done. 
With Love there will be unity, forbearance, patience, 
forgiveness, obedience ; nay, there will be every other 
virtue, and every other grace. 

6. Every Salvationist's Home should be char- 
a/iterised by Salvationism. That goes without saying. 
No Soldier should be one thing in the Hall and 
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another thing in his own house. That thought will 
make his Home very different to those of the worldlings 
around. There should be simplicity in the food on 
his table, in the furniture in his rooms, in the pictures 
on his walls, and in the dress of his children. Oh, 
how the inconsistencies of many Salvationists grieve 
me in this respect ! They put themselves into 
Jerseys and Bonnets, and then dress up their children 
and their houses in all the fripperies and follies of 
the fashion of this world ! Come out, come out, my 
Comrades, and be separate, and have nothing to do 
with the godless customs and fashions of the people 
around you. By all means put yourselves into 
Uniform, and do the same also with the homes in 
which you live. 

Salvationism means Soul-saving. I have said that 
your Home, oh, my Comrade, should be as a Temple 
of the Lord, which must mean that men and women 
and children should meet with God and be reconciled 
to Him there. I have often thought that the time 
will come when every Salvationist will have outside 
his door a Flag by day, and a red light by night, to 
indicate that a Spiritual Physician resides there, who 
can teach men and women the way by which the 
disease of sin can be healed. Anyway, I am sure a 
great deal more might be done in our Homes for the 
saving of the people than is done at present. 



\\ 
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XXI. 

The Training of Children^ 

My Dear Comrades, — 

I now approach the consideration of one of the 
most important and also one of the most perplexing 
subjects that engage our attention, namely, "The 
Training of Children." It is important, because it is 
so intimately associated with the task of making the 
kind of men and women that God wants, and the 
world so badly needs. It is perplexing, because of 
the difficulty experienced in convincing parents of 
their responsibility for imparting this Training, im- 
pressing them with its importance, and making them 
understand the methods by which, alone, it can be 
successfully accomplished; and above all else, pre- 
vailing upon them to carry those methods into action 
when they are understood. 

I have written, at length, on the subject elsewhere ; 
but I am not very sure that my book, entitled " The 
Training of Children," has proved of much benefit to 
the class for whom it was chiefly intended. In these 
Letters, I have but little space for the discussion 
of so great a topic; I cannot, however, pass it by 
entirely. I must, therefore, do the best I can, under 



The Training of Children 163 

the circumstances, praying that God may make my 
words all the help I so greatly desire. 

1, Children are. or ought to be, a great boon. It 
was the Divine intention in the beginning that they 
should be the crowning blessing of a happy and 
useful life; and, beyond all question, that is the 
Divine intention still. No one can read the prophecies 
and promises relating to Children scattered up and 
down the Bible without arriving at this conclusion. 
The Jew regarded Children in this light. The whole 
attitude of God's chosen people to this subject, is 
illustrated by Jacob's answer to Esau's enquiry, when 
they met after their long estrangement. Esau asked 
his brother, " Who are these with thee ? " Jacob 
replied, "The children which God hath graciously 
given thy servant." 

2. To possess Children is a natural and all but a 
universal desire, A society in which this is not the 
case is a rotten society. Where Children are not 
desired, there is an unnatural, perverted state of 
things, generally resulting from utterly selfish and 
worldly, if not devilish, causes. A state of extreme 
poverty is, no doubt, also a consideration which in- 
fluences many parents in this matter, and it is a 
shame on any nation that such poverty should be 
tolerated. But I do not think that this feeling pre- 
vails to any very great extent among the very poor 
— it is rather amidst the comparative comfort and 
sufficiency of the middle classes, and the better paid 
working people, that it exists, and spreads its poisonous 
influence. 

One of our maternity nurses telk ot ^ \c>Qrt ^waa». 
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who was already the mother of nine children, whom 
she was attending at the birth of twins, and to whom, 
in sympathy with her extreme poverty, she made 
some expression of regret at the great increase of her 
burdens, when the woman replied with much spirit, 
" Oh, but, nurse, they brings their love with 'em, 
bless 'em!" 

To be childless is, among the great mass of the 
people, felt to be a kind of reproach; and many 
women, like Hannah, still mourn and lament their 
loneliness, and reckon themselves to be passed by of 
the Lord. Children they desire, and Children they 
yearn for ; and, when the gratification of this longing 
is denied them, they will seek consolation by adopting 
some waif or other that comes in their way, and, with 
loving service, regard and treat it, as far as they can, 
even as though it were their own flesh and blood. 

3. Children are valued for the pleasure they yield. 
From the first feeble cry of the helpless babe, and all 
the way through their infancy and childhood, they are 
sources of unspeakable satisfaction to both father and 
mother. The little ways and simple talk of their 
early years, the manifestation of their dawning in- 
telligence, and the genuine and tender affection with 
which they look up to their parents, are each and all 
a constant source of amusement, an increasing interest, 
an ever-strengthening comfort and joy. 

But apart from what Children are in themselves, 
they increase the happiness of their parents because 
of the love they bring with them, and love — 
human or Divine — is the author of the only real 
/Satisfaction that can come to the heart. Even when 
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they are sickly plants, crippled or deformed, whose 
care entails nights of sleepless watchfulness, and days 
of anxious solicitude, the love they draw forth, and 
the love they give back, will be more than sufficient 
to meet the demand they make on the patience and 
toil of those to whose responsibility they are com- 
mitted by the providence of God. That I am speak- 
ing of good Children, will be understood. Spoiled, 
self-willed, and bad Children are, on the contrary, 
little but trouble and sorrow. 

4. Children are valued because of the service they 
render their parents. There is not only the affection 
which is given back from babyhood, but the sympathy 
in trial, the assistance in difficulty, and the co-opera- 
tion in the labour of after days, together with the 
comfort and support of declining years. 

5. Children are prized because of the satisfaction 
that parents jind in the hope that they will worthily 
perpetuate their memory. Many men and women of 
this generation, seek to leave the record of their 
opinions written in the Statute books of the nation, 
or engraved on stone and marble monuments; some 
in books and pictures, others in princely fortunes, 
and some in the acquisition of high-sounding titles. 
But to leave behind him Children, who will live his 
own life over again, will be, to every Blood-and-Fire 
Salvationist, the most coveted method of perpetuating 
his influence and keeping his memory green. 
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XXII. 

The Training of Children 
{continued). 

My Dear Comrades, — 

There are, then, some things that parents mnst 
do ; indeed, I might almost say that there are some 
things that only parents can do — ^if their Children 
are to be made into trne Servants of God and good 
Soldiers of The Salvation Army. And here, I do 
not wish to conceal from my readers the fact that 
the object I am setting before them will not be 
gained without considerable difficulty, anxiety, and 
toil. Nothing, however, that is truly good or great 
is, in this world, accomplished without trouble, and 
for every anxious hour and patient effort this work 
may demand, I am sure that parents will, if they 
succeed, be abundantly repaid. 

And now, I propose to tell you some of the things 
that must be done, if you are to gain the great end 
we have in view, in the Training of your Children. 
I can do little more than name them. 

1. You must keep the object at which you aim 
constantly before your mind. Look it well in the 
face, and resolutely determine to accomplish it. Do 
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not let any of the blandishments of the world, or the 
temptations of the Devil, or the promptings of ease 
and pleasure, turn yon aside. Oh, fathers and mothers 
of my people, you must resolve to do or die 1 

2. You must believe in the possibility of success. 
The thing you desire has been done, and done with 
glorious results, and what parents have done before, 
parents can do again. Do not be deterred by the 
failures of others, though such failures may be sadly 
too numerous. Say to yourselves, in the face of all 
the breakdowns, " Because the children of some 
professed followers of Jesus Christ have not turned 
out well — nay, if some of them have gone to the bad 
altogether — ^that is no reason why ours should be lost." 
In such cases, it is not uncharitable — nay, it is reason- 
able — for you to argue, '^ There has been something 
wrong in the Training, or in the example, or the 
schooling. Something has led up to this failure. 
God has said, ^ Train up a child in the way he should 
go : and when he is old, he will not depart from it.' 
We believe Him, and we are going to do the Training, 
as well as we can, and trust in Him to see to its 
success." Have faith in God, my Comrades, and He 
will come to your assistance. 

3. Create and confirm in the hearts of your Children, 
by your own holy example, the assurance that you 
are yourselves what you wish them to become. Set 
before their eyes the daily practice of the same un- 
selfish love and righteousness which you ask from 
them. Without this, you need not hope to accomplish 
the object on which you have set your heart. 

4. You must instruct your Children as to the 
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natnre of tree religion. Make them onderstand it 
Make them admire it. B^;iii to illustrate it in the 
cradle. Explain it as soon as thej can take it in. 
Base yonr teaching on the precepts and examples 
giTen in the Bible, especiaUy in the life and death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the examples of His 
Apostles ; bnt do not limit it to them. 

5. Make the Children feel the rightness and reason- 
ableness of all that yon ask from them. Appeal to 
their judgment and conscience rather than to their 
feelings, although you must not neglect their hearts. 
But you must make them understand you. Come 
down to the leyel of their capacity and intelligence ; 
that is, to the level of what they already know. 

6. Insist upon Obedience to aU your expressed 
wishes. You must secure this Obedience or all your 
other efforts will be practically thrown away. It is 
impossible to over-estimate its importance. The 
formation of the habit of a -ready and willing sub- 
mission to your will, will not only prepare the hearts 
of your Children for the discharge of the duties 
they will owe to their parents, and to the world at 
large in the future, but will help them considerably 
in the formation of the great habit of Obedience to 
God, which is of supreme importance. 

Settle it, therefore, from the first vision of your 
babe, from the first kiss you impress upon its little 
cheek, that, before all else, you have to create in its 
young soul the habit of Obedience. How is this 
to be done? 

1. Begin early. " Unless you get the dye into 
the wool, it will be hard work to get it into the 
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cloth." It is astonishing how soon the infiBUit in 
its mother's anns can be tanght that it must do her 
will, and not its own. 

2. Do not give too many commands. Bnt what 
you do give, or permit others, whether servants or 
teachers, to give on yonr behalf, be at the trouble to 
have obeyed. How often yon will hear fathers and 
mothers tell their Children to do this, or that, or the 
other, without even waiting to see, or apparently 
caring, whether their wishes are carried out or not I 
Such treatment inevitably leads the Children to think 
that it does not matter whether they obey at all. 

3. Be careful that every command is taithin the 
ability of the child to whom it is given. It is cruel 
to ask Children to do what is beyond their power ; 
and yet, I am afraid that many parents are thought- 
lessly addicted to the practice. They would never 
dream of requiring their Children to carry a burden, 
for which they had not the physical strength, or 
to read in a language they had not learned. And 
yet they will require a little Child to sit motionless 
and silent by the hour ; or forbid it crying when 
it has pain; or, insist upon its going to sleep, when 
it is excited, from fright or other causes — all of which 
requirements are just as far beyond its ability, if 
not as actually impossible, as the performances I have 
just referred to. Be tender and considerate in the 
commands you give to your Children. 

4. You should be careful that your orders are good 
and lawful ; otherwise, how can you insist upon 
obedience ? 

5. Then^ again^ you should be careful that your 
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commands are understood. Some people have a 
hurried manner of speaking, or they are not at the 
trouble suflSciently to explain their wishes ; hence 
the Children, not understanding what is asked of 
them, are unable to comply with the command. 
Especially is this applicable when you ask the 
Children to do something which is out of the ordinary 
course of things. In such cases, you must be at 
the trouble to make your wishes plain. In doing 
so, it will be wise sometimes to ask the question, 
" Do you understand me ? " Particularly should this 
be done when the Child manifests any hesitancy in 
complying with your command. 

6. When the task you ask Children to perform 
appears extra diflScult, be at pains to explain its 
reasonableness^ and to set forth the advantages that 
it will bring. You can also express the pleasure 
it will give to you if it is done properly and well. 

7. Be sure to mark, in some effective manner, 
your strong disapproval of any acts of disobedience. 
This is an imperative duty. You cannot pass dis- 
obedience by without notice. To do so will be one 
of the surest methods possible of cursing your Child 
for the present and the future. Nothing stands out 
more prominently in the Divine government than the 
connection between punishment and disobedience. 
So it must be in the government of your Children. 
In a very important sense you stand to them in the 
place of God. Disobedience is not only a sin in 
itself, but it lies at the root of nearly all other sins. 
You live for the glory of God, and are bound, by 
faithfulness to Him, to the maintenance of righteous- 
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ness in your family, and you will fail in this great 
trust unless you plainly assert your disapprobation 
of wrong-doing. 

8. You will have to inflict necessary and suitable 
punishment on the twong-doer. It is not probable 
that you will be favoured with Children so good 
and truthful and obedient as never to need punish- 
ment. Therefore, it is important that you should 
have correct notions on the subject of punishment. 
And my first counsel is : 

(i) Before inflicting punishment on a Child, be sure 
that it is guilty of the off'ence complained of. Nothing 
can be much more painful to the parent, as nothing 
certainly can be more injurious to the Child, than 
the discovery that a punishment has been inflicted 
that was not deserved. 

(ii) Before inflicting punishment, be sure that the 
offence was intelligently and deliberately committed. 
If the Child was not aware that it was doing wrong, 
or did not intend to do the deed, or was not guilty 
of any culpable carelessness, then it was an accident, 
in which case punishment is not deserved. 

(iii) If satisfied that the punishment is deserved, 
let it be prompt. The sooner the penalty follows 
the misdeed, the more effective and useful will it be. 

(iv) Punishment, though sharp, so that it will be 
remembered, should be of as short duration as is 
consistent with the gravity of the offence. This is 
in favour of the occasional use of the rod. A little 
whipping will be remembered ; and yet, being soon 
over, will not unnecessarily prolong the suffering. 

(v) Care should be taken that punishment be not 
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injurious to health. It is quite possible to damage 
a child's nervous system for a lifetime by too severe, 
or too protracted, pain,- whether that pain be caused 
either by flogging, solitary confinement, or by any 
other means. However naughty, disobedient, or 
cruel Children may have been, justice must ever be 
tempered with mercy. 

(vi) The punishment inflicted must be, as nearly as 
possible, that which is best adapted to secure repent- 
ance. Two ends should be before every parent in 
discharging this painful task. 

The infliction of punishment, as the natural out- 
come of wrong conduct, suffering, and wrong-doing 
will be closely associated in the heart of a child who 
is rightly trained. When he does a wrong thing his 
own instincts will tell him that he ought to suffer 
for it. You should strengthen that conviction, so 
that in after life, he shall feel that if he lives and 
dies in sin, Hell will be his righteous doom. But 
this is not all. 

When you punish a Child, your aim should be to 
bring him to repentance. You want him to realise 
his naughtiness, to see that wrong-doing makes 
misery, to be sorry for his sin, and to resolve that 
he will do the evil thing no more. 

(vii) When inflicting punishment, avoid as far as 
possible, anything like protracted conflicts with your 
Children. From some strange motive, or from no 
intelligible motive at all, there will, occasionally, be 
a blank refusal on the part of a Child to obey a direct 
command. At such times, the course adopted by 
many parents, will be to compel obedience at all 
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costs, and under such circumstances, a regular battle 
between the parent and the Child is no uncommon 
experience. 

9. You must make religion an affair of your every- 
day life. The Children must feel that you are as 
religious at Home as in the meetings ; on Mondays 
as on Sundays ; in your work as on your knees. 
Without being for ever talking at them about it, 
religion should be the atmosphere of the house, so 
that in that atmosphere they can live and move and 
have their being. 

10. Aim at a distinct experience of conversion in 
the Children. A line divides the righteous from the 
wicked. God's own Fingers have drawn that line. 
There is a moment when human beings, adults or 
Children, cease to be the servants of the Devil, and 
become the servants of God. That line, and that 
moment, may be approached so gradually, as to be 
crossed all but imperceptibly. The feelings of that 
moment may not differ so strikingly from those of 
the moment that went before it, as to make any very 
marked impression on the soul. But with all who 
become the Children of God that moment does arrive, 
and that line is crossed. Then they pass from dark- 
ness to light, from death to life, from being under the 
power of Satan to being under the power, control, and 
blessing of God. In other words, they are saved. 

Now, you must aim at that distinct experience for 
your Children. You will not be likely to reach it 
unless you do. You must explain to them its nature 
and necessity, as soon as they can understand you. 
You must pray for it in your own chamber^ wvi 
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hand-in-hand with them also. Ton mnst lead them 
to expect their own conversion, either at the meetings 
or at home ; and by-and-by you will have the joy of 
knowing that the great change has actually taken 
place, and of hearing them testify to the fact : a joy 
which is, perhaps, nearer to the joys of the angels 
than any other that can come to a father's or mother's 
heart. 

11. You must make your Children kind. Do not 
allow cruelty of any sort in them. The want of 
thought and sympathy for others, which is so pain- 
fully manifest in the great bulk of people, is nothing, 
more or less, than a result of their early Training in 
this matter. They were practically encouraged — at 
any rate, they were not reproved — in petty acts of 
unkindness when they were but toddlers. They 
scratched and snatched at one another, or at the 
things round about them. They pinched the kitten, 
frightened the bird, or threw down their toys simply 
for some tired mother or weary servant to pick up. 
By-and-by they killed the flies, and imprisoned the 
mice, and presently went into fits of pleasure at 
seeing a dog worry some helpless cats or rabbits, or 
in chasing some poor lost creature, which they found 
maimed and wounded, on their way from school. 
From that, it was only a step to sneering at the 
beggar who asked a bit of bread, or casting gibes at 
the paupers and the cripples, and bullying their 
weaker schoolmates. And now, they are all around 
us in their thousands, having never a thought of kind- 
ness, never a desire, never a will to do a kind thing 
that costs them any trouble or self-denial. Set your 
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face against such things, against the spirit, the want 
of heart, which makes them possible. 

12. You must do all that in you lies to promote 
the health of your Children, Whether they are to 
be feeble, nervous creatures, or strong, vigorous men 
and women, depends very much upon your treatment 
of them in childhood. 

13. You must do all you can for the minds of your 
Children. You want to make them wise and thought- 
ful. They will be men and women soon. You do 
not wish to be the parents of fools and failures, but of 
wise and successful men and women. Act accord- 
ingly. However poor and humble you may be, a 
simple education is within your reach. See that your 
Children get it. Interest yourself in what they learn. 

14. Strive to make your Children industrious. I 
have already said, encourage them to work at their 
lessons. Give them a little work about the house, or 
garden, or in the workshop, apart from their books, 
which they can plainly see to be of some present 
value. Never let them be unoccupied. Keep them 
working or playing all through their wakeful hours. 
Idle hands are the Devil's tools. 

1 5. Make your Children Junior Soldiers. Encourage 
them to look forward to being Corps Cadets. 
Regularly enquire of the Junior Sergeant as to their 
conduct at the Company Meetings, and as to the 
progress they are making when there. 

16. Eely on the Holy Spirit to bless all your 
efforts. He will rejoice to help you, for does not the 
promise of Salvation and the Keeping Covenant of 
God belong alike to you and to your children? 
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XXIII. 

The Training of Children 
{continued). 

My Dear Comrades,— 

I need not occupy your time in setting forth 
the self-evident trnth, that a certain course of Training 
will be necessary, if your Children are to come up to 
the standard described in my last Letter. However 
desirable it may appear to parents, that their Children 
should be good and godly, and that they should grow 
up to be holy men and women, and however much 
they may pray for such a blessed result, unless they 
use means calculated to bring it about they will never 
have the joy of its realisation. The Children must 
be Trained ; and I want to describe to you the sort 
of Training that will be likely to succeed. In doing 
so, it has occurred to me, that it may be useful to 
mention some kinds of treatment which Children often 
receive, that are not likely to secure the end I have 
set forth. In other words, if you want to make your 
Children true Soldiers of Jesus Christ, there are 
some things you must not do. 

For example : 

1. You must not set the things, at any time or in 
any fashion, that are earthly and temporal, above the 
things that are Heavenly and eternal. If you do, 
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you cannot complain if your children grow up to 
prefer the world and its charms, to following Christ 
in a life of Holiness and Self-denial. Do not do, or 
allow to be done, in your Home, or anywhere else, 
things that will produce the impression on your 
Children's minds that making money, or pleasing 
ungodly people, or winning the praise of men, or 
gratifying themselves, or anything else of the kind, 
is or can ever be, of greater moment than pleasing 
God, keeping a good conscience, and saving souls. 
I say do not do this, without at least, expecting that 
the Children will soon learn to act on the same 
principle, and after the same fashion, and that, 
perhaps, in a fuller degree. 

2. Do not act as though you believe, that if your 
Children are left to themselves, they will naturally 
develop into the godly, holy, self-sacrificing characters 
you desire, and then be disappointed if they turn out 
after the fashion of little devils, or grow up to be 
very much like big ones, instead of becoming Saints of 
God. That is to say, do not look for figs on thistles, 
do not expect a clean thing to come out of an unclean. 
If your Children do not actually bring evil natures 
into the world with them, they certainly become 
possessed of selfish and naughty hearts very soon 
after their arrival there. Anyone who observes 
Children can see, that by the time they have come 
to know right from wrong, they are, more or less, the 
slaves of their appetites; and sometimes, sad to say, 
the slaves of their passions also ; so that, unless the 
grace of God changes their hearts, they will certainly 
grow up, if not openly vicious, yet proud, worldly, 
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wdA, selfish, like the godless crowds anHmd them. 
It will be the highest wisdom in yoQ to leoognise 
that fact, and to face it with commge and futh, not 
only for their sakes, bat for y<Nir own. Bemember 
the terrible condemnation which God prmioanoed 
against Eli, the High Priest, in this matter — ^ I have 
told him,** He says, " that I will jodge his honse 
for ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth ; becaose 
his sons made themselyes vile, and he restrained 
them notr 

3. Do not expect that Children who possess any 
natural force of character, any backbone of resolution 
and energy, and, who, therefore, are specially worth 
saving, will be likely to submit their wills, first to 
their parents, and then to God, without a great deal 
of patient and persevering effort on your part. 

There will, I have little doubt, be exceptions to 
this rule. There are some Children, who manifest 
less natural opposition to comply with the Divine 
purpose than others, but who are, nevertheless, strong 
characters, capable of ultimately making daring and 
glorious saints. Samuel seems to have been such a 
one ; Josiah was another, Timothy another. I have 
known some myself. But, in their cases, we do not 
know what secret conflicts there may have been, 
before the inward opposition ceased, and they were 
able to make the great surrender, and to say, " Not 
my will, but Thine, be done." Be that as it may, 
if you want all your Children for the King, whether 
their natures are pliable or unyielding, you must 
expect to take trouble for their Salvation, and let 
nothing deter you from persevering until you qoncjuer. 
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4. Do not expect your Children to be such simple- 
tons, as not to see beneath the cloak of a sham 
religion, especially if they find it in their own home. 
Do not delude yourself with the idea that, having 
discovered its unreality, they will not heartily de- 
spise it. Neither be surprised, when they see such 
hypocrisy, if they should make it an excuse for 
utterly neglecting, if not positively disbelieving, in 
religion altogether. 

5. Do not expect your Children to be any better, 
in character and conduct, than the example set before 
them, by their own kindred, or by those they see 
about them. If you allow them to associate with 
half-hearted professors of religion, with worldly 
Pharisees, or Backsliders, then, do not be surprised 
if they are cursed by their example, and driven from 
God and true religion, for ever. 

Children will be likely to get more harm, by 
staying for one day, in the house of a Laodicean, or 
some make-believe follower of Jesus Christ, than they 
would be spending a month in a drinking saloon, 
where they would be on their guard, simply because 
they knew that the Devil reigned, and that what was 
done there was done by his creatures, and done in his 
creatures, and done in his interests. 

6. Do not pervert the love of the beautiful, which 
will, doubtless, exist in the hearts of some of your 
Children, in the destructive vice of vanity. 

You will do this, most effectively, by creating 
within them a taste for fine clothes, fringing the hair, 
and wearing jewellery and other adornments. Do 
pot filj tb^m with the childish conceit that ik<K^ \i»^^. 
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prettier faces, or figures, or the like, than others 
about them, and then wonder that they should, in 
after years, be drawn into the world by the attractions 
of its fashions and flattery and empty show. 

7. Do not fill your Children's minds up with the 
idea of their supposed superiority, mental or other- 
wise, over their friends, schoolfellows, and others 
around them, and then be surprised that they should 
go out into life the unhappy slaves of an ambition to 
excel everybody else, which will alone be sufficient to 
destroy all their real peace of mind. 

8. Do not allow your boys to entertain the notion, 
so far as you can prevent their doing so, that they 
are of more importance, or of greater value in them- 
selves, than their sisters ; and then be surprised that 
they should grow up to look down upon and domineer 
over women generally, and then, so far as they have 
the opportunity, to treat their own mother or their 
wives as if they belonged to an inferior race. The 
idea of that superiority is the seed which is firmly 
planted in many a boy's heart, and which will, in 
after life, produce the spirit of real tyranny. 

9. Do not coddle your Children, or humour, or 
spoil them, make them whiny or spoony creatures, 
and then be surprised that unless they are ever- 
lastingly being waited upon, and amused, or allowed 
to have their own way, they should become a nuisance 
to themselves and a torment to everybody about them. 

10. Do not foster the natural selfishness of your 
Children. We have seen that in their infancy Chil- 
dren are ordinarily carried away by the desire for 
self-gratification. Your first business with them is 
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to lead them in the opposite direction, to make them 
forget and deny themselves and delight in serving 
those about them. 

11. Do not instil, or allow anybody else to instil, 
into the hearts of your girls, the idea that Marriage 
is the chief end of life. If you do, you must not be 
surprised if they get engaged to the first empty, 
useless fool they come across. 

12. Parents should not argue, or discuss with each 
other, matters that concern the conduct or character 
of their Children, in their presence, and then be 
surprised if they take sides with the father or mother, 
as the case may be, whose notions are the most 
favourable to their selfishness. 

13. Do not make favourites amongst your Children, 
and then be surprised that those who are not the 
chosen ones should grow up with a sense of injustice 
rankling in their breasts, which will be very likely to 
make them forget all the love you have borne them 
and all the sacrifices you have made on their behalf. 

14. Do not, merely for the sake of peace, or any 
other reason whatever, let your Children have their 
own way, or give them what they want, when doing 
so is opposed to your own judgment of what is best 
for them. For if you do, you cannot be surprised 
when they argue with you, contradict you to your 
face, and presently come to ridicule your wishes and 
opinions behind your back; and, at last, to your shame 
and their own undoing, to set you at naught altogether. 
Never forget that of your Saviour Himself, it is 
written, that in His childhood He " was subject unto 
them " — His parents. 



/ 
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XXIV. 

Education* 

Mt Dsab Comrades, — 

Edncation will have so much to do with the 
formation of a nsefdl and holy character in yonr 
children that I mnst ask yonr attention to my views 
with respect to it In the conrse of these Letters I 
have before referred to a book I wrote some years 
ago, entitled " The Training of Children," and on 
looking np what I said in it on the subject of Ednca- 
tion I find it so much to the point that I do not 
think I can improve on it by anything I conld write 
to-day. I therefore introduce it here. Some of you 
may have already read it, but it will bear looking 
at again, and you will not, I am sure, object to your 
Comrades having the opportunity of seeing it 
who have not already done so. The extract is from 
Chapter XXV. : 

What are parents to do as to the education of 
their children? The children must be editcated ; 
surely you do not advocate that they should be allowed 
to grow up in ignorance ? 

Most certainly not. On the contrary, I think it of 
very great importance that the children should be 
educated; and only advise that you should go about 
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the instruction of their minds in such a way as not 
to endanger the Salvation of their souls. In all 
educational effort, keep constantly before you the end 
you have in view ; that is, to make your children 
Saints and Soldiers of Christ. This will help you 
continually. The supreme purpose of your soul will 
determine the course of action you pursue. The great 
end of most unconverted parents is for their children 
to get on in the world. They want them to be rich, 
or happy, or to secure a position in society; in short, 
to do well for themselves — and their parents also, 
if there is a chance. But your purpose is altogether 
different. You want your children to be good^ and 
to grow up like Jesus Christ, to be saviours of men 
and champions for God. Now, if this be so, recollect 
and act upon it in your educational efforts. 

Whether you have one or twenty children, measure 
all the subjects and methods of instruction that are 
proposed for them by this rule. With regard to every 
proposition, ask, " Will this learning help my children 
to love God more, and to serve their generation 
better?" If it seems likely to do so, to qualify 
them more effectually for saving souls, fighting the 
devil, mastering sin, and following Jesus Christ, 
secure it for them, if possible. If it be otherwise — 
as you value the souls of your children, and desire 
to have the approbation of Jehovah in the Great 
Judgment Day — do nothing of the kind, whatever 
this seeming sacrifice may involve either for you or 
them. 

But cannot something be said to guide Salvation 
parents more particularly as to the kind of education 
which it is lawful and desirable to seek for their 
children ? 

I can do nothing more in the space I have at 
my command than give a few hints. 

1. Parents should keep constantly 6e/(yre. Ikwr 
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minds the desirability and honour of having their 
children become Officers in The Salvation Army^ and 
all their education^ whether at home or elsewhere^ 
should be shaped to this end. Under the Jewish 
dispensation it was the custom to offer for the 
acceptance and service of Jehovah the best of the 
herd and the first-fruits of the earth. So even now 
He ought to have the choicest of the family flock 
to be Leaders in this War. 

2. The training should be in accordance with the 
purpose just named. However limited their means, 
these motives will make the parents strive to secure 
for their children at least the elements of an ordinary 
education. Reading, writing, and arithmetic are of 
a hundred-fold greater importance now than in years 
gone by, and they are attainments which must be 
possessed by all good and efficient Soldiers, whether 
they become Officers or not. 

3. With respect to the higher branches of education^ 
the selection of subjects must be made according to 
the rule already laid down. If there be the aptitude 
and opportunity for learning languages, or for excel- 
ling in any other studies likely to be of practical 
service in the War, by all means let your children 
take advantage of them ; but let all be done to 
qualify them for more efficiently taking their share 
in the work of extending the Kingdom of Qod. 

In carrying out this recommendation, those languages 
should be selected most likely to be useful in our 
Foreign Fields, and those parents who contemplate 
their children becoming Officers in The Army should 
seek advice from their Leaders. I may, however, 
safely say that no mistake can be made if French 
and German are studied. 

4. When an aptitude for music is manifested in 
the children^ the capacity should be improved and 
practised as there is opportunity. 

{a) Let them learn to play such mstruments as 
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appear most likely to be useful in the public 
services. 
{V) If the children have voices for singing, teach 
them to sing solos in private, and so get them 
ready to sing in the Barracks, by the bedside 
of the sick and dying, or in the open-air. 
Every gift, musical or otherwise, should not only 
be used, but improved to the uttermost, for making 
known to a dying world the love of Christ and 
His power to save. In all this, every care must 
be taken to keep from everythiog like performance 
or showing off. The greater the simplicity, the 
greater will be the power over the hearts and minds 
of the hearers. 

5. No time should he wasted in acquiring what 
are called " accomplishments " unless they are capable 
of being turned to account in the great business oj 
saving men. 

6. It is goody usually ^ for children to be taught 
some useful trade or profession. While it should 
be the main purpose of the parents that their children 
should become Officers in The Salvation Army 
(especially when they give evidence of being strong 
and gifted), it will be very useful for them to learn 
some trade or business, in which case such a choice 
should be made as can be best turned to account 
in future Salvation work. 

7. The children should be carefully educated in 
the facts and doctrines of the Bible, but most of ally 
in its great moral and spiritual truths. I mean by 
this that it is far more important that your child 
should imbibe the spiritual and practical lesson 
contained in a fact or history than that he should 
remember the particulars of that fact or history. 

8. Let the children be thoroughly instructed in 
the principles, history, aims, and methods of The 
Salvation Army, The Directories (Nos. 1 and 2) 
and " Why arid Wherefore of The Sali^alxou Axm'vj 
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RegulationSj^ are easily obtainable, and will assist 
parents in the discharge of this important duty. 

Hating said so muck on the std^ect of educatioriy 
could you not give us some suggestions as to the best 
method of imparting it ? 

1. In teaching children it is of first importance 
that they should thoroughly master the rudiments or 
foundations of whatever knowledge it is proposed to 
teach them. Let the alphabet, arithmetical tables, the 
fundamental rules of grammar, the main outlines of 
geography and history, and everything else of the 
kind, be apprehended and fastened on their memories 
for ever. Unless children master the first principles 
of learning before they are allowed to advance further, 
they will all the way through life have to waste 
time and strength in continually coming back to them. 

Carry out this rule — or, as far as you can, see 
that others do it — in the education of your chOdren. 
You will find it a very great advantage, and much 
time will be saved in the long run ; for if they 
are a little louder about the business at first, they 
will far more than make up for the trifling delay 
of the pn?$ettt. in the speed of after days. 

2. B^ ftt «i// maHHcr of trouble always to make 
them nitt/e^r^rtW yon. I believe that fully one-half 
of the lalH>ur ^j^nmt on teaching children is thrown 
away for the simple reason that the children are 
supposed to ^mUrsfand things of which they are 
ignoraht. Esi>ecially is this true of young children. 
One of the nrst duties of a teacher is, at every 
point of his lesson, to find out whether he is under- 
stood. It is ever so much easier for children to 
commit a lesson to memory when they understand 
it than when they do not There are certain rules 
of grammar, it is true, and many other things that 
the children must commit to memory before they 
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can fully comprehend their application or their 
meaning, but I very much question when it comes 
to studying history, geography, and most other sub- 
jects, whether an ordinary child can very easily 
retain anything in its memory of which it has not 
a correct understanding. 

By way of illustration. A little orphan at one of 
our Homes was in trouble about her history. She 
was only some six years old, and she had lost a mark 
because she did not know her task. A little comrade 
appealed to the teacher for her, and said he thought 
she did not understand the lesson. The defaulting 
child was sent for, and the question was asked, " What 
part of your lesson is it that you do not know ? " It 
was an answer to the question, " Who siccceeded him ? " 
that is, "What king reigned after him?" The 
orphan was asked if she understood what it meant, 
and she said, " Yes, it tneant, " Who mt on him ? ' " 
It was explained to her that this was a mistake, and 
that it signified, " Who sat after him ? " 

How much more forward are children for this sort of 
cramming ? For, speaking correctly, it is not learning 
at all. They had better learn one question and answer 
only, and know what they signify, than commit a 
chapter to memory and be ignorant of its meaning. 

3. Do not give too much instruction at a time. 
This is a serious mistake, indeed. Too long lessons 
are hindrances rather than helps. The mind is a 
vessel which can only hold a given quantity, and 
with young children it is a very small quantity indeed. 
It will help you, in teaching, to stop and consider 
what that measure of containing power is likely 
to be, and adapt your instructions accordingly. Some 
teachers will go on pouring in, and pouring in, more 
and more, long after the powers of attention and 
memory in the child have been taxed to their utmost 
limits, and the over-strained mind grows bewildered, 
and collapses, and all is forgotten ta^'^^k'^T^ 
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XXV. 

Reading* 

Mt Dear Comrades, — 

latimately connected with the subject of 
KkhKtuJtioii — ^nay, one might almost say, a part of it — 
4* tJiAt of Reading. What shall the children read ? 
\V<iI) here again, I find nsefal and sound advice in 
«fty book on Training, already referred to ; and from 
>Khich I will make one or two extracts that will, I 
IfS^l sure, be found of real value if you will only act 
i(!ii|(Mi>u them. Indeed, this is the short and sure way 
vrf testing all my counsels. Practise them. 

Chapter XXVI. of " The Training of Children " 

t. {}Hifht not some care to be exercised with regard 
iu thti ii^s ichick children read ? 

Xv^; the greatest care possible should be taken, 
\v>iiii^ ^h^t very frequently much effort spent in 
\,;j^U)UK w«j^Y$ to make children good and Christ-like 
i^iUvU'c t»biMJt counteracted by the books read in their 
^<<ii5M.Uv? hv>uw* There never was an age in which so 
'^Awl> KJCuii^iou* matter was published as at present, 
.4. ivj ;4i UiUXtW literature should be carefully kept out 
.»? iVv: cb^Wv^iJu'st way. 

;. \\^tH.ii di4n$4^ i>j books do you recommend /or the 
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(i) Children shonld, when they are old enongh, and 
able to understand it, be taught to read the Bible 
systematically, 

(ii) Children shonld read, morning and evening, 
the portion of Scripture marked for the day in the 
"Salvation Soldiers Gnide." 

(iii) While children are young the facts and teach-- 
ings of the Bible y with explanations adapted to their 
age and intelligence, should be supplied them. Our 
own " Directory " will be of the greatest service in 
this matter, and ought to be committed to memory 
by the children, young and old. Many other useful 
books can be obtained, such as " The Peep of Day." 

(iv) After the Bible, I recommend for the children 
of Salvationists, the "Young Soldier," the "War 
Cry," and other publications of ours, together with 
such other books as are calculated to edify and 
instruct them in all that concerns a godly life. 

(v) To these may be added books of History, 
Biography, Natural History, Travels in foreign lands, 
and others of a good, sound, moral character. Many 
useful and deeply interesting books for children and 
young people are now published by The Army. 

3. Would you forbid little children to read the story- 
books ordinarily got up for them, and generally thought 
necessary for their entertainment? 

I should distinctly forbid " Jack the Giant-killer," 
" Goody Two-shoes," " Jack and the Bean-stalk," 
and all the fairy-tale nonsense put together, which is 
usually thought proper reading for the children. 

It is just as wicked and as stupid, if not more so, 
to instil silly rubbish into the minds of children, as 
into the minds of men. Why it should be thought 
right — nay, essential — in the one case more than in 
the other. I never could comprehend. But, as I have 
said elsewhere, the intelligence of children is generally 
under-estimated^ and, consequently, any foolish trash 
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is thought good enough for the little ones so that it 
makes them langh and passes away the idle hoars. 

4. But is it not desirable that there should be books 
which meet the love of the wonderful and strange^ 
which is so strong in the minds of children ? 

Yes; it may be. But the love of the marvellous 
can be met and satisfied jnst as easily by facts, and 
facts which are far stranger than fiction, of which 
the world is fnll ; so that there is no need for doing 
this with a pack of stupid lies, which are sooner or 
later found out to be such by the children. 

Be^in with the facts of the Bible — its history and 
mirades — and go on to books which describe other 
facts and other realities, as wonderftil as anything in 
romance or fairyland can possibly be. Take, for 
instance, the wonders of natural history — the different 
animals in various lands — their nature, shape, and 
modes of life. Take the wonders revealed to us by 
the microscope. Gro to the ocean, and describe its 
inhabitants. Take the telescope, and tell the children 
of the innumerable starry worlds above them. Take 
the varied tribes of men, their history and habits, and 
the ways in which they conduct themselves in war or 
in peace. In short, without fiction, the past, present, 
and future are fuU of facts which will not only enter- 
tain the children, but instruct and profit them also. 

5. Then you are opposed to novel-reading by children? 

Most certainly I am. Indeed, I would go to the 
utmost possible extreme in the opposite direction. 
Ordinary novels or love-stories should be kept from 
childreu as you would keep rank poison from them. 
The action of the ordinary novel upon the minds of 
children is pernicious in the extreme, making them 
dissatisfied with their present position and condition 
in life, and filling them with unnatural ambitions 
and desires, 
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